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Directorʼs Notes 
 
Last spring, when we announced our 2015-2016 Domino Players Company season, I was 
temporarily shaken to hear a beloved patron express surprise at my choice to direct 
Clybourne Park. “Thatʼs so unlike you, Jeff; you always direct love stories.” Bristling at this 
notion, I immediately conjured up the titles of numerous directorial assignments like A 
Clockwork Orange, The Threepenny Opera, Waiting for Godot, Machinal, and Hydriotaphia 
to refute this seemingly preposterous claim. I mean, what do people take me for, some sort 
of wimpy romantic? Iʼve offered our audiences Brecht and Beckett! Yet, far be it from me to 
ignore anyoneʼs honest reaction to my work; so, I began to employ ʻthe tension of 
oppositesʼ in order to see if there was any truth to the idea. I started by asking myself:  
 

What happens if you view such a blatantly political and bitingly 
satirical play like Clybourne Park as a love story?  

 
Cocol and I often describe our creative process as taking an “outside-in” approach—we 
envision the world of the play first and then move inward toward inviting bodies and action 
into that world. Answering my current query, however, meant examining this play from the 
“inside-out”—from the heart and soul of each character and how the events of the play 
effect the people and things they love and long for: their homes, their community, their 
family, their hopes and dreams. While I continue to believe that Bruce Norris intends to 
offer us an opportunity to take a fresh and unflinching look at the repercussions of our 
communal actions/prejudices on the intersection of race and real estate over the past fifty 
years in America with his Pulitzer Prize-winning play, I am thrilled and relieved to say that 
examining the piece through this more humane lens reveals a poignant story of love in a 
time of national change. The exercise also reminded me about the way at least some 
members of our audience absorb and process the experience of witnessing a great play—
from the “inside-out”. 

Jeffrey Lentz, Artist in Residence 
 
 

Dramaturgeʼs Notes 
 
Paul Norris grew up without much exposure to people from different races or ethnicities 
and, partially for this reason, was fascinated by a 7th-grade lesson on A Raisin in the Sun. 
Eventually, Lorraine Hansberryʼs play led Norris to continue the story of the playʼs only 
white character, Karl Lindner, in order to make a statement on race relations in the United 
States and analyze whether or not our society has made any progress. For more 
information on the connections between Clybourne Park and A Raisin in the Sun, in 
addition to information on the intersection of race and real estate in American history, I 
encourage you to peruse the dramaturgical materials available in the lobby in order to fully 
appreciate the depth of Norrisʼ statement on the reality of todayʼs America in the second 
act. 
 
Recent tragedies like the Charleston church shooting and the Ferguson riots point to the 
racial tensions still latent in communities across America, and Clybourne Park asks 
important questions about how human beings relate to one another that illuminate the 
issues behind these events. The play also invites us to look deeply at what “community” 
means – how much influence is exerted on our lives by the people surrounding us? At what 
point must you sacrifice your individual needs in order to serve the needs of the 
community? How do you cope when the freedom to speak your mind begins to oppose the 
freedom to feel comfortable and live without fear of prejudice? 

Annaʼle Hornak, Dramaturge 

  



About the Playwright 
 

Bruce Norris was born in Houston, Texas in 1960 in a predominantly white neighborhood. 
He graduated from Northwestern University in 1982 with a degree in theatre, then, began 
an acting career; he appeared on and off-Broadway and, most notably, had a role in M. 
Night Shyamalanʼs The Sixth Sense. In 1992, Norris ended his acting career and began to 
write plays, starting with the appropriately titled The Actor Retires. His plays have been 
produced at Steppenwolf Theatre Company, Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company, the 
Royal Court Theatre and Playwrights Horizons, among others, and he has been the 
recipient of awards such as the 2009 Steinberg Playwright Award and the Whiting 
Foundation Prize for Drama. 

Annaʼle Hornak, Dramaturge 
 

 

Designerʼs Notes 
 
Ghosts and Flamingos. 
 
When Director Jeffrey Lentz and I embark on a new theatrical project, we draw inspiration 
and challenge from a single visual artist, chosen by affinity and chance. Motherwell took us 
Into the Woods a decade ago, manifesting himself in dangerously tilted black arborial 
stelae. Cy Twombly imparted Waiting for Godotʼs 15ʼ by 15ʼ sinuously random and absurd 
representation of sky. Frank Lloyd Wrightʼs Fallingwater precipitated our cantilevered 
setting for Sarah Ruhlʼs Eurydice. Wright might fittingly have also inspired this production of 
Clybourne Park, since his Prairie Style houses punctuate neighborhoods in and around 
Chicago, where our story takes place. But, since we never use the same artist twice, we 
were stumped. We considered using the entire built environment of Chicago as our “artist,” 
and we worked under that assumption for a couple of weeks, until Jeff happened to Google 
“Chicago public art.” The first image that popped up was of Alexander Calderʼs “Flamingo”, 
painted in the classic Calder Red. Coincidental and appropriate. Inspiration and challenge. 
 
Philadelphiaʼs own Alexander Calder is famous for his whimsical and sometimes 
monumental mobiles. These often large metal assemblies test out the law of gravity; 
eventually balanced rods dangle cascades of sheet metal leafs/flower petals caught in mid 
fall, responding elegantly to the hint of breeze. Kinetic snapshots of a fraction of time. But 
“Flamingo” is not a mobile. It lives in the middle of a plaza with no ceiling from which to 
dangle. It is rather a 53 foot “Stabile” that daintily balances on 5 legs. Such stabiles are 
meant to be walked around, and under, to be inhabited, despite it loftiness. So our three 
Calder Red “Stabiles,” on the stage before you, recreate not just the house in Clybourne 
Park, but also the neighborhood beyond its “walls,” and, by implication, all of our 
communities. 
 
One of my favorite Calder mobiles, “Ghost,” lives in the Main Staircase of the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art. It is white and 34 feet tall. There is a great tension of opposites in its 
location—abstract forms suspended in a volume framed by Greek columns, protected by 
the bow of Diana the Huntress, and by tapestries depicting the life of the emperor 
Constantine. Thatʼs its eclectic neighborhood, but its family line doesnʼt stray far. Ghost 
overlooks both Alexander Stirling Calderʼs Swann Memorial Fountain and, further up the 
Parkway, Alexander Milne Calderʼs Statue of William Penn, atop City Hall. Grandfather, 
Father, and Son–each distinct and independent, each occupying a moment burdened by 
what has been and what will be. 

Cocol Bernal, Scenic Designer 



Clybourne Park 
by Bruce Norris 

 
Act 1:  Chicago, 1959. 
Act 2:  Chicago, 2009. 

 
There will be one, ten-minute intermission between acts. 

 
Clybourne Park is presented by special arrangement with Dramatist Play Service Inc., NY.  

 
 

CAST 
 

Kenneth………......…………………..………………………………………….Ean Ammerman* 
Russ/Dan………..…………………...………………...…………………….............Billy Balmer* 
Albert/Kevin…………………………………………………..…….…..........Anthony Benincasa 
Francine/Lena…………………..……................…………….…….......................Monae Jones 
Jim/Tom……………..………………………..……………..………..……...Matthew Jurkiewicz  
Besty/Lindsey…………………………………………..…………………………..Brenna Landis  
Karl/Steve…………………….……………..……………………..…….…....Nathan Rothermel* 
Bev/Kathy………..…………………..………………………………..…..…..….....NatalieTorpey  

 
 

PRODUCTION STAFF 
 

Director…………………….………………………..…….……………....…..…..…Jeffrey Lentz* 
Scenic Designer……………………………………………………..…...…..……..Cocol Bernal* 
Production Stage Manager…………..………………………….………..…...…Maddie Sedler* 
Costume Designer……………………………………………………………....…Alison Kluxen* 
Assistant Directors….……………………………………....Emily Piket* and Rachel Spause* 
Lighting Designer/Technical Director.………………………………...…..Wayne E. Vettleson* 
Assistant Technical Director……………………..….….…………...………...…....Billy Balmer* 
Assistant Scenic Designers………………………....………Kerry Frank and Michaela Groff* 
Assistant Stage Managers…………………...……........Sarah Mattox and Jennifer Raineri* 
Dramaturge…………………………………………………………………….…Annaʼle Hornak* 
Viewpoints Guru…………………………………….………………………………..Sarah Crake* 
Props Master………………………….……………...……………………..…..….Harry Dietrich* 
Dressers…………………………..…..............................Autumn Galka* and Lindsey Jones 
Shop Assistants………………..Ezra-Ali Dow*, Annaʼle Hornak* and Jada Roulac-Jones* 
Costume Shop Manager…………………..…….…..…………………………….Paula Trimpey 
Costume Shop Assistants…...…Autumn Galka*, Samantha Gardecki*, Madison Geisler, 

Valerie Iacovino, Lindsey Jones, Jennifer Raineri* and Cassidy Wagner 
Booth Crew……………………………….……..…............Tabitha Spina* and Emily Weaver* 
Stagehand…………………………………………………………………….Connor McLaughlin 
Front of House Managers……….……………………………...…Kayla Hill and Melissa Rizzi 
Box Office Manager……………………..……………………………....…...….Marisa McGrath* 
Box Office Assistants……..……………Travis Hoshhauer, Rachel Lillo and Eryn Morlock 
Photographer…………………………………..……………..…………..………..John Pankratz* 
Poster/Program Design……………………..……..…..…Scott Hettinger and David Tanner* 

 
* Denotes a Domino Player. 

 
Costumes provided in part by Broadway CostumesTM, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.broadwaycostumes.com 



Biographies 
 
Ean Ammerman (English/Theatre, 2018) is proud to make his return to the Wachovia 
Stage and dedicates this performance to his great grandmother who promised she would 
be there. 
 
Billy Balmer (Assistant Technical Director) would like to thank Jeffrey Lentz for the 
opportunity to perform. He would also like to thank his shiny, brand new wife: Robin Vacek. 
  
Anthony Benincasa (Business Administration/Spanish, 2017) Although this is my first 
Domino Player production, I was welcomed with love and open arms. Thank you John for 
making me step out of my comfort zone. 
 
Cocol Bernal (Scenic Designer) has designed over 20 shows for the Domino Players 
(Waiting for Godot, Arcadia, Maelstrom, Clockwork Orange) and co-written five plays with 
Jeffrey Lentz. Cocol would like to thank John, Jeff, Billy as well as our magnificent cast and 
crew of Clybourne Park. 
 
Sarah Crake (Theatre, 2016) is thrilled to be a part of the creation of this production. She 
has studied Viewpoints and Movement for the Stage extensively throughout her career at 
Albright and at the Eugene O'Neill Theater Center's National Theater Institute. She thanks 
serendipity for this opportunity and Jeff for his invitation. 
 
Harry Dietrich (English/Theatre, 2017) is excited to call himself the Props Master for 
Clybourne Park! This is his first time doing props, and he hopes the cast and crew all break 
legs!  Harry thanks Jeff for allowing him the opportunity, Cocol for helping find many of the 
props, and the prop closet for being an endless treasure trove of surprises and wonder. 
 
Kerry Frank (Alpha, 2019) This is Kerry's first time participating in a show at Albright. She 
had a great time working with Cocol and is very excited for the opportunity. 
 
Michaela Groff (Arts Administration/Theatre, 2018) is excited to be assisting Cocol with set 
designs for this production. She looks forward to seeing the set come to life with each 
performance. Although she was fired many times, Michaela is pleased to have had the 
opportunity. 
 
Anna'le Hornak (English/Theatre, 2016) is thrilled to be working with Jeff, Cocol, and the 
rest of the cast and crew on this production and could not have asked for more dedicated 
people to work with. She thanks them for bringing their best work, and thanks her friends 
and family for their support. She also thanks Hector. 
 
Monae Jones (Music Industry Studies, 2019) has toured with Roll On! Productions for their 
stage play entitled Right Hand of Fellowship and performed in MaryBeth Mary Roth at 
Albright College earlier this semester. 
 
Matthew Jurkiewicz (Theatre, 2019) This is Matthew's first main stage show at Albright 
and he couldn't be more happy to be working on such a great show with an equally great 
cast and crew. He would like to thank his parents for always supporting him and the cast 
and crew for making his first show at Albright an unforgettable experience. 
 
Alison Kluxen (Costume/Fashion Design Major, 2016) had a lot of fun taking a trip back to 
1959 and 2009 to design the costumes for this production. She wishes all the luck to the 
cast and crew.  
 
Brenna Landis (Communications/Spanish, 2016) is excited to be in the second of two 
back-to-back Domino Players productions. She is honored to be working alongside such a 
talented cast and to have to privilege of being under the direction of Jeff Lentz. 



 
Jeffrey Lentz (Director) serves as the college's Artist-in-Residence for the departments of 
theatre and music. He offers his profound thanks to the production team, cast and crew for 
their generosity, vision and humor throughout the creative process. 
 
Sarah Mattox (Costume Design/Theatre, 2016) is excited to be assistant stage managing 
her first show and is happy to be working with such an amazing crew and cast.  
 
Emily Piket (Arts Administration/Theatre, 2016) would like to thank the cast and crew of 
Clybourne Park for their hard work and positive attitudes. When she is not at rehearsal she 
enjoys catching up on Greyʼs Anatomy and drowning in homework. She would like to thank 
Jeff for the opportunity to assistant direct a Domino Playersʼ production and wishes 
everyone many broken legs. 
 
Jennifer Raineri (Costume Design, 2017) Having previously been a dresser for Devious 
Laughter and Maelstrom, this is Jennifer's third main stage play at Albright College. She's 
grateful to the dedicated cast and crew who made this production great. 
 
Nate Rothermel (Theatre, 2018) thanks his parents, family, friends and fellow players. 
Previous Domino Player credits include: Sebastian in Maelstrom, Merchant in The Masque 
of Beauty and the Beast, and Professor in The Lesson. 
 
Madeline Sedler (Arts Administration/Theatre, 2016) This is Maddieʼs first time stage 
managing and sheʼs thankful for the experience. She admires the cast and crewʼs hard 
work and apologizes for sending so many emails! Shout to all the people she cares about 
who have shaped her life for the better. Endless love to my family, boyfriend and housies.  
 
Rachel Spause (Arts Administration/Theatre, 2017) is blessed to receive such an amazing 
learning experience from working on this production. She thanks Jeff for this opportunity 
and his constant kindness through the process. Thank you Mom and Dad for encouraging 
my ambitions.  
 
Tabitha Spina (Psychology/Theatre, 2018) This is the third time Tabitha has worked on a 
Domino Player production, and she is so proud of everyone in the cast and crew who 
worked so hard to make this production great! 
 
Natalie Torpey (Arts Administration/Theatre, 2019) is honored to take part in her first Jeff 
Lentz production. She is moved by the work and would like to thank her artistic 
collaborators for remaining curious, impulsive and honest. 
 
Paula Trimpey (Costume Shop Director) serves as associate professor of theatre and 
fashion at Albright College. She received a master of fine arts from Wayne State University, 
Detroit, Mich., where she was a member of the Hillberry Theatre Company. Paula has 
designed costumes and served as a costume designer for the Tuacahn Fine and 
Performing Arts Center in southern Utah. She also has worked with touring Broadway 
shows through Troika Entertainment. In addition, for 24 years she held various positions 
and designed shows for the Utah Shakespeare Festival, which won a Tony Award for 
Outstanding Regional Theatre in 2000. 
 
Wayne E. Vettleson (Lighting Designer/Technical Director) has been the Domino Playersʼ 
resident lighting designer and technical director for more than 20 years. He also designs 
lights and scenery for the Ephrata Performing Arts Center and is a proud member of Local 
#97 of I.A.T.S.E. 
 
Emily Weaver (Communication/Theatre Major, 2018) Being on booth crew is a first for 
Emily, and she is thankful for the valuable experience. She sends good vibes to the 
actors/actresses of Clybourne Park and to the rest of the hardworking crew.  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

The Kennedy Center American College Theater FestivalTM 48,	  
part of the Rubenstein Arts Access Program,	  

is generously funded by David and Alice Rubenstein.	  
	  	  

Additional support is provided by The Honorable Stuart Bernstein and Wilma E. Bernstein; 
the Blanche and Irving Laurie Foundation; the Dr. Gerald and Paula McNichols Foundation; 

the Harold and Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust; Hilton Worldwide; and 
Beatrice and Anthony Welters and the AnBryce Foundation. 

 
Education and related artistic programs are made possible through the generosity of  

the National Committee for the Performing Arts and the President’s Advisory Committee on the Arts. 
 

This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival (KCACTF). The 
aims of this national theater education program are to identify and promote quality in college- level 
theater production. To this end, each production entered is eligible for a response by a regional 
KCACTF representative, and selected students and faculty are invited to participate in KCACTF 
programs involving scholarships, internships, grants and awards for actors, directors, dramaturges, 
playwrights, designers, stage managers and critics at both the regional and national levels. 
 
Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for invitation to the KCACTF regional 
festival and may also be considered for national awards recognizing outstanding achievement in 
production, design, direction and performance. 
 
Last year more than 1,300 productions were entered in the KCACTF involving more than 200,000 
students nationwide. By entering this production, our theater department is sharing in the KCACTF 
goals to recognize, reward, and celebrate the exemplary work produced in college and university 
theaters across the nation.	  

 
  



Domino Playersʼ Executive Board 
 

Sean Sassaman, President 
Maddie Sedler, Past President 
Nate Rothermel, Vice President  
Faith Jones-Jackson, Secretary 

Ean Ammerman, Treasurer 
Rachel Spause, Social Chair 

Julia Matthews & Wayne Vettleson, Faculty Advisors 
 
 

Special Thanks to 
 

DawnMarie Crake 
 
 

2014-2015 CFA Season Donors 
	  

An	  Anonymous	  Donor	  
Cornelia	  M.	  Archey	  
Samuel	  Aronson	  
Pamela	  G.	  Artz	  &	  James	  D.	  Yoder	  
Mr.	  &	  Mrs.	  Scott	  Barry	  
Berks	  County	  Community	  Foundation	  
Adlai	  Binger	  &	  Craig	  Lorah	  
Blue	  Mountain	  Foundation	  
Mr.	  &	  Mrs.	  John	  Brown	  
Doreen	  Burdalski	  
Andrea	  Chapdelaine	  &	  David	  Tetreault	  
Sidnie	  White	  Crawford	  &	  Dan	  Crawford	  
Jerome	  &	  Rhoda	  Dersh	  
Phillip	  L.	  Dougherty	  
Beulah	  B.	  Fehr	  
Mark	  R.	  Flannery	  
Angela	  M.	  Fonte	  
Mr.	  &	  Mrs.	  Paul	  Gazzerro,	  Jr.	  
Matthew	  Goldstan	  
Linda	  Mecca	  Green	  
Jesse	  C.	  Grieb	  
Mr.	  &	  Mrs.	  Richard	  Kobina	  Hackman	  
Kathy	  A.	  Hodak	  
Patricia	  Hummel	  
Darryl	  S.	  Jeffries	  &	  Thomas	  E.	  Schultz	  
Marijean	  Jerrell	  &	  Newton	  A.	  Perrin	  
The	  Jewish	  Federation	  of	  Reading	  
Wilmer	  F.	  Johnson	  
	  
	   	  

Dr.	  Susan	  Kraus	  
Eleanor	  A.	  Lentz	  

Mr.	  &	  Mrs.	  Russell	  C.	  Marker	  
Julia	  Matthews	  &	  James	  Brown	  

Dr.	  &	  Mr.	  Meir	  Mazuz	  
Lex	  O.	  &	  Dorothy	  McMillan	  
Mr.	  &	  Mrs.	  Michael	  J.	  Miller	  

Phyllis	  Moser	  
Jane	  Masters	  Nase	  

Penske	  Truck	  Leasing	  
Production	  Solutions,	  Inc.	  

Reading	  Liederkranz	  Singers	  
Emilie	  Reimer	  

Mr.	  &	  Mrs.	  David	  P.	  Rein	  
Rev.	  Elton	  P.	  Richards,	  Jr.	  

Mr.	  &	  Mrs.	  Stephan	  J.	  Sassaman	  
Holly	  Lyn	  Scheffey	  

The	  Silverweed	  Foundation	  
Barbara	  Spangenberg	  

Sweet	  Street	  Desserts,	  Inc.	  
Mr.	  &	  Mrs.	  John	  A.	  Tallarida	  

David	  M.	  Tanner	  
Barbara	  &	  David	  Thun	  

Mr.	  Jaap	  van	  Liere	  
Ralia	  C.	  Vardaxis	  

Verizon	  
Mr.	  &	  Mrs.	  Thomas	  W.	  Weik	  
Kristen	  &	  Richard	  Woodward	  

	  



Membership	  Levels	  &	  Benefits	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

Make	  a	  Donation	  to	  Support	  the	  Arts	  at	  Albright	  College	  
	  
Name(s)	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
Address	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
City/State/Zip	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
Phone	  	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  E-‐mail	   	   	   	   	  
	  
m	  	  I	  do	  not	  wish	  to	  receive	  any	  benefits	  for	  this	  gift,	  making	  it	  fully	  tax-‐deductible.	  
	  
m	  	  CFA	  membership	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  m	  	  other:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
m	  	  Check,	  #	  	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  m	  	  Discover	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  m	  	  MasterCard	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  m	  	  Visa	  
	  
Card	  #	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
Expiration	  Date:	  	   	   	   	   Total	  Donation:	  	   $	  	   	   	  

	  
Make	  check	  payable	  and	  mail	  to:	  

	  

Albright	  College,	  Center	  for	  the	  Arts	  
PO	  Box	  15234,	  Reading,	  PA	  	  19612-‐5234	  

	  

OR	  by	  credit	  card,	  give	  securely	  online	  at	  www.albright.edu/giving.	  	  Thank	  you!	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Friend	   Special	  invitations	  and	  advance	  notice	  of	  events,	  plus	  re-‐	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $1-‐49	  	   served	  seating	  at	  Concert	  Series	  and	  Domino	  Player	  events.	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Donor	  	   Above	  benefits,	  plus	  your	  choice	  of	  a	  free	  catalog	  or	  t-‐shirt	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $50-‐99	  	   from	  the	  Freedman	  Gallery	  ($15	  value).	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Patron	  	   Above	  benefits,	  plus	  two	  complimentary	  vouchers	  for	  any	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  $100-‐249	  	   Domino	  Player	  production	  ($18	  value).	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  Benefactor	  	   Above	  benefits,	  plus	  two	  semester	  passes	  for	  the	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  $250-‐499	  	   International	  Film	  Series	  ($30	  value).	  
	  

	  Director’s	  Circle	  	   Above	  benefits,	  plus	  two	  tickets	  to	  the	  Alumni	  Relations	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  $500-‐999	  	   Holiday	  Candlelight	  Dinner	  ($56	  value).	  
	  

President’s	  Circle	   All	  of	  the	  above	  and	  additional	  invitations	  to	  exclusive	  	  
$1,000	  and	  above	   College-‐wide	  events	  at	  the	  discretion	  of	  the	  President.	  
	  

Membership	  is	  tax-‐deductible	  less	  the	  value	  of	  any	  goods/service	  received.	  
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