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SRBC Releases Proposed 

Rulemaking and Related 

Groundwater Review 

Policies for Public Comment 
 

he Susquehanna River Basin Commission 

has released a proposed rulemaking and 

three related groundwater review policies for 

public comment. The rulemaking and policies will 

be open for written public comment until May 17, 

2021, and oral testimony may be provided at a 

public hearing on May 6, 2021. 

 

     The proposed regulations and policies are 

designed to provide clarity to project sponsors, 

target Commission oversight to the most 

appropriate activities, establish a more efficient and 

effective framework to review groundwater 

withdrawals, and solidify processes to handle an 

anticipated 200-250 groundwater renewal 

applications over the next 5 years. In addition, with 

the successful implementation of grandfathering 

registration, the regulation proposes changes that 

simplify regulations concerning these grandfathered 

projects. The regulations would also codify and 

build upon successful program changes with the 

Commission's natural gas consumptive use 

program, its minor modification regulation, and 

general project review regulations. 

 

     The proposed changes should benefit both the 

Commission and the regulated community, while 

maintaining proper oversight of water resources. 

The proposed rules will ensure wells are permitted 

and monitored in efficient but robust ways that will 

help reduce costs, both to systems that are smaller 

and those that have economic challenges. 

 

     The Commission will hold two informational 

webinars on April 6 and April 14 to help the public 

and regulated community understand the proposal 

and answer questions from the stakeholder 

community. The proposed rulemaking and policies 

are available on the Commission's 

website, https://mdw.srbc.net/alternative-

hydrogeologic-evaluation-policy/, or can be made 

available upon request by contacting Jason Oyler, 

Secretary and General Counsel of the Commission 

at (717) 238-0423 ext. 1312 or at joyler@srbc.net. 

 

Source:  SRBC Press Release, 3/29/2021 
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Pennsylvania Accelerating 

Vaccine Strategy 
 

n March 31, 2021, the Department of 

Health (DOH) in conjunction with the 

COVID-19 Vaccine Task Force announced 

the start of the special initiative to vaccinate 

targeted industry workers and to accelerate the 

vaccination timetable for those in Phases 1B, 1C 

and 2. All Pennsylvanians will be eligible to 

schedule vaccination appointments beginning April 

19. 

 

     “The vaccine landscape continues to evolve as 

the federal government is increasing allocations to 

more retail pharmacy chains across the country,” 

Acting Health Secretary Alison Beam said. “To 

ensure that vaccine continues to get to people 

efficiently and equitably, Pennsylvania is adapting 

its plan to allow workers in targeted industries to 

access any of the three vaccines available at 

providers throughout the state, and to accelerate our 

eligibility for remaining phases of the state’s 

vaccination plan. 

 

     “Pennsylvania’s vaccine providers have 

dramatically stepped up the pace of vaccinations to 

an average of 83,000 per day, moving the keystone 

state higher and higher in the rankings with other 

states. As we complete Phase 1A vaccinations, it’s 

time to open eligibility to more Pennsylvanians so 

providers can continue to fill appointments and 

efficiently, effectively and equitably vaccinate more 

people every day.” 

 

     Pennsylvania will begin the following 

accelerated phased rollout: 

 

 March 31 workers in the four targeted industries 

that Gov. Wolf and the Task Force announced 

on March 12: 

 

o Law enforcement, which includes police, 

sheriffs and deputies, constables, corrections 

officers and staff, as well as probation and 

parole staff. 

o Firefighters, including career and volunteer 

firefighters. 

o Grocery Store workers, including all 

workers in supermarkets and grocery stores. 

o Food and Agriculture workers, including all 

food processing company employees, 

including meat, poultry, and dairy 

processing, fresh fruit and vegetable packing 

operations, food manufacturing, all 

farmworkers, farm operators, and farm 

managers, including at urban agriculture 

operations. 

 

 April 5 all residents in Phase 1B will be eligible 

to start scheduling vaccination appointments. 

 

 April 12 all residents in Phase 1C will be 

eligible to start scheduling vaccination 

appointments. 

 

 April 19, all residents will be eligible to start 

scheduling vaccination appointments. 

 

     “It is important to remember that eligibility does 

not guarantee an immediate vaccination 

appointment,” Beam said. “Vaccine providers are 

ready and eager to get a shot in the arm of every 

person who wants one while we continue to 

aggressively advocate for more vaccine.” 

COVID-19 Vaccine Task Force members discussed 

the benefits of the accelerated plan. 

 

     “President Biden has asked us to make every 

adult eligible for vaccination with the vaccine he is 

providing,” said Sen. Art Haywood. “We can do it; 

we can make the change.  We can get more vaccine 

to Southeast PA and across the commonwealth and 

target vaccine, so no one is left out.” 

 

     “Due to the successful implementation of the 

COVID-19 Vaccine Task Force’s revised strategic 

plan, along with an increasing supply of vaccine 

doses from the federal government and the 

tremendous work of our provider network, 

Pennsylvania is now in a position to pursue an 

aggressive timeline to ensure any Pennsylvanians 

who wants to be vaccinated is eligible to do so by 

April 19,” said Sen. Ryan Aument. “As we expand 

eligibility, we must not forget about our seniors and 

our commitment to prioritize them and others in 

Phase 1A, as well as our frontline workers such as 

law enforcement and first responders in Phase 1B.” 

 

O 
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     “We can meet President Biden ‘s request with 

the amount of vaccines he is providing,” Rep. 

Bridget Malloy Kosierowski said. “Pennsylvania 

has done the work to make this a reality. I have said 

time and time again that this will get better, and it 

is. Our dedicated providers, who are on the ground 

every day, Governor Wolf’s administration, and our 

task force have collaboratively worked together in 

prioritizing the health and safety of all 

Pennsylvanians.” 

 

     “Today is a day of hope and optimism,” said 

Rep. Tim O’Neal. “Earlier this month, we 

announced plans to prioritize our essential workers 

and first responders by offering the Johnson & 

Johnson vaccine to them in the coming weeks. We 

have now done that today. In addition, we have set a 

timeline so that anyone who wants the vaccine will 

get able to begin scheduling their appointment at the 

latest by April 19. The light at the end of the tunnel 

is getting brighter and brighter every day.” 

 

     Residents should continue to use the Department 

of Health’s Vaccine Provider Map 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/immuni

zations/Pages/COVID-19-Vaccine-

Providers.aspx#map to find a vaccine provider 

nearest them. The department will continue to 

update the map as the federal government increases 

the number of pharmacy chains receiving vaccine 

through the Federal Retail Pharmacy Partnership. 

 

     People without internet access can contact the 

Health Hotline by calling 1-877-PA-HEALTH (1-

877-724-3258). 

 

     You can find the recording of today’s press 

conference at http://www.pacast.com/.  

 

Source:  PA Department of Health Press Release, 

3/31/2021 

 

Revenue Department 

Releases March 2021 

Collections 
 

ennsylvania collected $4.8 billion in General 

Fund revenue in March, which was $378.2 

million, or 8.5 percent, more than 

anticipated, Revenue Secretary Dan Hassell 

reported. Fiscal year-to-date General Fund 

collections total $28.7 billion, which is $1.3 billion, 

or 4.7 percent, above estimate. 

 

     Sales tax receipts totaled $916.0 million for 

March, $85.8 million above estimate. Year-to-date 

sales tax collections total $9.3 billion, which is 

$256.8 million, or 2.8 percent, more than 

anticipated. 

 

     Personal income tax (PIT) revenue in March 

was $1.4 billion, $95.1 million above estimate. This 

brings year-to-date PIT collections to $11.2 billion, 

which is $272.6 million, or 2.5 percent, above 

estimate.      

    

     March corporation tax revenue of $2.2 billion 

was $82.6 million above estimate. Year-to-date 

corporation tax collections total $4.6 billion, which 

is $476.7 million, or 11.5 percent, above estimate. 

 

     Inheritance tax revenue for the month was 

$155.7 million, $59.5 million above estimate, 

bringing the year-to-date total to $963.2 million, 

which is $105.8 million, or 12.3 percent, above 

estimate. 

 

     Realty transfer tax revenue was $52.5 million 

for March, $16.5 million above estimate, bringing 

the fiscal-year total to $465.6 million, which is 

$68.7 million, or 17.3 percent, more than 

anticipated. 

 

     Other General Fund tax revenue, including 

cigarette, malt beverage, liquor and gaming taxes, 

totaled $70.1 million for the month, $21.1 million 

above estimate and bringing the year-to-date total to 

$1.3 billion, which is $62.0 million, or 4.9 percent, 

above estimate. 

 

     Non-tax revenue totaled $118.8 million for the 

month, $17.6 million above estimate, bringing the 

year-to-date total to $825.3 million, which is $37.0 

million, or 4.7 percent, above estimate. 

 

     In addition to the General Fund collections, the 

Motor License Fund received $229.8 million for 

the month, $10.3 million above estimate. Fiscal 

year-to-date collections for the fund - which include 

the commonly known gas and diesel taxes, as well P 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/immunizations/Pages/COVID-19-Vaccine-Providers.aspx#map
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/immunizations/Pages/COVID-19-Vaccine-Providers.aspx#map
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/programs/immunizations/Pages/COVID-19-Vaccine-Providers.aspx#map
http://www.pacast.com/
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as other license, fine and fee revenues - total $2.0 

billion, which is $28.9 million, or 1.4 percent, 

below estimate. 

 

Source:  PA Department of Revenue Press Release, 

4/1/2021 

 

Gov. Wolf Praises Biden 

Administration’s Bold 

Infrastructure Plan 
 

ov. Tom Wolf joined President Joe Biden in 

Pittsburgh today and issued the following 

statement on the president’s announcement 

of his American Jobs Plan, which focuses on many 

of the same priorities that the governor has been 

calling for throughout this administration: 

 

     “I’m grateful that President Biden recognizes 

that our nation’s infrastructure, from our highways 

and bridges, to housing, broadband and more, 

demands immediate attention. These issues are 

critical to our public safety, our quality of life, our 

environment and our economy. This bold and 

necessary proposal will help move our 

commonwealth and our nation forward toward a 

brighter, stronger future. 

 

     “Our infrastructure is a critical component to our 

economic recovery. As businesses recover and our 

workforce grows, they depend on our vast 

transportation network. Infrastructure projects are 

also job creators, further spurring economic growth. 

 

     “Ensuring reliable broadband internet access is 

increasingly important for all Americans. From 

education and work to healthcare and social 

connection, this access is the key to bridging the 

digital divide. 

 

     “Broadband access is only truly successful if 

those who are living, working and learning are in 

stable structures. Ensuring strong and stable 

housing, commercial buildings and schools is 

critical for safety and energy efficiency. 

 

     “I share the president’s priorities, which would 

build on my administration’s previous Restore PA 

plan and current Back to Work PA plan, and I look 

forward to working with the Biden Administration 

in its efforts to make this plan a reality. 

 

     “Earlier this year I urged Congress 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/gov-wolf-

urges-congress-to-prioritize-critical-infrastructure-

needs-to-move-pa-forward/ to prioritize many of 

these same critical infrastructure needs for our 

commonwealth and I’m pleased that President 

Biden shares these priorities for the entire nation. I 

again urge Congress to make this comprehensive 

plan a priority so that we all can work together to 

help this country build back better.” 

Source:  Governor Wolf’s Press Office, 3/31/2021 

 

SRBC Announces Water 

Level Monitoring Grants 
 

he Susquehanna River Basin Commission 

(SRBC or Commission) is offering a new 

grant program to support the collection and 

reporting of water level data in groundwater 

production wells. The goal is to promote practices 

that improve the sustainability of the basin's water 

resources. 

 

     The Commission has dedicated $120,000 to fund 

the program for its first year. Grant recipients may 

receive up to $1,500 per source, with a facility cap 

of $7,500 per year. Grants may be used for 

approved projects that are not currently collecting 

water level data from their well(s) or may be used to 

upgrade equipment to meet the Commission's 

requirements to monitor and report operational data. 

Successful applicants will collect and report the 

water level data to the Commission. 

 

     The program is open to both public and non-

public project sponsors. Most projects in the 

Susquehanna River Basin approved to withdraw 

groundwater are eligible to apply. Although project 

sponsors generally must have a current docket 

approval with SRBC, project sponsors with a 

grandfathering certificate or operating under an 

order to make application for groundwater wells are 

also eligible. 

 

     All eligible projects will be considered. Should 

the number of applications exceed the budget for 

this year's grant round, the Commission will 

G 

T 
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generally follow prioritization criteria included in 

the grant package materials. 

 

     Applications open on April 1, 2021, and must be 

received by June 30, 2021. Funding announcements 

will be made after August 1, 2021. For additional 

information and details about how to apply, visit the 

SRBC website or use the link:  

https://www.srbc.net/our-work/what-we-do/water-

level-monitoring-grants.html. 

 

Source:  SRBC Press Release, 4/1/2021 

 

Federal REAL ID 

Enforcement Begins Oct. 1, 

2021  

 

PennDOT has surpassed 1 million optional REAL 

ID-compliant driver’s licenses, ID cards 

 

ith only six months left until the federal 

enforcement of REAL ID begins for 

commercial domestic air travel and other 

federal purposes, the Pennsylvania Department of 

Transportation (PennDOT) is reminding 

Pennsylvania residents who want a REAL ID-

compliant driver's licenses and photo ID cards to 

gather their needed documents as soon as possible 

to ensure they leave plenty of time to get their 

REAL ID before the federal enforcement date.  

 

     To date PennDOT has issued approximately 1.1 

million REAL ID products.  

 

     REAL ID is a federal law that affects how states 

issue driver's licenses and ID cards if they are going 

to be acceptable for federal purposes, such as 

boarding a domestic flight or entering a federal 

building that requires federally acceptable ID upon 

entry. A federally acceptable form of identification 

(whether it's a Pennsylvania REAL ID driver's 

license or ID card, a valid U.S. Passport/Passport 

Card, a military ID, etc.) must be used for these 

purposes on and after October 1, 2021.  

 

     There is no requirement that any resident obtain 

a REAL ID; PennDOT continues to offer standard-

issue driver's licenses and photo IDs. 

 

     "Although October may seem far away right 

now, we encourage our customers who want a 

REAL ID to get one as soon as possible," said 

PennDOT Secretary Yassmin Gramian. "We 

continue to focus on providing the best possible 

customer service to all of our customers as the 

federal deadline approaches." 

 

     Based on data from other states offering an 

optional REAL ID program, PennDOT projected 

that 1.3 million of its customers would get a REAL 

ID prior to the federal deadline of October 1, 2021. 

Having crossed the threshold of issuing 1 million 

REAL ID-compliant products in December 2020, 

PennDOT is well-positioned to reach this target by 

the federal enforcement deadline. 

 

     Since March 1, 2019, PennDOT has processed 

about 5.4 million customers, with more than 1.1 

million individuals choosing to opt into the REAL 

ID program. The remaining 4.3 million have chosen 

not to participate or use an alternative federally 

acceptable form of ID come the October deadline.  

 

     PennDOT paused REAL ID issuance in March 

2020 due to COVID-19 out of an abundance of 

caution and in the interest of public health and 

resumed issuing REAL IDs in September 2020. 

 

     Additionally, the federal Department of 

Homeland Security postponed the enforcement date 

for REAL ID from October 1, 2020, to October 1, 

2021, in response to COVID-19 and the national 

emergency declaration.  

 

     "We want to do everything we can to encourage 

residents interested in applying for a REAL ID to 

start the process now and be aware of all the proper 

documentation needed," said Gramian. "This will 

help ensure our customers have their REAL ID well 

in advance of the October 1, 2021 deadline." 

 

     Customers can obtain a REAL ID by presenting 

documents for verification and processing at any 

driver license center. Federal regulations require 

that to be issued a REAL ID-compliant product, 

PennDOT must verify the below documents: 

 

 Proof of Identity: Examples include original or 

certified copy of a birth certificate filed with the 

State Office of Vital Records/Statistics with a 

W 

https://www.srbc.net/our-work/what-we-do/water-level-monitoring-grants.html
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raised seal/embossed or valid, unexpired, U.S. 

Passport;  

 Proof of Social Security Number: Social 

security card, in current legal name;  

 Two Proofs of Current, Physical PA Address: 

Examples include a current, unexpired PA 

driver's license or identification card, vehicle 

registration or a utility bill with the same name 

and address; and  

 Proof of all Legal Name Changes (if current 

legal name is different than what is reflected on 

proof of identity document): Examples include a 

certified marriage certificate(s) issued by the 

County Court for each marriage, court order(s) 

approving a change in legal name or amended 

birth certificate issued by the State Office of 

Vital Records/Statistics.  

 

     If current name is the same as what is reflected 

on proof of identity document (usually birth 

certificate or passport), a customer does not need to 

show proof of legal name changes. 

 

      Customers have three options for obtaining a 

REAL ID product: Customers may order their 

REAL ID online if they have been pre-verified and 

their REAL ID product will be mailed to them 

within 15 business days; they can visit any 

PennDOT driver license center that is open for 

driver license services, have their documents 

verified and imaged, and their REAL ID product 

will be mailed to them within 15 business days; or 

they can visit one of 13 REAL ID Centers and 

receive their REAL ID product over the counter at 

the time of service. 

 

     For a full list of driver license centers and their 

services, please visit the PennDOT Driver and 

Vehicle Services website, https://dmv.pa.gov/.  

 

     When a customer gets their first REAL ID 

product, they will pay a one-time fee of $30, plus 

the applicable renewal fee (current renewal fee is 

$30.50 for a four-year non-commercial driver's 

license, and $31.50 for a photo ID). The expiration 

date of their initial REAL ID product will include 

any time remaining on their existing non-REAL ID 

product, plus an additional four years, unless the 

customer is over 65 and has a two-year license. This 

expiration date structure means that the customer 

won't "lose" time that they've already paid for. After 

the initial REAL ID product expires, the customer 

will pay no additional fee, beyond regular renewal 

fees, to renew a REAL ID product. 

 

     REAL ID-compliant products are marked with a 

gold star in the upper right corner, standard-issue 

(non-compliant) products include the phrase "NOT 

FOR REAL ID PURPOSES," per federal 

regulations. Sample images can be viewed on 

PennDOT’s website 
https://www.dmv.pa.gov/REALID/Pages/REAL-

ID-Images.aspx.   

 

     More information about REAL ID in 

Pennsylvania, including frequently asked 

questions https://www.dmv.pa.gov/Pages/REAL-

ID-Frequently-Asked-Questions.aspx and 

information on documents required for REAL ID 

https://www.dmv.pa.gov/REALID/Pages/REAL-

ID-Document-Check.aspx, can be found at 

http://www.penndot.gov/REALID.  

 

Source:  PennDOT Press Release, 4/2/2021 

 

#CallUtilitiesNow - PUC 

Continues to Encourage 

Consumers and Small 

Businesses to Discuss 

Affordability Options with 

Utilities 
  

Essential for Customers to Call Utilities to Discuss 

Assistance Programs and/or Payment Plan Options 

to Avoid Termination and #KeepUtilitiesOn 

  

he Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

continues to encourage consumers and small 

businesses who are struggling financially 

to #CallUtilitiesNow to discuss the options 

available to address any past-due balances, apply 

for available assistance programs, and review 

payment plan options - all focused on keeping 

households and businesses connected to vital utility 

services. 

  

     In a special statement 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DChj2iJzRew, 

T 

https://dmv.pa.gov/
https://www.dmv.pa.gov/REALID/Pages/REAL-ID-Images.aspx
https://www.dmv.pa.gov/REALID/Pages/REAL-ID-Images.aspx
https://www.dmv.pa.gov/Pages/REAL-ID-Frequently-Asked-Questions.aspx
https://www.dmv.pa.gov/Pages/REAL-ID-Frequently-Asked-Questions.aspx
https://www.dmv.pa.gov/REALID/Pages/REAL-ID-Document-Check.aspx
https://www.dmv.pa.gov/REALID/Pages/REAL-ID-Document-Check.aspx
http://www.penndot.gov/REALID
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DChj2iJzRew
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PUC Chairman Gladys Brown Dutrieulle 

emphasized that a direct conversation between 

customer and utility is the best "first step" for any 

Pennsylvania household or business to 

#KeepUtilitiesOn, whether your financial 

difficulties are related to the COVID pandemic or 

other circumstances. 

  

     Utilities understand the assistance programs 

available in their communities - including utility-

run Customer Assistance Programs (CAP) for 

income-qualified consumers, national programs like 

LIHEAP (Low Income Home Energy Assistance 

Program), and various hardship funds operated by 

utilities and non-profit organizations 

to #KeepUtilitiesOn. Utilities also can help enroll 

consumers in assistance programs, guide them to 

other available resources and discuss new payment 

plan options to address overdue balances and help 

consumers move forward. 

  

At-Risk Consumers in Pennsylvania 

  

     According to the most recent utility reports 

submitted to the PUC, there are just over 890,000 

residential utility accounts at-risk of termination - 

and while the total number of accounts has 

gradually declined since a peak in October 2020, 

when they reached almost 1.1 million, the total 

dollar amount owed by at-risk households has 

continued to grow, now topping $856 million. 

  

     The PUC noted that millions of dollars in 

financial assistance is currently available from 

utilities and various supplemental programs, and the 

Commission encouraged every eligible individual 

and household to make use of those funds to 

address their balances and #KeepUtilitiesOn. 

  

     The households of greatest concern include: 

 

 Utility customers experiencing financial 

difficulty for the first time and unaware of the 

resources available or the process for requesting 

assistance. 

 Households that did not qualify for assistance in 

the past, because of higher incomes, but may 

now be eligible because of the financial impact 

of the pandemic. 

 CAP customers who have not renewed their 

assistance plan enrollment for the new year - 

risking removal from those programs. 

 Households who qualify for LIHEAP financial 

assistance but have not applied for seasonal or 

supplemental aid. 

 Individuals who may qualify for "rent and utility 

assistance" available through counties across 

Pennsylvania. 

  

     #CallUtilitiesNow is the best way to identify 

what help may be available to you, your family and 

your business.  Also, be sure to call all your 

utilities: electric, natural gas, water/wastewater and 

telecommunication because each may have different 

programs or resources available. 

  

Payment Plans & Flexible Income Verification 

  

     On March 11, 2021, the PUC required all 

Commission-regulated electric, natural gas, water, 

wastewater, telecommunications, and steam utilities 

to modify their existing collection policies to 

provide additional payment plan options 

https://www.puc.pa.gov/press-release/2021/puc-

creates-added-2021-safeguards-to-help-households-

and-small-businesses-address-past-due-utility-bills 

for residential and small business customers. 

  

     Residential customers qualify for payment 

arrangements to gradually pay down their previous 

balances over an extended period - with a minimum 

length of one to five years, depending on their 

income level (lower income levels qualify for 

longer payment periods) - and small business 

customers qualify for payment arrangements with a 

minimum length of 18 months. 

 

     Additionally, utilities and the PUC's Bureau of 

Consumer Services may continue to use flexible 

means for income verification and business status 

information - such as over-the-phone or via 

electronic mail, for the purpose of qualifying 

customers for payment arrangements and/or 

universal service programs.  

  

About the PUC 

  

     Visit the PUC's website at www.puc.pa.gov for 

recent news releases and video of select 

proceedings. You can also follow us on Twitter, 

https://www.puc.pa.gov/press-release/2021/puc-creates-added-2021-safeguards-to-help-households-and-small-businesses-address-past-due-utility-bills
https://www.puc.pa.gov/press-release/2021/puc-creates-added-2021-safeguards-to-help-households-and-small-businesses-address-past-due-utility-bills
https://www.puc.pa.gov/press-release/2021/puc-creates-added-2021-safeguards-to-help-households-and-small-businesses-address-past-due-utility-bills
http://www.puc.pa.gov/
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Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram and YouTube. 

Search for the "Pennsylvania Public Utility 

Commission" or "PA PUC" on your favorite social 

media channel for updates on utility issues and 

other helpful consumer information. 

 

Source:  PUC Press Release, 4/2/2021 

 

Wolf Administration 

Reminds Businesses to 

Ensure a Safe Workspace for 

Employees and Customers 

Alike  
 

Telework Order Updated to be Encouraged, but not 

Mandated 

 

s Pennsylvania continues 

to accelerate vaccine eligibility and 

availability and mitigate the spread of 

COVID-19, the Wolf Administration today said that 

all Pennsylvanians should take continued steps to 

ensure a safe workspace for employees and 

customers alike. 

 

     “We are making tremendous progress 

vaccinating Pennsylvanians and are now able to 

accelerate our state vaccine plan,” Department of 

Health Acting Secretary Alison Beam said. “As we 

move forward, we are reminding Pennsylvanians 

that it is still imperative that they follow 

current personal mitigation efforts such as wearing 

a mask, maintaining social distance and 

following gathering and occupancy guidelines so 

we can protect public health while we jump-start 

our economy.” 

 

     “The COVID-19 virus is still present in our 

communities,” Beam added. “We encourage anyone 

who feels they need, or wants, a COVID-19 test to 

take advantage of hundreds of testing locations if 

they feel they have been exposed to COVID-19. 

Testing remains the best way to determine your 

exposure to and to ultimately stop the spread of 

COVID-19.” 

 

     “We've made significant progress in our battle 

against COVID-19, so we must continue abiding by 

all guidelines and orders, including masking and 

social distancing when out and about,” 

said Department of Community and Economic 

Development (DCED) Sec. Dennis Davin. “The 

best way to support our local businesses is to create 

a safe environment for everyone so that we can 

combat the virus’ spread, which will help position 

us to bounce back easier and faster long term.”  

 

     The Wolf Administration offers guidance online 

through the administration's guidance for businesses 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-19/business-

guidance/ and guidance for businesses in the 

restaurant industry 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-19/restaurant-

industry-guidance/. 

 

     The Open & Certified Pennsylvania 

https://www.pa.gov/covid/open-and-certified-

pennsylvania/ process is still open for restaurants 

that are interested in self-certifying to increase 

indoor capacity. There is no cost to self-certify and 

restaurants can access the online self-

certification form here 
https://spportal.dot.pa.gov/self-certify/pages/self-

certify.aspx. Self-certified restaurants can promote 

their status with provided branded signage and 

consumers can search the Open and Certified 

database https://spportal.dot.pa.gov/self-

certify/pages/self-certify-search.aspx to confirm 

what businesses near them have self-

certified. Business owners with additional questions 

about the self-certification program can 

contact covidselfcert@pa.gov and view Frequently 

Asked Questions https://dced.pa.gov/wp-

content/uploads/2020/09/Open-Certfied-

Pennsylvania-FAQs.pdf as a reference for  

restaurant owners and the public.   

 

     Newly updated orders and guidance, which take 

place Sunday, April 4, are available online:  

 

     Governor’s Order 
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-

content/uploads/2021/04/2021.4.1-TWW-v2-

amended-mitigation-enforcement-immunity-

order.pdf, as amended.  

 

     Secretary of Health Order 
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-

content/uploads/2021/04/2021.4.1-Amendment-to-

A 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-19/business-guidance/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-19/business-guidance/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-19/restaurant-industry-guidance/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-19/restaurant-industry-guidance/
https://www.pa.gov/covid/open-and-certified-pennsylvania/
https://www.pa.gov/covid/open-and-certified-pennsylvania/
https://spportal.dot.pa.gov/self-certify/pages/self-certify.aspx
https://spportal.dot.pa.gov/self-certify/pages/self-certify.aspx
https://spportal.dot.pa.gov/self-certify/pages/self-certify-search.aspx
https://spportal.dot.pa.gov/self-certify/pages/self-certify-search.aspx
https://dced.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Open-Certfied-Pennsylvania-FAQs.pdf
https://dced.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Open-Certfied-Pennsylvania-FAQs.pdf
https://dced.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Open-Certfied-Pennsylvania-FAQs.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021.4.1-TWW-v2-amended-mitigation-enforcement-immunity-order.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021.4.1-TWW-v2-amended-mitigation-enforcement-immunity-order.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021.4.1-TWW-v2-amended-mitigation-enforcement-immunity-order.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021.4.1-TWW-v2-amended-mitigation-enforcement-immunity-order.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021.4.1-Amendment-to-Order-of-the-Secretary-Mitigation-and-Enforcement.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021.4.1-Amendment-to-Order-of-the-Secretary-Mitigation-and-Enforcement.pdf
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Order-of-the-Secretary-Mitigation-and-

Enforcement.pdf, as amended.   

 

     Frequently Asked Questions 
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavir

us/Pages/Guidance/Targeted-Mitigation-FAQ.aspx . 

Also starting Sunday, April 4, telework for 

businesses will be highly encouraged; previously, 

telework was to be used unless it was not possible 

to do so. 

 

Source:  Governor Wolf’s Press Office, 4/1/2021  

 

PUC Proposes New Rules on 

Replacement of Consumer-

Owned Lead Service, 

Damaged Wastewater 

Service Laterals Cost 

Recovery 
 

he Public Utility Commission invites 

comments on a proposed rulemaking 

addressing the replacement of consumer-

owned lead service lines and damaged wastewater 

service laterals (DWSL) and the recovery of 

associated costs.  (PA Bulletin, page 1802 

http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/secure/pabulletin

/data/vol51/51-14/51-14.pdf) 

 

     Act 120, signed by Gov. Wolf on Oct. 24, 2018, 

amended the Public Utility Code regarding the 

replacement of lead service lines (LSLs) and 

damaged wastewater service laterals (DWSLs) and 

the recovery of associated costs. 

 

     Act 120 directs the Commission to establish 

certain standards, processes, and procedures by 

regulation to ensure a warranty on the utility's 

replacement work and reimburse customers who 

replaced LSLs and DWSLs at their own cost. 

 

     The NOPR is the result of several months of 

work, first directed in a Joint Motion of Oct. 3, 

2019 https://www.puc.pa.gov/pcdocs/1638785.pdf, 

that included a PUC-convened working group, 

along with directed questions to interested 

stakeholders for comment on the replacement of 

LSLs and DWSLs-- including parameters for 

planning and reporting, communication, 

replacements, refusals, 66 Pa. C.S. § 1311(b), and 

rates. 

 

     Interested parties may submit written comments, 

via the Commission's electronic filing system, 

referencing Docket No. L-2020-3019521 within 60 

days of publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, 

and reply comments 30 days thereafter.   

 

     Filing information can be found on the 

Commission's website at 

https://www.puc.pa.gov/filing-resources/efiling/. 

      

     Read the entire PA Bulletin notice for more 

information on filing comments here 

http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/secure/pabulletin

/data/vol51/51-14/51-14.pdf. 

 

Source:  PA Environmental Digest Blog, 4/2/2021  

 

# # # # # # # 
 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 

T 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021.4.1-Amendment-to-Order-of-the-Secretary-Mitigation-and-Enforcement.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021.4.1-Amendment-to-Order-of-the-Secretary-Mitigation-and-Enforcement.pdf
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Guidance/Targeted-Mitigation-FAQ.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Guidance/Targeted-Mitigation-FAQ.aspx
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/secure/pabulletin/data/vol51/51-14/51-14.pdf
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/secure/pabulletin/data/vol51/51-14/51-14.pdf
https://www.puc.pa.gov/pcdocs/1638785.pdf
https://www.puc.pa.gov/filing-resources/efiling/
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/secure/pabulletin/data/vol51/51-14/51-14.pdf
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/secure/pabulletin/data/vol51/51-14/51-14.pdf

