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Some people crack under pressure, and then there’s Jaleesa Lewis ’11. The 

fashion design and merchandising major welcomes problems and troubleshooting 

at her job as buying operations at Urban Outfitters.  

“There’s always some problem to troubleshoot at my job. I’m constantly 

learning new ways to resolve issues, which challenges me. It’s important to me to 

feel challenged in my position, which I feel, facilitates growth,” Lewis said. 

As the “go-to” person for insuring merchandise gets to the Distribution 
Center and then to the appropriate stores for the Urban Renewal Brand and 
Intimates categories, Lewis sites organization as vital to success. “Being organized 
is key! Without having a system for all your responsibilities, things can easily fall 
by the wayside. I’m responsible for a little of everything, from the logistics point 
of view of the business and a lot of situations are time sensitive,” she said. 
“Business acumen is also important. It’s great to be efficient at one thing, but 
even better to know a little about everything and how different roles/teams work 
together toward the same business goal.” 

Lewis chose Albright because of the teacher to student ratio, and the liberal 

arts program. She said Albright exceeded her expectations with the resources 

available and the education offered. 

“Unlike bigger schools, where it may be more difficult to have relationships 

with the faculty, students at Albright are lucky to have these working 

relationships in order to gain advice for resumes, letters of recommendations and 

networking opportunities. I really appreciated learning how to network and build 

relationships early on, since I utilize those skills daily,” she added. 

Her advice to current and future students is to network. “The relationships 

that you build in college can help you in the real world, and the skill set that it 

takes to build relationships will help on any team for your future career.”  

 


