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CONSUMER INFORMATION 

 To be eligible for federal, state, and College financial aid a student must: 
o Be a U.S. citizen or provide documentation of permanent resident or refugee status 
o Be degree-seeking 
o Be registered with the Selective Service, if required 
o Not owe a refund on a federal grant or be in default on any federal educational loan 
o Have not been convicted of the possession or sale of illegal drugs during a time when receiving federal student aid 
o Be making federal satisfactory academic progress (SAP) and be in good academic standing at the College 
o Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) (for federal and some state aid only) 
o Comply with all requests from the Albright College Financial Aid Office with regard to federal verification: Tax 

transcripts, 1040x forms, W-2’s, or any other document requested by the Office. 
 

 FAFSA based financial aid awarding for first-year students begins on or around December 15th of any given year with 
an anticipated first mailing date of January 1st any given year.  Upper-class awarding begins on or around March 1st any 
given year with an anticipated first mailing to upper-class students on or around June 15st any given year.  Federal 
verification requests begin on or around March 15 any given year and continue on a bi-weekly basis via hard copy, 
email, and phone through the duration of the processing year.   

 
 As an upper-class student, if you are selected for federal verification, you are required to provide documents to the 

Office before financial aid awarding.  The Albright College Office of Financial Aid completes verification year-round 
and maintains no deadline for completion; however, it is recommended that you submit verification documents no later 
than three weeks after notification, and no more than two months before a given fall or spring first billing.  Federal 
verification can change the value of federal grant, loan, and work study awards as well as the amount of need-based 
College grant aid.  If verification changes any component of your financial aid award, you will receive an updated 
award letter on your Albright College student email account.  If you are selected, verification is not an optional process 
if you desire to participate in the student aid programs.  You have the right to opt out of federal verification and the 
federal aid programs.  You should notify the Office of Financial Aid at Albright College in writing of your wishes.  
Failure to complete verification will result in the loss of all federal aid programs including Pell Grant, Direct Student 
Loans, SEOG and Federal Work Study. 

 
 You have the right to appeal your federal financial aid award based on circumstances beyond control of your family.  

Some examples of valid appeal grounds include significant out-of-pocket medical and dental expenses, catastrophic 
financial losses associated with a designated natural disaster, death of a parent applicant, change in marital status and 
employment changes.  An Albright College document, Process and Procedure for Appealing Need-Based Financial 
Aid, can be found on the Albright financial aid website under Financial Aid Forms. 

 
 Grants, scholarships, and loans administered by the Financial Aid Office are first applied directly to your student 

account to support charges for tuition, fees, room, board and other College charges. Financial aid awarded for a specific 
term can only pay for charges in that term.  Disbursements of financial aid occur weekly on Thursdays except when a 
Thursday falls on a holiday, a period of time when the College is closed, or when another day is better suited to the 
College’s academic calendar.  The Financial Aid Office can advise you at any time regarding the day of the next 
financial aid disbursement. 

 
 As a participant in the federal financial aid programs you are required to progress toward a degree in a defined way.  

The Financial Aid Office tests your progress toward a degree each June using qualitative measures (your cumulative 
GPA) and quantitative measures (your rate of progress: the relationship between the cumulative units you’ve attempted 
to complete and those units you actually completed).  Your qualitative progress is defined as academic good standing at 
the College, or grade attainment of 1.7 after your first year of attempted units, 1.9 after your second, and 2.0 thereafter.  
Quantitative testing requires that an aid recipient complete 67% of all units attempted, year-in, year-out.  An aid 
recipient must display progress in both the qualitative measure and the quantitative measure.  If either test fails, the 
student is not making acceptable progress.  Students considered not to be making progress and who successfully appeal 
will be placed on financial aid probation for a period of one academic year.  During the probationary year, the student 
must be studying under the direction of an approved academic plan designed in coordination with the Albright 
Academic Learning Center or an approved Albright academic administrator.  While regulations do not stipulate that 
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multiple appeals of SAP are impossible, please note that seeing more than one approved appeal is exceptionally rare.  In 
these circumstances a second appeal will only be approved if the Albright ALC (or approved academic administrator) is 
able to define a specific route to graduation for the student.      

 
 If you consider a withdraw from the College before the 60% point of any semester and you have Title IV federal 

financial aid, please note that you will be subject to aid return calculations. Title IV refers to aid programs funded 
through federal sources, including Pell Grant, SEOG, Direct Loan, and Direct PLUS.  The amount of aid a student is 
able to retain depends on the date the student began the withdrawal process. The College is required to return Title IV 
funds to federal sources within 45 days of a student’s withdrawal. The College is also required to notify the student of 
their revised eligibility due to their withdrawal.  The federal formula uses a percentage to determine the student’s 
eligibility for funds due to the withdrawal. The formula utilizes the percentage of calendar time before the withdrawal 
and then applies the same percentage to the amount of aid awarded. The total financial aid award is used in this 
calculation with loans returned first and grants second.  A student is considered to have earned 100% of Title IV funds 
if they withdraw after the 60% point of the semester.  Scheduled breaks of five days or more are not included as dates 
of attendance toward the 60% point. 
 

 Albright College takes copyright infringement seriously.  Copyright infringement is the act of exercising, without 
permission or legal authority, one or more of the exclusive rights granted to the copyright owner under section 106 of 
the Copyright Act (Title 17 of the United States Code). These rights include the right to reproduce or distribute a 
copyrighted work. In the file-sharing context, downloading or uploading substantial parts of a copyrighted work without 
authority constitutes an infringement. Penalties for copyright infringement include civil and criminal penalties. In 
general, anyone found liable for civil copyright infringement may be ordered to pay either actual damages or "statutory" 
affixed at not less than $750 and not more than $30,000 per work infringed. For "willful" infringement, a court may 
award up to $150,000 per work infringed. A court can, in its discretion, also assess costs and attorneys' fees. For details, 
see Title 17, United States Code, Sections 504, 505. Willful copyright infringement can also result in criminal penalties, 
including imprisonment of up to five years and fines of up to $250,000 per offense. For more information, please see 
the U.S. Copyright Office, especially their FAQ's page. 
 

 The Albright College Office of Financial Aid encourages you to VOTE!  Paper voter registration forms are available in 
the Office of Financial Aid. 

 
 Albright encourages students to study abroad.  For purposes of financial aid, your degree-seeking status at Albright will 

travel with you as will your federal financial aid.  
 
 If you are convicted of a drug offense that occurs while you are a student receiving federal Title IV aid, you may 

experience a loss of eligibility for federal financial assistance.  This information satisfies the College’s requirement to 
notify you under a separate and concise notice:  Federal law provides that a student who has been convicted of an 
offense under any federal or state law involving the possession or sale of a controlled substance during a period of 
enrollment for which the student was receiving financial aid shall not be eligible to receive any federal or institutional 
grant, loan or work assistance during the period beginning on the date of such conviction and ending after the interval 
specified in the following: 
 Possession, First Offense, 1 year of ineligibility 
 Possession, Second Offense, 2 years of ineligibility 
 Possession, Third Offense, indefinite period of ineligibility 
 Sale, First Offense, 2 years of ineligibility  
 Sale, Second Offense, indefinite period of ineligibility  
A student whose eligibility has been suspended based on a conviction for possession or sale of a controlled substance 
may resume eligibility before the end of the ineligibility period if: 
 The student satisfactorily completes a drug rehabilitation program that: 

o Complies with the criteria prescribed in the federal regulations; and, 
o Includes two unannounced drug tests 

 The student successfully passes two unannounced drug tests conducted by a drug rehabilitation program that 
complies with the criteria prescribed in federal regulations; or, the conviction is reversed, set aside, or otherwise 
rendered nugatory.  

http://copyright.gov/
http://copyright.gov/help/faq

