
Basic Functions of a Canon HF-R20 Camcorder 
 
Turning on the Camcorder 

1. Flip open the LCD screen. 
2. Press the “Power” button located on the top of the camcorder.

 
3. This will turn the camcorder on.  You should now see an image on the LCD screen.  

 
 
Taking Video with the Camcorder 

1. With the camcorder turned on press the “Start/Stop” button located on the back of the 
camcorder. 

 
2. Pressing this button once will start recording a video. 
3. Pressing this button a second time, while you are currently recording a video, will stop 

the recording. 
 

Taking Photos with the Camcorder 
1. With the camcorder turned on push in the “Photo” button located on the top of the 

camcorder. 

 
2. Press the “Photo” button about halfway to take advantage of the auto-focus feature. 



3. Once the image is in focus press the “Photo” button all the way down.  This will take the 
picture. 

 
 
Transferring videos and Photos off of the Camcorder 

1. Turn the camcorder off using the “Power” button. 
2. Find the USB data transfer cable that came in the camcorder bag and plug the smaller 

end into the camcorder port labeled USB.  

 
3. Plug the other end of the cable into an open USB port on the PC you will be using and 

press the file transfer button on the camcorder. 

 
4. Pressing the file transfer button will activate the camcorder.  On the camcorders LCD 

touch screen press the “All (for PC only)” icon. 
5. This will begin the file transfer to the PC.  In the lower right hand corner of the desktop 

you will have the choice to tag the photos being imported. 
6. Once you have them properly tagged click the import button.  Once finished the folder 

containing the photos and videos will open on your desktop. 
 


