
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 7, 2021 – Issue 144 

                                                                                                              

Senate Republican Leaders 

Strongly Oppose Governor’s 

Massive Tax and Spend 

Budget Plan 
  

enate Republican leaders called Governor 

Wolf’s massive tax and spend budget 

proposal “dead on arrival” in the Senate, 

saying it is out of touch with Pennsylvanians and 

small businesses that are struggling to survive 

during the COVID-19 crisis. 

 

     Senate President Pro Tempore Jake Corman (R-

34), Senate Majority Leader Kim Ward (R-39) and 

Senate Appropriations Committee Chair Pat 

Browne (R-16) said his plan to increase spending by 

more than $3 billion – the largest proposed increase 

in history – is unacceptable and could further hurt 

the state’s struggling economy.  His personal 

income tax hike would increase the amount of state 

tax paid out of many Pennsylvanians’ paychecks by 

a staggering 46 percent, at a time when many 

residents are barely making ends meet. They offered 

the following statements on the budget. 

  

     Senate President Pro Tempore Jake Corman (R-

34): “This proposed budget shows the disdain 

Governor Wolf and his Democrat allies have for 

middle-class families and the small businesses that 

employ them. Calling this a tax cut is laughable and 

an affront to small employers and other 

Pennsylvanians who have struggled to stay afloat 

under the Wolf Administration’s misguided, 

arbitrary and authoritarian edicts. The big box stores 

do not care about increases to the personal income 

tax or the minimum wage. The mom-and-pop stores 

will bear the brunt of this proposal. Small 

employers and middle-class families are 

what drives economic recoveries. Governor Wolf 

has put yet another target on their backs.” 

  

     Senate Majority Leader Kim Ward (R-

39): “Governor Wolf's progressive tax proposal is 

exactly what we predicted. Increasing taxes on 

productive Pennsylvanians. Doing this after 

closures and restrictions have already devastated 

our economy is absurd.”    
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     Senate Appropriations Committee Chair Pat 

Browne (R-16): “The Governor could not have 

picked a worse time to propose a 46.3 percent 

increase in the personal income tax given the 

struggles Pennsylvanians continue to face during 

the worst pandemic of our lifetime. This major tax 

increase and massive spending plan will devastate 

working families and small business owners, many 

who already cannot afford their current tax burden, 

are unemployed or have been forced to close their 

business. Now more than ever, we need to develop 

a budget that is fiscally responsible and that helps 

keep businesses open and employees working, 

creates jobs and rebuilds our economy.” 

  

Source:  Senate Republican Caucus Press Release, 

2/3/2021 

 

$912 Million COVID-19 

Relief Package Sent to 

Governor 
 

 comprehensive $912 million relief package 

to help restaurants, schools, employers, and 

tenants impacted by the COVID-19 

pandemic received final legislative approval on 

February 5, 2021 and was sent to the Governor's 

desk, according to Senator Joe Pittman, the prime 

sponsor of the legislation. 

 

     Senate Bill 109 
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=

0109 amends the state Fiscal Code to allocate 

$569.8 million for Rental and Utility Assistance, 

$197 million for education programs, and $145 

million to support Pennsylvania's struggling 

hospitality industry as it copes with the devastation 

created by the COVID-19 pandemic and the 

Governor's mandated closings and restrictions.  

 

     "It is worth pointing out that this is the very first 

bill to reach the Governor in this legislative session 

and should be signed into law as Act 1 of 2021. 

That clearly shows the importance of the measure 

and our efforts to bring relief to the people of 

Pennsylvania," Senator Pittman said.  "While this 

was a contentious week in Harrisburg, it is good to 

see a bipartisan product being delivered to 

Pennsylvanians, one that not only addresses for 

negative impacts of COVID-19, but also provides 

important protections to ensure that federal stimulus 

support to our citizens is not subjected to taxation 

by the Commonwealth."   

 

     The bill would exempt income received from the 

federal Paycheck Protection Program and stimulus 

checks from taxation under the state's Personal 

Income Tax. The measure was approved by both the 

Senate and the House of Representatives this week 

and was sent to the Governor for enactment into 

law. 

 

     "This legislation drives out more than $900 

million in assistance to our communities to address 

the ongoing impacts of the COVOD-19 pandemic 

through business assistance, rental assistance and 

assistance to our education community," Senator 

Pittman said. "I urge the Governor to expeditiously 

sign this bill. It is vitally important to send out these 

dollars that are sitting in our state Treasury right 

now. This is funding that came to Pennsylvania 

from the Trump Administration several weeks ago. 

It is time we put this money in our communities to 

address these important needs." 

 

     Under the measure, federal funding for rental 

and utility assistance would be proportionally 

distributed to counties based on their population. 

The conditions set by Senate Bill 109 will ensure 

the funding is used prudently and responsibly with 

the intention of providing a financial safety net for 

tenants and landlords. Funding for the Rental and 

Utility Assistance program would be provided by 

federal Coronavirus stimulus money as part of H.R. 

133, Consolidated Appropriations Act 2021. 

 

     "We are providing nearly $570 million dollars to 

all 67 counties through this legislation to support 

tenants through rental and utility assistance 

programs," said Senator Pittman. "We crafted this 

legislation very carefully to ensure that we have 

timelines in place that make it clear that funds not 

used by the counties will be reallocated and kept 

here in our Commonwealth." 

 

     The $197 million for education, which is also 

supported by federal funding, would be used to 

create a $150 million competitive grant program 
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https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=0109
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under the Department of Education to assist non-

public schools that have been impacted by the 

pandemic and have not received government 

assistance. 

 

     The remaining $47 million would provide: 

 

 $20 million for Career and Technical Schools. 

 $14 million for Community Colleges. 

 $8.075 million for Private Residential 

Rehabilitative Institutions, charter schools for 

the deaf and blind, and approved private 

schools. 

 $5 million for the State System of Higher 

Education to support its restructuring initiative. 

 

     The third component in the sweeping relief 

package would transfer $145 million from the 

Workers' Compensation Security Fund to the 

COVID-19 Response Restricted Account to provide 

county block grants to assist the hospitality 

industry, including restaurants, bars and hotels.  

 

     Grants would be provided in increments of 

$5,000 up to $50,000. Grants may not be used to 

pay for the same operating expenses already 

covered by a federal PPP loan or the state's prior 

$225 million Small Business Assistance Program. 

 

Source:  Senator Pittman Press Release, 2/5/2021 

 

Ward: Constitutional 

Amendment Requiring a 

Legislative Vote on Extended 

Disaster Declarations 

Receives Final Legislative 

Approval 
  

 proposed constitutional amendment 

sponsored by Senate Majority Leader Kim 

Ward (R-Westmoreland) to limit the length 

of future emergency disaster declarations unless an 

extension is approved by the General Assembly 

received final legislative approval today and will be 

put before the voters to decide in the May 18 

primary election. 

  

     Under current law, a governor's emergency 

declaration can last up to 90 days and be renewed 

by the governor indefinitely. Under Senate Bill 2, 

the emergency declaration would be limited to 21 

days unless the General Assembly approved a 

longer duration. It also clarifies the legislature is not 

required to present the resolution ending the 

declaration to the governor for his consideration. 

  

     "Our state Constitution provides for three equal 

branches of government," Senator Ward said. "By 

placing this amendment on the ballot, and receiving 

the approval of Pennsylvania citizens, we will 

ensure that representation exists even during an 

extended state emergency. This amendment will 

give power back to the people who elect us to 

represent them. I would like to thank the leadership 

of the PA House of Representatives and my 

colleagues in the State Senate for moving this 

initiative forward so that it will be in the hands of 

Pennsylvanians to decide upon this spring." 

  

     Senate Bill 2 also provides for a constitutional 

amendment prohibiting the denial of equal rights 

based on race or ethnicity, bringing the 

Pennsylvania Constitution in line with the U.S. 

Constitution. 

        

     As a constitutional amendment, the legislation 

had to be approved by the General Assembly in two 

consecutive legislative sessions before being put on 

the ballot for voters to decide. The measure was 

approved by the General Assembly in the previous 

legislative session and passed by the House of 

Representatives today, following approval by the 

Senate on January 26.  In addition to Senator Ward, 

the initiative was sponsored by Senator Scott Martin 

(R-13) and Senator John DiSanto (R-15). 

        

     If passed by voters, the provisions will not 

jeopardize any current or future federal funding 

allocated in response to emergencies within the 

Commonwealth. 

        

     "The citizens of Pennsylvania should have a say 

in reining in this extended, unilateral power on 

display during this emergency," Ward said. "They 

are the ones who suffer the consequences when 

checks and balances don't exist, including 

inconsistent vaccine rollouts, businesses that have 

been shuttered, nursing home residents who have 
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suffered under the Department of Health, and 

hundreds of thousands of unemployed workers who 

continue to struggle to obtain unemployment 

benefits." 

        

     "The elected Pennsylvania Legislature attempted 

to pass bills to prevent and mitigate this damage, 

and the governor refused to listen to our 

constituents time and time again," Ward said. 

"Now, it is those constituents who will have the 

chance to ensure that no future governor can wield 

such enormous power for so long." 

 

Source:  Senator Ward Press Release, 2/5/2021 

 

Virtual PUC Damage 

Prevention Committee 

Meeting on Feb. 9 
 

he Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

(PUC) will hold a virtual meeting of the 

Damage Prevention Committee (DPC) on 

Tuesday, Feb. 9, at 9 a.m. 

 

About the DPC 

 

     The DPC is a peer-based group of 13 

representatives, nominated by their industry or 

affiliated organization and appointed by the PUC. 

Creation of the committee was authorized by Act 50 

of 2017 https://www.puc.pa.gov/press-release/by-

id/3918, which enhances Pennsylvania's 

Underground Utility Line Protection Act - also 

known as the "One Call Law." The focus of the 

DPC is to reduce the number of "hits" on 

underground lines and utilities. 

 

     The DPC meets regularly to review alleged 

violations of Act 50 and make informal 

determinations as to the appropriate response 

including, but not limited to, the issuance of 

warning letters, mandatory training programs and/or 

administrative penalties.  Summaries of actions 

https://www.puc.pa.gov/pipeline/pa-one-call/ taken 

at monthly DPC meetings are available on the 

PUC's website. 

 

Digging Safety - PA One Call 

 

     Every year, underground lines across the state 

are struck more than 6,000 times - which means that 

during the average workday a pipeline or other vital 

utility system is hit every 20 minutes. While 

underground lines are often "out of sight and out of 

mind," every hit poses a risk to the contractors and 

homeowners who are doing the digging; to utility 

workers and emergency responders who are 

mobilized when lines are struck; and to bystanders 

who live, work or travel near the locations of the 

incidents.  

 

     State law requires contractors and residents to 

contact PA One Call https://www.pa1call.org/ at 

least three business days prior to excavation - 

triggering alerts to all utilities within an intended 

digging area and prompting utilities to mark where 

their facilities are located. Pennsylvanians can dial 

8-1-1 to connect with the One Call system, while 

out-of-state residents or businesses can call 1-800-

242-1776. 

 

About the Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement 

 

     As the independent investigation and 

enforcement bureau of the PUC, I&E enforces state 

and federal pipeline safety, electric safety and motor 

carrier safety laws and regulations and represents 

the public interest in ratemaking and service matters 

before the PUC's Office of Administrative Law 

Judge.  I&E has the authority to bring enforcement 

action, seek emergency orders from the 

Commission or take other steps to ensure public 

safety. 

 

Source:  PUC Press Release, 2/5/2021 

 

PUC Chair Dutrieuille 

Honors Strength & Impact 

of Black Families as 

Pennsylvania’s Black History 

Month Celebrations Begin 
 

‘From the Struggle for Freedom to the 

Fight Against COVID-19, Black Families have 

Provided Protection, Support, Encouragement and 

Love’ 

 

T 
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n February 4, 2021, the Pennsylvania Public 

Utility Commission (PUC) Chairman 

Gladys Brown Dutrieuille paid special 

tribute to the strength and impact of the Black 

Family, which is the national theme for this year’s 

recognition of Black History Month: 

 

     “The story of our nation is incomplete without 

recognizing the role of the Black Family in our 

country’s growth. Our story is not one that many 

can tell, or would have wanted to experience, but it 

must be understood. 

 

     “For most Black Americans, our arrival to this 

country’s shores was not by choice, but rather, the 

result of violence and oppression. But it was 

through the dynamic and supportive role of the 

Black Family that many were able to overcome the 

challenges and barriers placed in our way – from 

slavery and segregation to discrimination and bias 

that can still linger. 

 

     “It is the Black Family, whose bonds have 

fiercely and valiantly provided the protection, 

support, encouragement and love needed to survive 

and endure the harrowing existence of our 

ancestors.  It is the strong bonds of the Black 

Family that nurtured and strengthened the spirit of 

freedom for enslaved ancestors, and motivated 

following generations to face many challenges 

throughout the history of our Country – from the 

struggle for freedom, equality and opportunity to 

the current global fight against COVID-19. 

 

     “I am reminded of the poem of Maya Angelou, 

where she says… ‘but still I rise!’  It is a perfect 

depiction of the faith that members of the Black 

Family still hold closely.  The Black Family - with 

their love and support, their sweat and their tears, 

their joy and their fears, and their strength and 

resolve – cleared the way for future generations and 

set the stage to demand representation in 

government, industry, entrepreneurial endeavors, 

and many other areas of social justice and equal 

rights.” 

  

Pennsylvania Black History Month Celebration 

 

     The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Multi-

Agency Black History Month Committee is hosting 

a virtual Black History Month program on 

February 16, 2021, beginning at noon. 

 

     The theme for the 2021 program is - The Black 

Family:  Representation, Identity, and Diversity 

– which is the national theme developed by the 

Association for the Study of African American Life 

and History. 

 

     The celebration will include keynote remarks 

from State Representative Joanna E. McClinton, 

Minority Leader of the Pennsylvania House of 

Representatives, along with various presentations 

and performances, including readings of student 

essay and poem contest winners. 

 

     This Black History Month event is intended to 

stimulate discussion and bridge cultures.  It is free 

and open to the public.  If you would like to attend 

the virtual event, please register 

here:  https://www.puc.pa.gov/upcoming-

events/black-history-month/. 

 

About the PUC 

 

     The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

balances the needs of consumers and utilities; 

ensures safe and reliable utility service at 

reasonable rates; protects the public interest; 

educates consumers to make independent and 

informed utility choices; furthers economic 

development; and fosters new technologies and 

competitive markets in an environmentally sound 

manner. 

 

     Visit the PUC’s website at  

http://www.puc.pa.gov/ for recent news releases and 

video of select proceedings. You can also follow us 

on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram and 

YouTube. Search for the “Pennsylvania Public 

Utility Commission” or “PA PUC” on your favorite 

social media channel for updates on utility issues 

and other helpful consumer information. 

 

Source:  PUC Press Release, 2/4/2021 

 

DEP Lifts Drought Watch 

for Centre, Clearfield, and 

Clinton Counties, Announces 

O 
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Hydrologic Conditions 

Normal Statewide 
 

fter a meeting of the Commonwealth 

Drought Task Force, the Pennsylvania 

Department of Environmental Protection 

(DEP) returned to normal status the final counties 

on drought watch: Centre, Clearfield, and Clinton. 

Hydrologic conditions are now normal statewide. 

 

     Drought watch or warning conditions began in 

mid-August and expanded during the fall, affecting 

a total of 30 counties. 

 

     DEP bases its drought declarations on four 

numeric indicators. The agency gets stream flow 

and groundwater level data from a statewide 

network of gauges maintained by the U.S. 

Geological Survey. In addition, DEP monitors 

precipitation and soil moisture. DEP also factors in 

information it receives from public water suppliers 

on their reserves and operations. 

 

     Seven suppliers in six counties continue to 

request or require local water use reductions as 

water levels recover. Find the list at 

http://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/PlanningCo

nservation/Drought/Pages/default.aspx.  

 

     The Drought Task Force will next meet when 

conditions warrant. 

 

Source:  DEP Press Release, 2/4/2021  

 

State and Local Partners 

Made Record Progress in 

Second Year of Chesapeake 

Bay Phase 3 Watershed 

Implementation Plan 
 

he Pennsylvania Departments of 

Environmental Protection (DEP), 

Agriculture, and Conservation and Natural 

Resources (DCNR) announced that state and local 

partners made record progress in 2020 on the Phase 

3 Watershed Implementation Plan (Phase 3 WIP) to 

improve the health of Pennsylvania's share of the 

Chesapeake Bay Watershed. 

 

     "In a year of significant challenges related to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, when any partnership with as 

many moving parts as the Phase 3 WIP could've 

fallen apart, we achieved a record level of 

progress," said DEP Secretary Patrick McDonnell. 

"We ended the second year of Phase 3 WIP 

implementation with every county now signed on to 

help and people reaching out to get involved, as 

well as notable progress by the wastewater, 

farming, and other sectors." 

 

     Nutrient (nitrogen and phosphorus) pollution and 

sediment build up in streams, rivers, and lakes as a 

result of human activity, such as using too much 

fertilizer, plowing and tilling agricultural fields, and 

stripping away trees and vegetation, increasing 

streambank erosion.  

 

     The Phase 3 WIP 

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/Pennsylva

nia%E2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Prog

ram%20Office/WIP3/Pages/Phase-III-WIP-

(Watershed-Implementation-Plans).aspx is the state-

coordinated initiative to reduce these pollutants and 

improve water quality to benefit Pennsylvania's 

local communities, economy, and quality of life, 

while meeting U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) requirements for the bay. All six 

states in the watershed and the District of Columbia 

began working in 2010 to meet these federal targets. 

The Phase 3 WIP follows two earlier plans. Year-

end reports for 2020 demonstrate that Pennsylvania 

attained a number of milestones. 

 

     While EPA is still reviewing 2019-2020 numeric 

data, its initial assessment credits Pennsylvania with 

its third largest annual nitrogen reduction in 2019-

2020. Wastewater treatment plants contributed 73 

percent, their largest annual nitrogen reduction in 35 

years. This was due primarily to more accurate 

reporting of actual versus estimated pollutant levels. 

 

     EPA credits Pennsylvania with its sixth largest 

annual phosphorus reduction in 2019-2020. 

Wastewater treatment plants contributed 61 percent, 

their second largest annual phosphorus reduction in 

35 years. 

 

A 
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http://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/PlanningConservation/Drought/Pages/default.aspx
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https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%E2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/WIP3/Pages/Phase-III-WIP-(Watershed-Implementation-Plans).aspx
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%E2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/WIP3/Pages/Phase-III-WIP-(Watershed-Implementation-Plans).aspx
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     Farmers contributed 25 percent of the nitrogen 

reduction and 32 percent of the phosphorus 

reduction, which is their largest annual phosphorus 

reduction since 2010. Better accounting of 

implementation of nutrient and sediment reducing 

practices, such as the state-required agricultural 

erosion and sediment control and nutrient and 

manure management plans, was one contributing 

factor. 

 

     Increasingly efficient application of fertilizers 

was another contributing factor. EPA research 

shows that of all states in the watershed, 

Pennsylvania has had the largest historical decline 

in "agricultural surplus," or excess nitrogen and 

phosphorus that isn't absorbed by crops. 

     "Despite the challenges of 2020 to the 

agriculture industry, farmers stepped up to meet 

their commitments to reducing nutrient and 

sediment loads to the bay by developing and 

implementing conservation plans, using fertilizers 

more efficiently, increasing the use of no-till 

technology, and planting cover crops," said 

Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding. "We know 

that we need to cultivate tomorrow to feed the 

future, and that requires stewardship of our 

resources today." 

 

     Many types of best management practices and 

projects help reduce nutrient and sediment water 

pollution, including applying fertilizer efficiently, 

planting trees on streambanks, installing fencing to 

keep livestock out of water, practicing no-till 

farming, managing manure correctly, and restoring 

streams and floodplains to more natural conditions. 

 

     Also, according to EPA's initial assessment, 

Pennsylvania carried out nutrient and manure 

management, cover crop, soil and water 

conservation planning, and non-agriculture erosion 

and sediment control best management practices at 

twice the rate in 2019-20 as its long-term annual 

rate. 

 

     Although the pandemic made it difficult to get 

boots on the ground in 2020, state and county 

partners persevered in engaging landowners for 

upcoming projects and launching or completing 

current projects. 

 

     Building on several years of leading the 

collaborative movement of many partners to plant 

trees along streams, DCNR launched the Buffer My 

Stream 
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/Water/Ripar

ianBuffers/BufferMyStream/Pages/default.aspx 

outreach campaign, resulting in contacts with more 

than 180 landowners, with plantings occurring last 

fall and into this year. The department also 

implemented a new Lawn Conversion Program 

https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/Water/Lawn

Conversion/Pages/default.aspx in 2020, resulting in 

approximately 20 acres of installations. 

 

     "Streamside buffers and converting grass to trees 

or meadows are natural ways for agricultural and 

residential landowners to create cleaner water and 

improve the stewardship of their land," said DCNR 

Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn. "Not all eligible 

landowners are aware of their value, so our efforts 

last year focused on making it easy for landowners 

to understand the benefits of these practices and 

connect them with funding and experts available to 

guide them." 

 

     The Phase 3 WIP takes a Healthy Waters, 

Healthy Communities 
https://gis.deppa.gov/chesapeakebaywatershed/inde

x.html approach, inviting county teams to take 

control of local water quality improvement, with 

state and other partners providing as much data, 

technical assistance, funding, and other support as 

possible. It encourages and equips counties to 

develop strategies and determine project sites and 

types that will benefit their communities and 

farmers, municipalities, businesses, and other 

landowners, while restoring the environment. 

 

     State government and sector partners have 

responded as much as possible to county leaders' 

requests for specific types of assistance. In 2020 

this included developing a new guide that clarifies 

the permitting process on watershed projects 

http://www.depgreenport.state.pa.us/elibrary/GetDo

cument?docId=3471486&DocName=PENNSYLV

ANIAN%26#39;S%20GUIDE%20TO%20PERMIT

TING%20WATERSHED%20IMPROVEMENT%2

0PROJECTS.PDF%20%20%3Cspan%20style%3D

%22color:green;%22%3E%3C/span%3E%20%3Cs

pan%20style%3D%22color:blue;%22%3E(NEW)%

3C/span%3E%2012/7/2022 and holding web-based 

https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/Water/RiparianBuffers/BufferMyStream/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/Water/RiparianBuffers/BufferMyStream/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/Water/LawnConversion/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/Water/LawnConversion/Pages/default.aspx
https://gis.deppa.gov/chesapeakebaywatershed/index.html
https://gis.deppa.gov/chesapeakebaywatershed/index.html
http://www.depgreenport.state.pa.us/elibrary/GetDocument?docId=3471486&DocName=PENNSYLVANIAN%26#39;S%20GUIDE%20TO%20PERMITTING%20WATERSHED%20IMPROVEMENT%20PROJECTS.PDF%20%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:green;%22%3E%3C/span%3E%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:blue;%22%3E(NEW)%3C/span%3E%2012/7/2022
http://www.depgreenport.state.pa.us/elibrary/GetDocument?docId=3471486&DocName=PENNSYLVANIAN%26#39;S%20GUIDE%20TO%20PERMITTING%20WATERSHED%20IMPROVEMENT%20PROJECTS.PDF%20%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:green;%22%3E%3C/span%3E%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:blue;%22%3E(NEW)%3C/span%3E%2012/7/2022
http://www.depgreenport.state.pa.us/elibrary/GetDocument?docId=3471486&DocName=PENNSYLVANIAN%26#39;S%20GUIDE%20TO%20PERMITTING%20WATERSHED%20IMPROVEMENT%20PROJECTS.PDF%20%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:green;%22%3E%3C/span%3E%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:blue;%22%3E(NEW)%3C/span%3E%2012/7/2022
http://www.depgreenport.state.pa.us/elibrary/GetDocument?docId=3471486&DocName=PENNSYLVANIAN%26#39;S%20GUIDE%20TO%20PERMITTING%20WATERSHED%20IMPROVEMENT%20PROJECTS.PDF%20%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:green;%22%3E%3C/span%3E%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:blue;%22%3E(NEW)%3C/span%3E%2012/7/2022
http://www.depgreenport.state.pa.us/elibrary/GetDocument?docId=3471486&DocName=PENNSYLVANIAN%26#39;S%20GUIDE%20TO%20PERMITTING%20WATERSHED%20IMPROVEMENT%20PROJECTS.PDF%20%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:green;%22%3E%3C/span%3E%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:blue;%22%3E(NEW)%3C/span%3E%2012/7/2022
http://www.depgreenport.state.pa.us/elibrary/GetDocument?docId=3471486&DocName=PENNSYLVANIAN%26#39;S%20GUIDE%20TO%20PERMITTING%20WATERSHED%20IMPROVEMENT%20PROJECTS.PDF%20%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:green;%22%3E%3C/span%3E%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:blue;%22%3E(NEW)%3C/span%3E%2012/7/2022
http://www.depgreenport.state.pa.us/elibrary/GetDocument?docId=3471486&DocName=PENNSYLVANIAN%26#39;S%20GUIDE%20TO%20PERMITTING%20WATERSHED%20IMPROVEMENT%20PROJECTS.PDF%20%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:green;%22%3E%3C/span%3E%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:blue;%22%3E(NEW)%3C/span%3E%2012/7/2022
http://www.depgreenport.state.pa.us/elibrary/GetDocument?docId=3471486&DocName=PENNSYLVANIAN%26#39;S%20GUIDE%20TO%20PERMITTING%20WATERSHED%20IMPROVEMENT%20PROJECTS.PDF%20%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:green;%22%3E%3C/span%3E%20%3Cspan%20style%3D%22color:blue;%22%3E(NEW)%3C/span%3E%2012/7/2022
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trainings and weekly coordination calls with the 

eight Tier 1 and 2 counties. In addition, DEP, the 

Department of Agriculture, and DCNR continued 

efforts to find and provide as much funding as 

possible to support water quality improvement 

projects by counties, farmers, and other landowners. 

 

     In 2020, four counties-Centre, Cumberland, 

Dauphin, and Lebanon-completed Countywide 

Action Plans (CAPs), identifying priority initiatives 

and best management practices to reduce nutrient 

and sediment pollution.  Twenty-six more counties 

https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/DEP_details.aspx?

newsid=1413 agreed to develop their plans in 2021. 

These 30 counties join four that completed CAPs in 

2019: Lancaster, York, Franklin, and Adams 

counties. 

     All 34 counties that were asked to develop and 

carry out plans to reduce their share of nutrient and 

sediment pollution have signed on to do so. 

 

     Lancaster County, which is pursuing the largest 

nutrient reduction goal in Pennsylvania's share of 

the watershed, began or completed projects at many 

municipal, farm, or other sites in 2020, including 

the City of Lancaster, Culliton Park, Murry Ridge 

Park, Paradise and Rapho townships, Woerth It 

Hollow Farm, and other locations. 

 

     "We've definitely had success with on-the-

ground project implementation. The funding that 

DEP gave us for CAP implementation, and the 

flexibility of those dollars, has been extremely 

helpful," said Allyson Gibson, Lancaster 

Countywide Action Plan coordinator. "We 

appreciate being able to get that to projects on the 

ground quickly and be responsive to the local 

decision making." 

 

     Luzerne, Lackawanna, and Susquehanna 

counties are among the northern counties 

developing CAPs in 2021. The three counties will 

share a plan coordinator but create individual CAPs. 

 

     "By working together with local stakeholders to 

develop clean water action plans for each county, 

we'll identify opportunities for improving water 

quality that align with unique local needs and 

interests," said Josh Longmore, Executive Director 

of the Luzerne Conservation District. "Through our 

regional partnership on a planning grant from DEP, 

we'll also be able to develop plans that take into 

account our shared challenges to reducing pollutants 

in the Susquehanna River, its local tributaries, and 

eventually the Chesapeake Bay." 

 

     Actions to help foster a healthy watershed 

benefit all aspects of Pennsylvanians' lives, from 

providing safe drinking water to protecting soil 

quality for better crop yield, reducing flooding, and 

providing outdoor recreation enjoyment and 

employment. 

 

     "We forged a new level of state, local, and sector 

partnership in 2018 to develop a truly viable 

watershed plan from the ground up," said Secretary 

McDonnell. "Today we're seeing just how strong 

that partnership is. Real commitment to improve 

water quality has taken root." 

 

     For more details on Phase 3 WIP work and 

outcomes last year, find the 2020 Pennsylvania 

Programmatic Milestone Status Report at 

Tracking Pennsylvania's Progress 
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/Pennsylva

nia%e2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Prog

ram%20Office/Pages/Track-

Pennsylvania%e2%80%99s-Progress.aspx and see 

the first eight Countywide Action Plans 

https://www.dep.pagov/Business/Water/Pennsylvan

ia%E2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Progr

am%20Office/WIP3/GetInvolved/Pages/Countywid

e-Action-Plans.aspx . 

 

Source:  DEP Press Release, 2/3/2021  

 

PA’s Proposed Budget Does 

Little to Address Chronic 

Underfunding for Clean 

Water 
  

he Chesapeake Bay Foundation issued the 

following statement from Pennsylvania 

Executive Director Shannon Gority, in 

response to Governor Tom Wolf’s $37.8 billion 

General Fund budget proposal for fiscal year 2021-

22. 

 

     Ms. Gority said: 

T 

https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/DEP_details.aspx?newsid=1413
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/DEP_details.aspx?newsid=1413
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%e2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/Pages/Track-Pennsylvania%e2%80%99s-Progress.aspx
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%e2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/Pages/Track-Pennsylvania%e2%80%99s-Progress.aspx
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%e2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/Pages/Track-Pennsylvania%e2%80%99s-Progress.aspx
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%e2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/Pages/Track-Pennsylvania%e2%80%99s-Progress.aspx
https://www.dep.pagov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%E2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/WIP3/GetInvolved/Pages/Countywide-Action-Plans.aspx
https://www.dep.pagov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%E2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/WIP3/GetInvolved/Pages/Countywide-Action-Plans.aspx
https://www.dep.pagov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%E2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/WIP3/GetInvolved/Pages/Countywide-Action-Plans.aspx
https://www.dep.pagov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%E2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/WIP3/GetInvolved/Pages/Countywide-Action-Plans.aspx
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     “In his budget address, Governor Wolf asked us 

to ‘Imagine, no more chronic underfunding’ when 

referring to investments in education. At CBF, we 

have been imagining what it would be like to have 

no more chronic underfunding of Pennsylvania’s 

commitment to clean water. 

  

     “This while the public health, social, and 

economic costs of living with over 25,000 miles of 

polluted rivers and streams continue to grow. 

  

     “Unfortunately, this proposal does little to help 

the Commonwealth change course from being 

significantly behind in meeting its clean water 

goals. It remains unclear how the state will close the 

over $320 million annual shortfall in investments 

needed to achieve its Clean Water Blueprint by 

2025. 

  

     “In the coming months as the Governor and 

legislature work toward a final budget, we urge 

them not to raid 13 dedicated environmental and 

conservation funds, that support critical clean water 

efforts like Growing Greener and others, in order to 

fill gaps in the General Fund to pay the state’s bills. 

  

     “Clean water is critical to the health, wellbeing, 

and quality of life of all Pennsylvanians and a lot of 

work lies ahead. It is time our elected leaders act on 

that. 

  

     “CBF looks forward to working with the 

Governor and legislators toward a legacy of clean 

water for future generations.” 

 

Source:  CBF Press Release, 2/4/2021 

 

Revenue Department 

Releases January 2021 

Collections 
 

ennsylvania collected $2.7 billion in General 

Fund revenue in January, which was $162.4 

million, or 5.8 percent, less than anticipated, 

Revenue Secretary Dan Hassell reported. Fiscal 

year-to-date General Fund collections total $21.2 

billion, which is $307.4 million, or 1.5 percent, 

above estimate. 

 

     Sales tax receipts totaled $1.1 billion for 

January, $9.9 million above estimate. Year-to-date 

sales tax collections total $7.5 billion, which is 

$64.3 million, or 0.9 percent, more than 

anticipated. 

 

     Personal income tax (PIT) revenue in January 

was $1.1 billion, $271.9 million below estimate. 

This brings year-to-date PIT collections to $8.5 

billion, which is $235.9 million, or 2.7 percent, 

below estimate. 

 

     January corporation tax revenue of $186.3 

million was $61.3 million above estimate. Year-to-

date corporation tax collections total $2.4 billion, 

which is $371.7 million, or 18.7 percent, above 

estimate. 

 

     Inheritance tax revenue for the month was 

$101.6 million, $14.8 million above estimate, 

bringing the year-to-date total to $706.6 million, 

which is $29.1 million, or 4.3 percent, above 

estimate. 

 

     Realty transfer tax revenue was $54.4 million 

for January, $15.5 million above estimate, bringing 

the fiscal-year total to $371.3 million, which is 

$34.7 million, or 10.3 percent, more than 

anticipated. 

 

     Other General Fund tax revenue, including 

cigarette, malt beverage, liquor and gaming taxes, 

totaled $112.5 million for the month, $0.6 million 

below estimate and bringing the year-to-date total to 

$1.1 billion, which is $19.5 million, or 1.8 percent, 

above estimate. 

 

     Non-tax revenue totaled $26.3 million for the 

month, $8.8 million above estimate, bringing the 

year-to-date total to $691.6 million, which is $24.1 

million, or 3.6 percent, above estimate. 

 

     In addition to the General Fund collections, the 

Motor License Fund received $197.2 million for 

the month, $10.5 million below estimate. Fiscal 

year-to-date collections for the fund - which include 

the commonly known gas and diesel taxes, as well 

as other license, fine and fee revenues - total $1.6 

billion, which is $16.3 million, or 1.0 percent, 

below estimate. 

P 
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Source:  PA Department of Revenue, 2/1/2021  

 

DRBC Water Management 

Advisory Committee to Meet 

Feb. 25 
 

RBC’s Water Management Advisory 

Committee will meet remotely on 

Thursday, February 25, 2021, from 10 a.m. 

to 12 p.m. 

 

     The meeting will be held via Zoom and is open 

to the public. 

     Please visit 

https://www.nj.gov/drbc/meetings/advisory/ for a 

draft agenda and the details on how to join. 

 

     Please contact Evan Kwityn 

evan.kwityn@drbc.gov, with any questions. 

 

Source:  DRBC, 2/3/2021 

 

House & Senate 

Appropriations Committees 

Announce Budget Heaings 
 

he House Appropriations Committee 

announced that it will hold its budget 

hearings on the House floor (allowing for 

social distancing) from February 16, 2021 to March 

1, 2021.  In addition, the House hold additional 

budget hearings in the Forum Building on March 2-

4, 2021. 

 

     The House budget hearings will be live streamed 

on the Pennsylvani General Assembly website at 

https://www.house.state.pa.us/Video/HouseVideo.cf

m and the House Republican Caucus website at 

http://www.pahousegop.com/. 

 

     House budget hearings of interest include: 

 

February 18, 2021 – Thursday  

 

 10:00 AM – Department of Community & 

Economic Development 

 

February 22, 2021 – Monday  

 

 10:00 AM – Department of Environmental 

Protection 

 

 1:00 PM – Department of Health/Department of 

Drug & Alcohol Programs 

 

February 24, 2021 – Wednesday 

 

 10:00 AM – Department of Agriculture 

 

     The Senate Appropriations Committee 

announced that they will hold their budget hearings 

from March 8, 2021 to April 22, 2021.   

     The Senate budget hearings will be live streamed 

on the Pennsylvania General Assembly website at 

https://www.pasen.gov/Video/SenateVideo.cfm and 

the Senate Republican Caucus website at 

https://www.pasenategop.com/committee-activity/.   

 

Senate budget hearings of interest include: 

 

March 11, 2021 – Thursday 

 

 10:00 AM – Department of Environmental 

Protection 

 

March 22, 2021 – Monday 

 

 2:00 PM – Department of Community & 

Economic Development 

 

April 8, 2021 – Thursday 

 

 2:00 PM – Department of Agriculture 

 

April 22, 2021 – Thursday 

 

 10:00 AM – Department of Health 

 

Source:  House & Senate Appropriations 

Committees, 2/5/2021 

 

# # # # # # # 
 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

D 

T 

https://www.nj.gov/drbc/meetings/advisory/
mailto:evan.kwityn@drbc.gov
https://www.house.state.pa.us/Video/HouseVideo.cfm
https://www.house.state.pa.us/Video/HouseVideo.cfm
http://www.pahousegop.com/
https://www.pasen.gov/Video/SenateVideo.cfm
https://www.pasenategop.com/committee-activity/
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should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 


