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9/11reflections 10  years  l ater

On Sept. 11, 2011, America once 

again mourned the nearly 3,000 

lives lost on that tragic day 10 

years ago and reflected on how 

the attacks have changed and 

influenced life as we know it 

today. The Albright Reporter 

asked several Albright experts to 

share their thoughts on the  

attacks, 10 years later. 

ECONOMY
Farhad Saboori, Ph.D., professor of economics. 

Both the immediate and the long-term impacts of the 
Sept. 11 attacks changed the course of our economic 

and political landscape for the foreseeable future. 
When the attacks occurred, the U.S. was in the midst 

of a recession that had started, according to the National 
Bureau of Economic Research (NBER), in March 2001, 

worsening an otherwise mild recession, which ended in 
November 2001. Shortly after the attacks, the stock markets 

in New York City closed, followed by the closing of the stock 
markets in Philadelphia, Chicago and San Francisco. When the 

markets opened, the major stock indices had lost from 15 to 20 
percent of their value, compared to Sept. 10. 

Following the attacks and the increased uncertainty in the 
economy, the unemployment rate increased from 4.2 percent in the 

first quarter of 2001 to 4.8 percent in the third quarter, followed by 
a decrease in private domestic investment and a decrease in real GDP 

by 0.5 percent. The overall short-run costs of the terrorist attacks have 
been estimated at a median range of $50 billion to $100 billion at the 

national level, with a low estimate of $35 billion and a high estimate of 
$109 billion. The empirical estimates of the costs of 9/11 are complicated 

by the underlying assumptions as well as the monetary and fiscal policy 
responses that followed the attacks. 

After 9/11, the Federal Reserve responded by reducing the federal funds 
rate from 5.59 percent in the first quarter of 2001 to about 1 percent by the 

fourth quarter of 2003. In addition, they injected over $100 billion into the 
banking system to prevent the possibility of a liquidity crisis. On the fiscal policy 

front, President Bush requested, and Congress passed, a $40 billion government 
spending bill within a week of the attacks. 

After the attacks, crude oil prices temporarily increased, followed by a return to 
$20.4 per barrel by the third quarter of 2001. 

On Oct. 7 of that year, the U.S. attacked the Al Qaeda camps in Afghanistan, which 
was followed by the invasion of Iraq on March 20, 2003. The total direct defense-

related costs of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq have been estimated at $1.313 trillion. 
This estimate does not include all other related costs, such as returning troops eligible 

for various types of assistance, including disability and medical assistance, as well as job 
training for an economy that was recovering from the so-called “Great Recession” of 2008-
2009. According to a recent study by Linda Bilmes and Joseph Stiglitz (2008), the true cost 

of the 
war on 
t e r r o r i s m 
is in the range 
of $3 trillion to 
$5 trillion, and costs 
are expected to be much 
higher in the future. Disability 
payments and healthcare costs of 
veterans, for example, will increase by 
$600 billion to $900 billion.

The unprecedented housing bubble, 
followed by a major financial crisis that contributed 
to a deep recession, has also left lasting scars on our 
economy. Americans have been faced with a painful choice 
between security and an acceptable standard of living. 

As economists say, there are no free lunches. The increased 
spending on national defense, however justified, reduces the 
resources badly needed for education, infrastructure, and research and 
development, to increase the competitiveness of American workers in a 
global economy. The choices we face today are the result of events that are both 
beyond and within our control.

POLITICS
Mark Oleszek, Ph.D., assistant professor of political science. The horrifying events of 
Sept. 11, 2001, have left an indelible impact on American politics and our political system. Ten 
years later, we see the effects in the augmented power of the executive branch vis-à-vis Congress, the 
dramatic expansion of our national security establishment, and the financial demands on our nation created 
by an endless state of war.

During periods of national crisis there is a natural tendency for political power to flow away from the Congress 
and toward the president, especially when issues of national security are at stake.  As Americans rally behind their 
president in the wake of tragedy, members of Congress often find it politically expedient to delegate power to the president 
and stay out of the way. But powers once lost can be difficult to regain. 

Following 9/11, for instance, Congress quickly equipped the president with tools he requested to initiate military actions against 
Iraq and Afghanistan—in the process minimizing its own constitutional role to declare war—and reworded the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act (FISA) to allow for broader and more sustained intrusions into the lives of suspected Americans. 

In all likelihood, the president’s newfound power in areas of domestic surveillance, wiretapping and indefinite detention are here 
to stay. And despite campaign pledges to the contrary, President Obama has been loath to relinquish the expanded wartime powers 
Congress gave to his predecessor. 

The total direct defense-related costs of 

the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq have 

been estimated at $1.313 trillion.
 - Farhad Saboori, Ph.D.
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The collection of directives, initiatives and efforts to “keep Americans 
safe” in a post-9/11 world do not come for nothing. In “Top Secret 
America,” a Washington Post investigative series about our national security 
establishment in the years following 9/11, journalists Dana Priest and William 
Arkin report that “the top-secret world the government created in response 
to the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, has become so large, so unwieldy 
and so secretive that no one knows how much money it costs, how many 
people it employs, how many programs exist within it, or exactly how many 
agencies do the same work.” 

By their count, “some 1,271 government organizations and 1,931 private 
companies work on programs related to counterterrorism, homeland 
security and intelligence in about 10,000 locations across the U.S.…and an 
estimated 854,000 people hold top-secret security clearances.” 

The most quantifiable impact of 9/11 is the amount of money our nation 
has spent in response to the attacks: $3.3 trillion, according to a recent 
estimate by the New York Times. For every dollar the terrorists spent planning 
and executing the attacks, we have spent $7 million in response. While 
that money certainly makes us safer, it also comes at the expense of other 
priorities we have as a nation, which today are many.  

In the context of the heated political rhetoric surrounding deficits and 
debt, for instance, it is worth noting that $3.3 trillion equals one-fifth of 

our national debt. The misalignment between spending and revenues in the 
current federal budget continues to be exacerbated by the enormous cost of 
our response to 9/11. On the bright side, as the Iraq and Afghanistan wars 
wind down, the nation’s finances will regain some balance.

The attacks might have knocked us off our feet momentarily, but the 
experiment with democracy our Founding Fathers undertook in that 
Philadelphia courthouse in the summer of 1787 continues uninterrupted, 
demonstrating the amazing resilience we have as a nation.

RELIGION
William M. King, Ph.D., professor of religious studies. In Septem-
ber 2001, about 150 Muslim Americans lost their lives in the World Trade 
Center attack—a much larger percentage of Muslims than in the overall U.S. 
population. Osama bin Laden had already provided a religious justification 
for killing Muslims who cooperated with the American system, declaring 
them non-Muslims and infidels. In many ways, these events traumatized the 
American Muslim community and changed its future.

Events within the Albright community turned out to be a microcosm 
of what was transpiring nationally. Muslim students anxiously notified 
professors that they were afraid to leave their residences. Other students 
filled the Albright chapel for an “open” community discussion and, amidst 
tears and testimonies, vowed to protect their Muslim classmates and urged 
them to return.

Since then, Albright’s Muslim students have become a visible presence, 
establishing a vibrant Muslim Student Association, organizing programs to 
promote an understanding of Islam, taking classes to gain deeper insight 
into their own tradition, and partnering with Albright’s Multifaith Center.

This September, two national surveys of the American Muslim attitudes 
appeared, one by the Pew Foundation and the other by the Gallup 
organization, shedding light on the effects of Sept. 11, 10 years later. 
Ironically, rather than withdrawing from public life or feeling alienated, 
Muslim Americans are becoming more “visible” in civic affairs. More than 35 
percent of American Muslims are actively involved in their local communities. 
Although 28 percent have encountered verbal and nonverbal abuse, only 16 
percent of them regard Americans in general as “unfriendly,” and 37 percent 
report positive support from non-Muslim Americans.

But misperceptions remain a problem. Many Americans, for example, do 
not know that at least 81 percent of American Muslims categorically reject 
suicide bombing and the targeting of civilians. Some might be surprised that 
82 percent of Muslims enjoy living in America, share American values, and 
see no conflict between their religious commitments and modern American 
society. Only 20 percent of American Muslims advocate social isolation; 
80 percent are now full American citizens. And large majorities support 
economic freedom for women and full political equality.  

Certainly, one of the most important results of 9/11 is that Muslim 
Americans have come to realize the importance of Muslim cooperation across 
great internal ethnic, national and racial divides. New progressive voices, 
like those of Khaled Abou El Fadl at U.C.L.A. Law School, are reexamining the 
foundations of Shariah law and finding in it human aspirations for freedom, 
democracy, equality and tolerance.

However, American Muslims must still address the unfavorable view of 
the religion of Islam held by almost half the American public. It does not 
help that 75 percent of Americans admit they know little or nothing about 
Islamic beliefs. Shortly after 9/11, several hundred international Muslim 
scholars published an “Open Letter” to Christians and Jews explaining that 
Islam emphasizes Jesus’ two great commandments: love of God and love of 
neighbor. The letter was met with silence. In the long run, this task may be 
the most important unfinished agenda item, and the most difficult.

TERRORISM 
Carla J. Abodalo, M.S., instructor in sociology and crime & justice/academic  
program coordinator, crime & justice, Accelerated Degree Program

 It hardly seems possible that a decade has passed since 19 men associated 
with al-Qaeda and armed with nothing more than box cutters and sheer will 
and determination hijacked four airliners and carried out suicide attacks, 
resulting in massive destruction and the deaths of nearly 3,000 people. 

While America’s intelligence community had always been aware of 
terrorist activities, they were unprepared for this kind of attack. We as a 
nation were suddenly facing the harsh reality of our vulnerability and 
complacency, making the events of 9/11 the harshest lesson we would ever 
have to learn. 

During the last 10 years, we as a nation have been compelled to reexamine 
what we have always taken for granted: power, freedom, a sense of security 
and our place in the world arena. Great strides have occurred to ensure that 
history does not repeat itself. However, fighting the “war on terrorism” and 
sustaining efforts to reduce it in our homeland and worldwide have not 
come without great cost and sacrifice. 

In addition to the financial cost and loss of lives, American citizens have 
sustained loss of simple freedoms having to become accustomed to waiting in 
long lines to enter buildings and enduring a plethora of security measures at 
airports. The Patriot Act greatly expanded security measures at the expense of 
certain privacy expectations previously taken for granted. 

The terrorists may have been able to predict with certainty the magnitude 
of loss of lives and property. What they were unable to predict was the 
magnitude of America’s unwavering resiliency and resolve. 

The prevention of terrorist attacks against our nation and ensuring the 
safety of Americans is an arduous, 24/7 task and one with no clear end in 
sight. However, it is imperative that we take pride in what our nation has 

accomplished since that historic day. Agencies within our intelligence 
community have elevated counterterrorism efforts to their highest priority, 
which has resulted in paradigm shifts facilitating better prioritization of 
intelligence collection, analysis and dissemination. Another vital improvement 
has been expanding information sharing not only 
within the U.S. intelligence community but 
also to other federal, state, local and 
foreign law enforcement agencies. 

Some of us have become activists, 
or engaged in fervent debates 
surrounding political, social, 
cultural and religious issues as 
they relate to terrorism, but all 
of us collectively have become 
a more alert citizenry. 

Perhaps the most significant 
accomplishment of the past 
decade came on May 2, 2011, 
when the world learned of the 
death of Osama bin Laden in a 
daring U.S. raid. Then, on Aug. 22, 
2011, a CIA drone killed al-Qaeda’s 
second-in-command, Atiyah Abdel 
Rahman. These events, in addition to 
the eruption of the Arab spring, have 
dealt serious blows to al-Qaeda’s 
organization, but al-Qaeda’s ideology 
will continue to live on. There will always 
be new threats emerging. Vigilance is 
imperative because a scattered enemy 
still can be a dangerous one. We must 
remain cognizant that terrorism remains 
alive and well and that it only takes one 
individual or an isolated cell embracing 
al-Qaeda’s ideology to attempt another 
strike against their most desirable 
enemy. 

It is in never forgetting the harsh 
lessons learned that we as a nation can 
most effectively prevent and respond 
to another unimaginable attack on our 
homeland. n

American Muslims must still address the unfavorable view of the  
religion of Islam held by almost half the American public. - William M. King, Ph.D.

It is in never forgetting...that we as a nation can 
most effectively prevent and respond to another 
unimaginable attack on our homeland. - Carla J. Abodalo, M.S. 1313
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