
Creative Promise Program (Music) 

Albright College enjoys a rich history of excellence in the creative arts. To celebrate our commitment to this 
history, Albright has created the Creative Promise Program. This innovative endeavor is dedicated to the 
ongoing mentorship and development of our most creatively gifted students throughout their undergraduate 
career at Albright. 

The centerpiece of the Creative Promise Program is the Creative Promise Awards Initiative. Members of 
the faculty invite incoming students to interview/audition for renewable grants (up to $5000 per year) who 
demonstrate both outstanding creative talent as well as a serious commitment toward student leadership. 
Students awarded these grants on the basis of their interview/audition/portfolio submission and who accept 
membership into the Creative Promise Program will see the continuation of their grant as long as they 
remain active in the their area. Each department at Albright has their own criteria as to what "participation" 
entails.  See below under the Maintaining Your Creative Promise Award section. 

Please note that students receiving these awards are free to pursue any major they wish and that these 
grants are independent of merit scholarships and need-based financial aid. 

Review Process for the Creative Promise Awards in MUSIC: 

Creative Promise Awards are offered in Music on the basis of a faculty evaluation of each student 
musician's demonstrated level of outstanding artistic promise and musicianship. In order to be considered 
for a 2018 Creative Promise Award students must have submitted a complete application for admission to 
Albright College and attend one of the two faculty review sessions (February 24, 2018 or March 24, 2018). 
Students being interviewed for an award will be informed of the faculty's decision on a rolling basis shortly 
after their review.  

If interested in participating in the Creative Promise Program, please contact Harry Dietrich, our Creative 
Promise Awards Coordinator at the Admissions Office - (800) 252-1856. 

Criteria for the Creative Promise Award Review in the MUSIC: 

Creative Promise Awards in Music are awarded on the basis of an on-campus talent review/interview 
lasting approximately 30 minutes. Below is listed the specific review criteria for each area of specialty: 

     Vocalists 

 Repertoire: Students must perform two prepared pieces in contrasting styles that showcase their 
 vocal quality and range. One selection may be a contemporary, popular, or theatre piece. 

 Technique:  Students will be asked to undertake the following musicianship skills: 

 Aural Skills 
 Scales –Singing a major, harmonic minor and chromatic scale 
 Rhythm - Clap a rhythm heard one time 
 Ear Training - Sing a melody heard one time 
 Harmonizing - Sing the upper and lower pitches of two notes played simultaneously 
  
 Sight-Reading 
 Clap a rhythmic pattern consisting of whole, half, quarter. dotted-quarter, and eighth notes. 
 Sing a melodic pattern containing intervals of steps and skips while maintaining a steady tempo. 
 
    

   



     Instrumentalists 

 Repertoire: All instrumentalists must perform two prepared pieces in contrasting styles that 
 demonstrate their technical and interpretive abilities. Selections could be contrasting movements, 
 sections from a larger work, works from two different stylistic periods or selections from your high 
 school ensemble repertoire.  

 Technique:  Students will be asked to undertake the following musicianship skills: 

      Wind, String and Brass players 
  Standard major scales 
  Chromatic Scales 
  Intonation exercise: Perform a familiar short piece with accompaniment (provided). 
  
      Percussionists (May choose one or all of the following) 
  Snare Drum: Rudiments, one prepared work, and sight reading.  
  Timpani: Tuning based upon single pitch and one prepared work. 

Keyboard Percussion: One prepared work for two or four mallets, major and chromatic 
scales, and sight reading. 
Drum Set: Three of the following styles - 4/4 swing, Rock, Funk, Shuffle, Bossa Nova.  

World Percussion: Basic proficiencies in relation to style and technique from the follow: 
Afro-Cuban percussion, Brazilian percussion, Arabic percussion, African percussion.  

 
  
      Pianists 
  Major and minor scales, cadence chords and arpeggios 
  
      Guitarists 
  Open position scales in C, G, D, A, E and F 
  Play in a jazz swing style, chord changes to jazz standard 
  Strum chords to popular ballad with a steady tempo 
  
      Sight-Reading: 
  Rhythmic exercises on repeated pitch 
  Melodic sight-reading excerpt (provided at audition) 
 

Maintaining Your Creative Promise Award in the MUSIC: 

Creative Promise Awards in the MUSIC are renewable for four years with the following conditions: 
 
 - Students must maintain a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or better. 
 - Students must participate in at least one credited major performing group (i.e., String Chamber  
        Orchestra, Concert Band, Concert Choir and Women's Chorale). 
 - Students must participate in a second ensemble and perform in a student recital or the      
        equivalent each semester. 
 - Students must actively participate in periodic Creative Promise Program meetings. 


