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Erin Van Osten ’12
Ariel, Jasmine, Cinderella, Snow White … these names are familiar to every 

child who dreams of being a Disney princess. But behind every Disney princess 

product is a team of professionals like Erin Van Osten ’12, design manager at

Jakks Pacific in Los Angeles. Van Osten oversees the design of princess costumes 

including dresses, shoes, wands and tiaras. 

“I never thought I would be working at a toy company,” she said. “Who 

doesn’t remember that one special toy they received as a child? I’d like to think in 

some small way I’m providing that same special memory to children throughout 

the country and world.”  

Van Osten loves the fun, creative atmosphere that she gets to work in 

every day. “We are constantly having brainstorming sessions and bouncing ideas 

off of each other, regardless of what team you are on.” 

She chose Albright because of the costume design major, and has fond 

memories of working on the costumes for theatre productions in the costume 

shop. “I learned so much and really enjoyed seeing the productions and 

characters come to life with the costumes we created,” she said.  Van Osten also 

enjoyed seeing her outfit walk the runway at the annual Fashion Showcase in 

2011. “I worked really hard on that project,” she said. “It was very satisfying 

seeing it come down the runway and how everyone in the audience reacted to it.” 

Van Osten’s advice to current and future students is to absorb and take in 

as much as you can, and learn how to communicate with people in person and 

over email. “Know construction, whether you think you are going into design, 

merchandising, or any other fashion career. It will help you no matter what,” she 

said. “Work hard and be passionate about your job. It goes a long way and people 

will notice.”


