
 

Thesis Statements 

What Is A Thesis? When Do I Need One? 

A thesis is the “main idea” or point of your paper.  In formal academic essay writing, a “thesis statement” is a 

brief statement, often placed at the end of the essay’s introduction, to give the reader a preview of the paper’s 

main argument. While it may contain multiple ideas or parts, most college professors do not want you to feel 

limited in its structure (ie. you do not need to be limited to a “three-part” or “listing” thesis).  

A thesis statement is not always needed in formal writing. Some forms of writing (such as science lab reports 

or business memos) may have a different way of indicating purpose to the reader. For instance, a business 

memo may begin with an immediate purpose statement, and a science report may indicate a research 

question and work towards a “findings” section later in the paper.  

Informal writing (journal entries, letters, etc.) should still be focused around main ideas, but they may not 

always need a formal thesis statement. When in doubt, check with your professor.  

How Do I Come Up With A Thesis? 

 Do more pre-writing/brainstorming or discussion of your ideas. This is the most important way to 
develop a thesis! Be confident that with enough brainstorming you will be able to develop a main point 
or argument.  A friend, professor, or Writing Center tutor could ask questions to help you explore your 
ideas.  
 

 Ask yourself, “What do I want my reader to believe/understand as a result of reading my paper?” The 
answer to this could be a draft of your thesis.  

 
 Keep asking, “How can I make my main point more specific? More debatable? What reasons could I 

give as part of my thesis?” 
 

 Write your paper with a thesis in mind, but be ready to ultimately rewrite the thesis based on ideas 
actually developed in the paper.   

Sample Thesis Statements 

 Opinions on immigration are often tied to citizens’ hopes and fears about economic situations and tend 

to change as the economy changes.  

 Although it is important for elementary students to learn keyboarding skills, schools should continue to 

teach cursive writing.   

 In Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper,” the physical spaces of the house and garden 

symbolically represent the protagonist’s psychological limitations and desires.  

 Treatment for postpartum depression or anxiety should be the opposite of what the doctor prescribed in 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper.”  

 Although the father in John Cheever’s “The Reunion” was unstable due to alcoholism, his gestures 

throughout the story show an attempt at connecting with his son.  



Checklist For An Effective Thesis Statement 

Use this to identify aspects of the thesis statement needing revision. 

  Concise/brief—it is one complete sentence; it could stand alone as a clear statement (Note: some 

professors allow or encourage the thesis to be longer than one sentence.) 

  Structured as a statement—it is a claim giving your unique perspective. It is not structured as a 

question. (Note: If you pose a question, the thesis may be your answer to that question).   

  Specific—it is so specific and unique to this paper and its topic that it could not be used for other 

essays. For example if the essay is focused on the theme of love in Romeo and Juliet, the thesis 

statement should not be about love in general or theater in general; stick to the particular play.    

  Relates to entire paper-- each part of the paper connects back to, supports, and develops the 

thesis; the thesis is the main argument covering the paper as a whole.  

   Controversial—not everyone would agree with it; it is debatable/controversial or gives your 

interpretation. It does not just name a widely accepted fact.  

  Complex-- it could be broken down into multiple subtopics to develop multiple points within your 

paper. NOTE: It does NOT have to have exactly three parts.  

  Focused but encompassing-- it could be thoroughly developed into a paper of expected length and 

so isn’t too narrow or too broad.  

 Revised-- once the ideas and organization of information in the paper are revised, the thesis is also 

reconsidered and possibly revised or rewritten to ensure it connects to and covers the entire paper. The 

order of information in the thesis often matches the order of information given in the paper.  

 

Where To Place The Thesis Statement? 

Place your thesis where it would be most useful to the readers of your paper. Where does it make sense to 

place your main argument? A thesis is traditionally placed at the end of the introduction to signal “what you will 

be arguing,” but your professor may prefer a different placement or may be more flexible about the placement. 

For instance, some essays work towards a thesis statement that is part of the conclusion. If you are not sure 

what your professor would prefer and you don’t have time to ask, place it as the last sentence of your 

introduction.  

NOTE: Do not repeat your introduction or thesis statement word-for-word in your conclusion. Your conclusion 

should be summarizing and giving the implications / why it all matters as opposed to just restating the thesis.  

 

Next Steps…Revising Your Thesis After Writing The Paper 

 Make sure each part of your essay directly connects to the thesis. If you add or revise a thesis 

statement, you may need to add more discussion/analysis throughout your paper. Or alternatively, once 

you draft the full paper you may need to revise the thesis statement to have the thesis and essay match 

up. Many writers also like to order ideas in the thesis by considering the order of information within the 

paper.   


