


 

Life is a Dream 
 

Written by Pedro Calderón de la Barca 
Translated by Rick Davis 

 

Setting: once upon a time in Poland. 
 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 
Segismundo, a prisoner..……………………..……….….….Erick Slowe-Goldsmith* 
Rosaura, a lady from Muscovy…………………………………………Sania Fontaine* 
Clarin, her attendant..………………………………….…..…………Miranda Holliday* 
Basilio, King of Poland………..................................………………John Pankratz* 
Estrella, Infanta, Basilio’s niece……...........................................Ebony Hicks 
Astolfo, Duke of Muscovy, Basilio’s nephew................................John Weik 
Clotaldo, lord of Poland.……………………….…………………………………Joey Love* 
Ensemble……………..…………..Julia Corrado, Lucas Daniels*, Alex Hermans*, 

Samantha Phillips*, Tomas Reyna, Austin Shapiro 
 

There will be one ten-minute intermission. 
 

Please silence all electronic devices 
and refrain from texting during the performance. 

 

PRODUCTION TEAM 
Director.........……….………..………..…...................................…Julia Matthews*  
Scenic Designer…….......…………...........................................Dahlia Al-Habieli 
Costume Designer..……......................................................Robin Buckwalter 
Lighting Designer……………….……………………………………………….....Colin Lang*   
Puppet Designer/Prop Master…………….……....………….............Cocol Bernal*  
Technical Director…………………….………………………….…........William Balmer*   
Production Stage Manager.………………..…............………..….Autumn Blalock*  
Costume Shop Manager/Draper……………………………………..Paula E. Trimpey 
Fight Director………………………………………………………………..James N. Brown* 
Assistant Director….…………………………….………………….………Allison Kephart* 
Assistant Stage Managers............Breiona Caldwell*, Katsuto Sakogashira* 
Puppeteers……..……Cameron Girvan, Libby Harford, Katsuto Sakogashira* 
Puppet Construction……...Karis King*, Makenzie Mettler, Matthew Ortiz*  
Booth Crew…………………………………..……LaShae Eaddy*, Kathrynne Thomas 
First Hand/Lead Stitcher……………………………………………………...Emily Webb* 



Costume Construction Crew………….…Amanda Castanon, Justine Cooper*, 
Julian Corrado, Abigail Yanaway 

Dresser/Wardrobe Crew…………………..….Amanda Castanon, Emily Webb*, 
Abigail Yanaway 

Shop Assistants……..…………..Zachary Chan, Ebony Hicks, Kadeem Preston, 
Misha Tungpalan, September Tungpalan 

Dramaturg...………………..………………………………………....………Sarah Tossman* 
Front of House Manager…………………….………………………………..Haley Lappin 
Box Office Manager…….…………......…….........................…..Marisa McGrath*  
Box Office Assistant……..…….....................................................Carly Petroff 
Photographer…………………………………………............................John Pankratz*  
Poster/Program Design…………………….…..……Heidi Eckman, David Tanner* 
 

* Denotes an inducted member of the Domino Players Company. 
 

Rick Davis’s translation of “Life is a Dream” is present through special 
arrangement with Smith & Kraus. 

 

This production is costumed in part with the assistance of 
the Fulton Theater Costume Shop. 

 
 

Director’s Note 
Imagine people chained in a cave, Plato posited, who could see only the 
shadows of activity outdoors: “Think then, what would happen if these 
prisoners were suddenly released from their chains and were cured of 
their misconceptions and ignorance.”In this play Calderón imagines “what 
would happen” with the strange figure of Segismundo, who moves from 
captivity to freedom and back again. To the painful process of learning and 
unlearning, Calderón adds the formal paradox of the dream. Are we 
ethically responsible for our dreams? Saint Augustine agonized over this 
question: “Am I not myself at that time, O Lord my God? And there is yet 
so much difference between myself and myself, in that instant wherein I 
pass back from waking to sleeping, or return from sleeping to waking!” A 
play in a theatre is not unlike a dream, as Calderón and other dramatists 
of the Renaissance knew. A play gives us safe opportunities to imagine 
other selves, other lives, without holding us responsible for the 
consequences. As Shakespeare noted, “the best in this kind are but 
shadows, and the worst are no worse if imagination amend them.”Thank 
you for coming to the theatre and dreaming with us. Enjoy the show! 
 

Julia Matthews 



Scenic Designers’ Note 
Plato’s cautionary “Allegory of the Cave”, in which prisoners mistake 
shadows for reality and confirm each other’s experiences, demonstrates 
the gulf between human perception and true knowledge. Calderon de la 
Barca’s “Life is Dream” follows Segismundo’s struggle to bridge this same 
gulf. However, he is far from the only person in the play whose is driven 
by shadows. Our production design strives to place the vivid characters 
and evocative language of “Life is a Dream” in a nebulous world where 
dream and reality, truth and desire, and naivete and true knowledge all 
converge. Calderon’s words stand alone as a profound and deeply moving 
story, and we invite you to experience the play primarily with your ears, 
but also through Segismundo’s eyes.  

Dahlia Al-Habieli 
Katsuto Sakogashira 

 

Costume Designers’ Note 
Being guest costume designer for “Life is a Dream” at Albright College and 
working with this amazing crew of such talented people is a wonderful 
opportunity. Coming from a recent career of “retail theater” at Tiffany & 
Co., it is marvelous to return to my roots and remember the importance 
of great theater design and working together as a team. While a costume 
designer analyzes the play, discusses concept with director, researches 
character, period, style, fabric, silhouette, and, many other items, I believe 
it is real life COLLABORATION that is the most important concept in 
designing a show. Short turnaround times and “corset-like” budgets 
quickly remind us the realities of life are also the realities of theater. 
Costuming the men for this show would not have been possible without 
staff at the Fulton Theater Costume Shop and we thank them for their 
patience when visiting multiple times to get “just the right” cloak, doublet, 
boot, or baldric for the men’s costumes. Collaboration was its finest 
however when the Albright Costume Shop fabricated the lovely ladies’ 
costumes in record time without sacrificing one tiny bit of quality: a 
magnificent achievement. Creation of ladies’ costumes was only on small 
part of the shop talents produced for alterations, boot and sandal making, 
wig styling, and so much more. In our recent modern times when 
communication and cooperation seem in short supply, please enjoy the 
talent and beauty of the performance you will see today. It is inspiration 
of what we can achieve when accomplished people work together, even 
when times are challenging. 

Robin Buckwalter 



Dramaturgy Note 
The Golden Age of Theatre was one of the most prolific eras of the theatre 
worldwide. In fact, of the roughly 30,000 plays written during this 
hundred-year period, many of them still survive to this day. With the 
Spanish Inquisition in full swing, plays with a decidedly Catholic bent were 
heavily in fashion, though not all plays centered around religion. The 
“comedia nueva,” another popular form meaning “new drama,” took 
inspiration from a variety of sources, including history, ballads, and, yes, 
the Bible. By the time that Pedro Calderón de la Barca wrote Life is a 
Dream in 1635, he had long since established himself as one of the most 
prominent playwrights of the era. Beginning as a court dramatist in 1623, 
he quickly became popular with both court and common audiences. In 
fact, following the death of playwright Lope de Vega Carpio in 1635, 
Calderón became known as the Spanish playwright. There were many who 
felt that his plays were too conventional, but, by and large, his plays were 
widely celebrated. His “autos sacramentales” (religious plays celebrating 
the Eucharist), in particular, were incredibly popular, and when he died in 
1681, the Spanish Golden Age more or less died with him. 

Sarah Tossman ’20 
 

Special Thanks 
 

Fulton Theatre, Wayne Vettleson, Jeffrey Lentz, Matt Fotis, Joel ______, 
Jim Brown, Kristy Kline, and our anonymous angel. 

 

Congratulations 
 

Wayne E. Vettleson, associate professor of theatre, was recently 
recognized by the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival 

with the prestigious Gold Medallion for his extraordinary contributions to 
the teaching and producing of theatre. Wayne has designed productions, 
mentored students, and been a guiding light for the Domino Players for 

more than thirty years at Albright College. 
 

Domino Players Executive Board 
 

Allison Kephart, Artistic Director 
Autumn Blalock, Production Management Chair 

Taylor Grayson, Communications Chair 
Sania Fontaine, Social Chair 

Andrew Svarczkopf, Financial Chair 
Joey Love, Front-of-House Management Chair 

Matt Fotis and Julia Matthews, Faculty Advisors 



 



Membership Levels and Benefits 
 

 
 
 

Support the Arts at Albright College 
 
Name(s)          
 
Address           
 
City/State/Zip          
 
Phone          E-mail     
 
  I do not wish to receive any benefits for this gift, making it fully tax-deductible. 
 
  CFA membership          other:       
 
  Check, #            Discover          MasterCard          Visa 
 
Card #           
 
Expiration Date:     Total Donation:  $    

 
Make check payable and mail to: 

 

Albright College, Center for the Arts 
PO Box 15234, Reading, PA  19612-5234 

 

OR by credit card, give securely online at www.albright.edu/giving.  Thank you! 

        Friend Advance notice of and exclusive invitations to select events 
        $1-49  with reserved seating when you call in advance. 
 

        Donor  Above benefits, plus a free CD featuring music by the Mane  
       $50-99  Men and Albright Angels ($15 value). 
 

        Patron  Above benefits, plus two complimentary vouchers for any 
      $100-249  Domino Player production ($20 value). 
 

     Benefactor  Above benefits, plus two additional Domino Player ticket 
vouchers ($20 value). 

 

 Director’s Circle  Above benefits, plus two tickets to the Alumni Relations  
      $500-999  Holiday Candlelight Dinner ($56 value). 
 

President’s Circle All of the above and additional invitations to exclusive  
$1,000 and above College-wide events at the discretion of the President. 
 

Membership is tax-deductible less the value of any goods/service received. See 

the season magazine or visit www.albright.edu/giving. Thank you! 

http://www.albright.edu/giving
http://www.albright.edu/giving
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