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For Erin Crilly ’15, change is good. After working for Ralph Lauren and hitting a 

career plateau, Crilly decided she wanted an opportunity to work for a growing 

company, and thus landed as a production assistant for Calvin Klein and Karl Lagerfeld 

handbags and accessories in New York City. 

The change came at a good time for the fashion design and merchandising major. 

“I believe that learning is very important regardless of what point of your career you are 

in,” Crilly said. “When you start becoming bored or feeling as if you are doing the same 

‘copy & paste’ tasks day after day, that is when anyone should take the opportunity to 

further themselves.” 

With a to-do list that never seems to get any smaller, urgent matters that always 

come up, and the challenge of working with many different personalities, Crilly says she 

enjoys the constant challenges her current position provides. 

At Albright, she enjoyed the small college environment. In fact, Crilly chose 

Albright College because it is a small liberal arts college. “Albright affords you the 

opportunity to see what other fields are about. A small liberal arts college makes you 

work 10 times harder to reach your goals. I owe Albright a big thank you for my courage 

and determination in the work world,” Crilly said. 

While attending Albright, Crilly took advantage of the fashion program’s many 

trips to NYC to visit various fashion companies, offering a great experience and a fun day 

outside of class. 

Her advice to current and future students is to never think you’re not capable of 

a position or do not have the experience needed. “Does anyone really have all the 

required experience many jobs look for? Put yourself out there and take on whatever 

challenge is put in front of you – you’ll become a whiz in no time,” she said. “Also, be 

realistic about finding a job. Many people expect to have these great jobs with huge 

salaries. Take the jobs at the bottom of the totem pole and work your way up – it’s the 

only way anyone learns!” 

 


