
 

 

 

13th Street Educational 

Partnership 

 

The Partnership Team 
 

Andrea Bensusan 

Partnership Coordinator 

Bensusan joined the 

Partnership in April after 

working for nearly 20 years as 

an educator in Berks County 

school districts, including 

Reading, Wyomissing and 

Governor Mifflin.  Prior to 

teaching, she worked in the 

public relations field both 

locally and abroad.  She is 

excited to be on board and 

working with Albright and 

Reading School District 

students! 

 

Rachel Lillo 

AmeriCorps VISTA 

Lillo serves as an AmeriCorps 

VISTA (Volunteer in Service to 

America) at Northeast Middle 

School. She received her 

Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 

from Albright College in May 

of 2017. Lillo previously 

volunteered as a mentor at 

13th and Union.  

 

Casandra Belizaire 

Tutor Manager 

Belizaire serves as the Tutor 

Manager at 13th and Union 

Elementary School. She is 

currently an Albright College 

student majoring in secondary 

education and English. For the 

last three years, Belizaire has 

volunteered at 13th and 

Union’s Homework Center. 

OUTDOOR 
EDUCATION  
PROGRAMS Albright College Activity Fair 

 
At the start of the fall semester, 

recruitment begins! Volunteers are the 

driving force behind all the programs 

that take place at Northeast and 13th 

and Union. So many eager students 

attended and many of those students 

currently volunteer with the 

partnership. 

Again, this year, the programs began in 

October 2017, with more than 100 

Albright students volunteering their 

time at Partnership Schools during Fall 

and Spring semesters. 

After Albright students visited 

5th grade classrooms to give a 

life science lesson, 13th and 

Union students walked to 

campus and helped 

volunteers from Albright’s 

Sustainability House plant a 

native pollinator garden. 

 

Kindergarten classes visited 

the “ASPHALT Forest” on 

Albright’s campus to learn 

about plant and animal 

habitats and enjoy the sights 

and sounds of nature.  Dr. 

Osgood and his students 

helped students explore life in 

the stream and wetlands. 

See full story inside 
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Campus Tree Tour 

 

 

 

 

 

At the peak of the autumn season, just as the leaves began to change colors, 13th and Union’s second 

graders came over to Albright’s campus and completed a tree tour. Albright’s campus is home to more 

than 50 tree species and the campus houses multiples of each variation!  

Under the leadership of Dr. Andrew Samuelsen, Biology professor at Albright College, the second 

graders were able to see the difference in leaf shape, color, and shine.  

While on the tour, the second graders completed a scavenger hunt. 

The students had a blast and were very thankful. 

Each student wrote Dr. Samuelsen a thank you card! 

 

Thanks again, Dr. S! 
 

 SPOOK-tacular and Trunk-or-Treat! 
Northeast and 13th and Union held safe trick-or-treat nights for the students and their families! 

Albright students distributed candy at both events. 
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Albright Football Leadership Council Visits 

 

The official activities of the Albright Football Team’s Leadership Council at Northeast Middle School 
began in the summer with members of the Albright Football Team coming into the school and 
assisting with one of the school’s beautification projects.  The athletes primed lockers before 
colorful murals were painted by Northeast and Albright students. The partnership between the 
school and the football team has continued with the team’s weekly visit of 4 -5 players delivering 
messages of motivation and leadership to classes of students. Leadership Council members serve 
as role models to the middle school students, sharing what good decisions they make in their day-
to-day lives as college students and student athletes. They reflect on the good decisions they make 
and how these decisions affect the community. The Albright athletes dress in uniform to properly 
represent themselves and their team, just as Northeast students are asked to do as “CHAMPS.”  
The Leadership Council and VISTA Rachel Lillo were featured on Berks Community Television 
(BCTV) on a segment "City Kids Making a Difference.”  Lillo and the players were interviewed on 
what it is they contribute to Northeast and how the partnership is beneficial to both them and the 
students. In return for all of the motivational messages, Northeast Principal Alex Brown 
encouraged the students to give back to the Albright team members by attending the last home 
game of the season for the Albright Lions.  Northeast students cheered the team on! Students 
were able to interact with the school mascot and the players after the game, where they received 
autographs from the players. 
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Mentor-Mentee Dodgeball 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albright’s mentors challenged their mentees to a 

dodgeball tournament. At the end of each semester, the 

mentors engage in a group activity, building connections 

between both schools and all who are involved in the 

program. What the mentees lacked in height, they 

made up for in endurance. 13th and Union’s students 

were undefeated!  

To be fair, they did have a home field advantage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Ingram-Wallace, professor at Albright College, and 

Paige Weitzel, 13th and Union’s assistant principal, 

coordinated this event. 

Mentor Program at  
13th and Union 

 

This year, under the leadership of 

Albright professor Dr. Ingram-

Wallace and the support of 

Assistant Principal Paige Weitzel, 

Albright students were paired with 

13th and Union students ranging 

from grades two to five. The 

mentors serve as positive role 

models to the elementary school 

students. The Albright mentors 

typically allow the mentee to set 

the tone for their weekly or 

biweekly meetings during the 

breakfast or lunch periods. Some 

mentors and mentees work on 

semester-long projects while 

others provide a listening ear to 

their mentee. The pairs often 

choose to color, read, and play 

games with their mentee. 

 

PROGRAM  
SPOTLIGHT 
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The Albrightian works in collaboration 

 with CHAMP News 
In recent years, members from Albright’s student newspaper, The 

Albrightian helped students at 13th and Union Elementary School 

create The Albrightian Jr. Since the expansion of the partnership, 

VISTA Rachel Lillo coordinated with The Albrightian to produce a 

similar project at Northeast, with a specific goal of enhancing the 

students’ writing abilities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five Albright students attended weekly sessions during the 

Project Based Learning (PBL) enrichment period to help the 

middle school students create their self-named newspaper, 

CHAMP News. Students wrote stories based on their interests, 

interviewed new staff members, took pictures to pair with their 

articles, and worked diligently on the class set of Chromebook 

laptops.  

On Thursday, December 14th, 2017, the students were given the 

final printed product to hold in their hands and read. 

 

Buddy Program at 
Northeast Middle School 

Facilitating programs at 
Northeast Middle School 
would be difficult if it were not 
for the college students. Once 
Lillo recruited the college 
students, they were paired 
with middle school students 
who were selected through 
teacher recommendation. 
These student pairs met 
weekly and improved upon 
their academic and social skills 
each time. The goal of the 
buddy program is to increase 
confidence and improve skills 
gained through the project’s 
related activities. Research 
shows that students who have 
a mentor have a higher 
probability of success in 
middle school and are more 
likely to graduate from high 
school and pursue post-
secondary education. This will 
lead to better employment 
options that will help break 
the cycle of poverty. 

PROGRAM  
SPOTLIGHT 
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Northeast Day on Campus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the course of two days in April, 432 seventh-graders from 

Northeast Middle School travelled the short distance up 13th 

Street to visit Albright to get a taste of college life and an 

understanding that higher education is within their grasp. The 

students took several of their regularly scheduled classes in 

Albright’s academic buildings, ate lunch in the College’s dining 

hall, toured campus, and met with Albright students – including 

those who graduated from the Reading School District – to ask 

questions about college life. This event began last year as a 

result of the 13th Street Educational Partnership, a collaborative 

effort between Albright, Northeast Middle School, and 13th and 

Union Elementary School aimed at strengthening educational 

opportunities and pathways for students in Reading. 

 

 

Our First Rugby Clinic 
 

Students from Northeast who showed 

interest in rugby came to Albright on 

Sunday, May 6, 2018 to learn how to 

play the game. The clinic was a huge 

success thanks to the Albright College 

men’s and women’s rugby teams for 

their help and support of the young 

athletes.

 

PROGRAM  
SPOTLIGHT 
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TREP$ Entrepreneur Program at 

Northeast Middle School 
 

TREP$, short for enTREPreneurs, is a 

program designed for students to 

learn about entrepreneurship by 

designing, marketing, and developing 

a product to later be produced and 

sold at a TREP$ Community Market. 

Albright students assisted in the 

design of the product, but their 

impact was greater than that as they 

educated both the Northeast 

students and teachers on the financial 

end of the business world. Dr. 

Gertrude Obazee, Professor Joseph 

Cunningham, and Lillo recruited 

Albright students to support this 

initiative. The professors ensured that 

their students continue to support the 

partnership by attending Northeast to 

help on a weekly basis. Six Albright 

students, members of the Albright 

Accounting and Enactus clubs, worked 

closely with the Northeast staff, which 

included Justine Sciumbata, 7th Grade 

Language Arts, and Jessica Ramos, 6th 

Grade Math. Sciumbata and Ramos 

met with their students 4/5 times a 

week during their project based 

learning (PBL) enrichment period. 

Northeast held the first annual TREP$ 

Market on Saturday, February 17th, 

2018 where the students displayed, 

marketed, and sold their products. 

PROGRAM  
SPOTLIGHT 

These lava lamps are everlasting – 

all you need are some Alka-Seltzer 

tablets. 

Slime comes in multiple colors 

and smells good, too! 

Handmade, beaded keychains were 

stylish and affordable! 

These handcrafted snowmen 

ornaments were too cute to pass up 

and they sold out! 

Stress-be-gone with innovative stress 

balls made from balloons and rice. 

The perfect addition to your backpack 

might be this earbud saver keychain – 

to prevent knotting and tangled up 

headphones. 
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13th and Union and the Center for the Arts 

During the months of March and May, each class at 13th and Union visited Albright’s campus and 

engaged in a campus tour of Albright’s public art. Beth Krumholz, Curator of Education at the Center for 

the Arts, guided the tour, talking to each class about the similarities and differences between the 

varieties of sculptures on campus. Albright is home to Dan Kainz’s Stone Bench, Bob Bolles’ Tree of Life, 

and many others. Students noticed the different materials used to compose the sculptures and 

discussion centered on the different ways individuals who are a part of the same audience can interpret 

art differently. The tour began with the Mary Miss sculpture, a piece the students could physically sit 

inside of, and ended in the CFA where the students had an aerial view of the campus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After students touched, discussed, and engaged with the art, Beth led the group back to the CFA and 

asked all the students to draw or write something that they remembered or loved about the trip. These 

notes-to-self were then placed in a time capsule for the students to pick up when they are seniors in high 

school. 

 

 

 

 

 PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT 

Homework Center 
Homework Center is an 

afterschool program where 

Albright College students 

give one-to-one support to 

third, fourth, and fifth 

graders; 26 Albright students 

assisted this year. 

Ready. Set. READ! 
Ready. Set. READ! is an after 

school program facilitated by 

the United Way of Berks 

County. The goal of this 

program is to improve second 

and third grade reading skills; 

13 Albright students assisted 

this year. 

 

Classroom Assistants 
Albright students assist in 

the classroom to gain 

field experience as 

education majors, to act 

as translators, or to 

provide additional 

support; 21 Albright 

students assisted this 

year. 
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The ASPHALT Forest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albright’s campus is home to the ASPHALT Forest, a stream and wetland area that houses a plethora 

of flora and fauna. For months preceding the trip, sophomore Environmental Science major, Amanda 

Bunn, visited the stream and recruited willing classmates—Brian Braxton, Emma Cramer and Veronica 

Jakubowski—to assist.  She then constructed a creative lesson for Kindergarten students. During the 

first week of May, Bunn’s planning, under the guidance of Dr. David Osgood, resulted in an 

educational study of the surrounding habitats and animal life.  
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Pictured above at the NEMS volunteer celebration: 

Northeast Middle School volunteers with Principal 

Brown, Vice Principal Moretz, and AmeriCorps VISTA, 

Rachel Lillo. 

Northeast students painted rocks with messages of thanks 

as a small token of appreciation to their Albright buddies for 

all of their time and dedication throughout the year. We 

couldn’t do it without you, Albright! 

Pictured above at the celebration for Ready. Set. READ! 

& Homework Center volunteers and classroom 

assistants: 13th and Union volunteers with Coordinator 

Andrea Bensusan and Tutor Manager Casandra 

Belizaire. 

Pictured above: Dr. Ingram-Wallace, Casandra 

Belizaire, and 13th and Union’s 2017-2018 mentors at 

the mentor program celebration. 
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SPECIAL THANKS 

The following organizations, groups, or people supported the 13th Street Educational Partnership by 
way of donations or volunteer service. 

 
 

Organizations:  

Albright College retirees donated the hats, gloves, and coats that were of great use during 

the cold, winter months. 

Treasures for Educators donated socks and books to both schools. 

Weiss, BJs, Chapel Steel, Palmers, Mars, and Giant made candy donations that helped 

Northeast’s SPOOKtacular and 13th and Union’s Trunk or Treat events. 

Phi Beta Mu/Phi Mu donated toiletries, clothing, books, and supplies to both schools. 

Albright Football Team assisted with Northeast’s beautification projects by priming lockers 

for murals. 

The United Way’s Cindy Line trained volunteers for 13th and Union’s Ready. Set. READ! 

The Albrightian staff assisted in the production of CHAMP News. 

 
Professors and Staff: 

Dr. Andrew Samuelsen guided the campus tree tour. 

Dr. Brenda Ingram-Wallace trained and advised 13th and Union’s mentors. 

Beth Krumholz guided the campus sculpture tour. 

Dr. Gertrude Obazee and Professor Joseph Cunningham recruited and advised TREP$ 

volunteers. 

Dr. David Osgood coordinated student volunteers to do an environmental education 

habitat lesson with Kindergarten students. 

Dr. Brian Jennings invited 5th graders and autistic support students to help plant a native 

pollinator garden behind Sustainability House. 

Professors Maria Melendez and Lennie Amores recommended students for and assisted 

with translating at Northeast’s and 13th and Union’s parent-teacher conferences. 
 

A special thanks to the Wyomissing Foundation, for their generous support 
of the 13th Street Educational Partnership which helps enrich the lives of 

Albright students and children in our community. 
 
 


