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The Voice of Albright College Since 1904

An Interview with the New Dean of Students

by Meghan Hurst
The Albrightian

The Albrightian recently
had the chance to interview
Albright’s new Dean of Stu-
dents and Vice President of
Student Affairs Gina Crance.
She comes to the college from
Hofstra University, where
she was also dean of students,
and will begin her position at
Albright on April 30. Crance
was one of the yve ynal can-
didates chosen by Albright af-
ter a nation-wide search.

She holds a bachelor of
arts in psychology and a mas-
ter of arts in marriage and
family counseling from Hof-
stra, a master of education
from Teachers College at Co-
lumbia University in higher
education administration.
She is currently pursuing her
doctorate of education from
Hofstra in foundations, lead-
ership and policy studies and
hopes to graduate in Decem-
ber 2007.

In the interview, Crance
talks about everything from
why she decided to leave Hof-
stra, what she looks forward
to accomplishing at Albright,
to what she thought about her
yrst experience at Jakefs Java.

When you yrst came to Al-
bright, what stood out to you
the most? What did you like the
best about the college?

I liked the scope of re-
sponsibility and | liked the
fact that the college valued
integrity and character, and
that they said a sense of hu-
mor would be necessary. Ac-
tually, this is a little known
fact, but | came to campus to
visit before the whole process
happened because | felt like |
wanted to just make sure that
we [my family and I] could
relocate and that this would
be the place that we could
be. | thought the campus was
beautiful, and I loved the fact
that everyone said hello even
though they had never seen
me before. And there were a
few women working in the
student center building who
gave my daughter a quarter
for a gumball because | didn’t
have any change on me. It just
felt like a really good place.

As the dean, you are the
advocate of the students. 1om
sure youdve heard about the
issues with students living off-
campus and the residents of the
community. Do have any ideas
as to how you would soften the
edges of this debate a bit?

Well, 1 know that at-
tempts at communications
have already been made and
that people are taking that
very seriously. It’s really hard
for me to say what could be
done differently until 1 get in
here and really hear from the
people. I would like to know
more about the history of the
issue...l don’t believe it can
be as simple as people moving
off campus and the residents
don’t like it. Are the residents
scared? Are they feeling like
their area is being taken over?
I also don't believe students
can be that disruptive, but |
haven't talked to anyone yet.
I think probably just really
learning a little more about
the situationé yguring out
a communication plan...and
working with the administra-
tors here will help. I will be
present, | will be involved.

How do you feel about the
atmosphere of the community
and the surrounding area so
far?

I'm really excited about
it. We have driven around.
We looked primarily in this
area, directly surrounding
the campus. We've stayed
in hotels in the Wyomissing
area...of course we've visited
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the outlet stores. What | like
is that there really seems to be
a cultural richness of a small
city, which is nice. There’s a
nice diversity, which is im-
portant to me. It feels very
comfortable. I went to high
school is Mass., in a mill town.
The homesé how the trafyc
powsé the hills, thatis what |
was used to looking at. So, it’s
familiar to me.

Coming from Hofstra, how
do you hope to use your experi-
ence there, a larger institution
than Albright, at a smaller col-
lege?

Well, we had about 8,000
undergrads, | had exposure
to just a higher percentage of
issues and student concerns,
whether it was on a level of
programming...or  housing
needs...programming in the
residence halls. | think that
has given me an awareness
to the whole scope of things.
So not too much surprises
me. What I'm really excited
about was, in that large of an
environment, there wasn’t
the opportunity to really fo-
cus on one thing. It was like
you were always jumping

Dean cont’d on pg. 2

Albright Releases New Plans

for Science Hall

by Kellie Connors
The Albrightian

Albright hopes to break
ground in the fall of 2007 on an
addition to the Merner-Pfeiffer
Hall of Science.

The addition is the yrst of
two phases of construction to
take place in the aging science
hall. In the yrst phase, Albright
plans to build $17-18 million
worth of new laboratories, of-
yces and classrooms. It will take
12-18 months to complete the
construction.

In the second year-long
phase, the college will spend $8-9
million on renovations to the ex-
isting building. Dr. Karen Camp-
bell, biology professor, can spend
a maximum of $27 million.

“We are doing what we can
afford,” she said.

The new addition to the
building will arch around the
existing building in an L-shape
completing the building as a
square, said Campbell.

She said that the new addi-
tion will create spaces speciycally
for student and faculty research.
Currently, students such as Janeil
Gilyeat, a senior biology student,
perform their independent re-
search in the corner of dilapidat-

ing laboratories.

“It’s so frustrating,” said Gi-
lyeat. “I have my little corner
where | have to take out my
equipment every time. | can
only get in there on Tuesdays
and Thursdays because there is
aclass.”

Campell explained that pro-
fessors who were hired with the
intention of doing research will
now have the capacity to do so.

With new classroom space,
the college will also have the
capacity to hire a neuroscience
professor to begin a neuroscience
program.

“We have a really great biol-
ogy program and a great psychol-
ogy department,” said Campbell.
“We just need someone to make
that connection and now we'll
have a place for them.”

The improvements to Sci-
ence Hall will create new spaces
for larger classes on campus. The
program will also trigger a dom-
ino effect of new improvements.
“We need more classrooms,
dorms and a new student cen-
ter,” said Campbell.

To fund all of the improve-
ments to Science Hall, the plan is
to reynance its assets, fund-raise
and lease an existing radio tower
to Sprint-Nextel.

Cleaning Staff Appreciation

Days

by Sam Levine
The Albrightian

Have you ever taken a
closer look on campus and
wondered why the dorms and
classrooms were so clean? If
you haven't yet noticed, the
dormes, classrooms, and campus
landscape is kept clean by the
college’s hard-working clean-
ing staff.

On April 2 and 4, several
students made history and be-
gan what they hoped would
become a tradition here at Al-
bright. Over these two days, a
small group of students volun-
teered their time to assist the
cleaning staff with their daily
and nightly duties. On April 2,
students assisted the third shift
which ran from 10:30 p.m.
- 7 a.m. Third shift is respon-
sible for cleaning the academic
buildings and classrooms. On
April 4, students assisted yrst
shift, which ran from 6:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. First shift is responsi-
ble for maintaining the dorms
and cleaning the grounds.

This idea began when the
Albright Christian Fellowship
set out on a mission to make
a change and wanted Albright
students to be involved. Soph-

omore ACF member Melissa
Jaworski said that the reason
the organization decided to
have a cleaning staff apprecia-
tion day was because she was
inspired after reading the book
“Irresistible Resolution.” Ja-
worski also said that she went
on a personal mission and gave
carnations to cafeteria staff.
They were overjoyed, and Ja-
worski decided she wanted to
do something bigger that had
many more individuals in-
volved.

Cleaning Staff Apprecia-
tion Day was created as a re-
sult. ACF members posted
signs all around campus and
students signed up in the cam-
pus center to volunteer their
time. Over the two days, stu-
dents were paired with mem-
bers of the staff and went to
the different buildings. Tasks
included painting, mopping
and yard work. Jaworski’s ex-
pectations for the days were to
have as much help as possible
from students who were moti-
vated to do a good deed.

Her goal for the evening
was simple: to show the stu-
dents’ appreciation of the

Clean cont’d on pg. 6
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from thing to thing. I'm re-
ally hoping I'll be able to get
to know the students better
here, to focus better, and to
use the beneyts of a smaller
community to help it grow.

I know you answered this
in the open forum, but why did
you decide to leave Hofstra?

I have known for some
time that | wanted to be in
a smaller environment. |
really value the liberal arts
curriculum, and then with
Albright’s interdisciplin-
ary opportunities, | really
thought that was great. | re-
ally thought that | wanted to
be in a smaller place, | want-
ed to be able to work more
closely with the students,
and | wanted to be in a place
where the academic piece
had a focus that I could con-
nect with. The challenge as
a dean of students in a place
of Hofstra’s size [was that] |
had some involvement with
the academic side, but not as
much as | would've liked.

How do you intend to
hear the voice of all the stu-
dents, even those who arenf
as vocal or activity-oriented
as others?

By September I'll have
a better plan for you. One
of the things that struck
me when | met the stu-
dents here was that people
said yrst-year students and
sophomores aren’t involved
in a lot of activities. | need
to know why. So | may do
some really targeted focus
groups with those popula-
tions, whether they’re in my
home, whether they're at
meal time, but | really want
to do some targeted work
with those groups regard-
ing the involvement piece.
Clearly with the majority of
students living on-campus, |
want to ynd out more about
the residential experience.
I've heard really great things
and then I've heard some ar-
eas of concern. Obviously on
my list is to talk to students
who are moving off campus
and ynd out about their ex-
periences. So really how |
am going to do it is just by
having a very strategic plan
of how to reach different
populations of students, and
I hope the students will be
open to that.

Do you have any ideas
how to keep more students on
campus and what you think
they value in a residence hall
and a college community?

There are a lot of ideas |
have about what | think stu-
dents value. | believe they
value a safe, comfortable
environment; understand-
ing of course that there are
rules and responsibilities in
the community. But feeling
like they have a place where
they can express themselves

and be themselves. A place
that, after they’re done with
their full-time jobs, which
is their academic work, that
they can be comfortable, re-
lax. Where they have con-
veniences—where they can
come and go if they have
a part-time job. It’s your
home. It's your home away
from home. Again, | need to
hear more about what Al-
bright students in particular
feel is important. I'm curious
if there are enough activities
that meet people’s needs.
From what | can see it looks
like student activities does a
great job. The range of ac-
tivities is terriyc, but if for
some reason it's not meet-
ing students’ expectations or
needs, then | need to look at
that.

What do you most look
forward as you start your new
position?

The coffee | had at Jake’s
Java was outstanding, so I'm
hoping lill begin my yrst day
by grabbing a cup of coffee
there and then just spend-
ing time with students and
the cabinet. What I'm really
excited about is that | have a
position that bridges student
life and administrative life in
a really beautiful way. Every
administrator has been about
student success and student
growth, in this place. That’s
fabulous. To work in that
kind of administratively
supportive environment is
just wonderful.

So what do you think
about Jakets Java?

I love it. | had a latte; it
was outstanding.

What is your favorite as-
pect of the dean position?

I've been really lucky
that I've made connec-
tions with students early in
their academic careers and
I've watched them sort of
growth up through college.
So | would say ... watching
students graduate success-
fully, knowing that they had
all this great opportunity,
and they’re just starting on a
world of new opportunity.

Are there experiences you
had as an undergraduate that
you think would help you in
this position, or have helped
you as dean at Hofstra?

I think I actually wound
up with a career in students
affairs because of my ex-
perience. | showed up on
my yrst day at college from
out of state to ynd that |
was tripled, which | didn’t
know | was going to be, in a
double-sized room. And the
two other women had gotten
there yrst, and my bed was
broken. And there was a dead
plant in the room. And they
were not nice. And it was
just not a smooth transition.
I had to be relocated halfway
through the fall, just when |
was ynally getting used to

things. It's pretty funny be-
cause the woman who was
my supervisor for 16 years
was the director of housing
when that happened, so we
joke about it all the time.
She feels badly about it. So
I think that I know how
important it is to have a re-
ally positive beginning and
a comfortable one. And ac-
tives and programs need to
be designed to help people
adjust to campus smoothly.
And then administratively,
I know that it's important to
communicate clearly and to
pay attention to details.

Albright prides itself on
diversity. What role do you
think it plays on a college
campus?

I think that as humans,
it’s important for us to be
aware of differences and to
respect differences. | think
that...in  an educational
community it goes beyond
important. | think it's our
responsibility to learn about
differences, to nurture dif-
ferences, and ultimately to
celebrate differencesthrough
education, programming,
parties, and to celebrate
our similarities. Diversity
means so many different
things to so many different

News

people. One person can say
cultural, someone else can
say religion, someone else
can say orientation. | think
it’s our responsibility to be
cognicent of the full range
of differences in diversity,
and that the educational en-
vironment is the best way to
celebrate that.

So what do you do for fun
or to relax? Do you have any
hobbies?

Well, I'm currently
working on my doctorate,
but | also like to cook a lot
and | enjoy baking, espe-
cially around the holidays.
I'm a cookie person. | like
going to bookstores with
my daughter. | always liked
going to bookstores before
my daughter, but now I par-
ticularly enjoy it. You know
how bookstores have a spe-
cial kids section; well, she
just gets so in to it. It’s really
fun. I'm also hoping to be-
come an avid exerciser. I'm
hoping to ynd a new balance
in my life, and | do really
like to swim. So I'm excited
about Albright’s pool.

Where is your favorite
vacation spot?

Cape Cod. We go to this
little area called East Ham.

Favorite pizza topping?
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Sausage. It’s a toss up,
sausage or mushrooms.

Are you a big coffee
drinker?

Oh, yes. Starbucks, not
Dunkin’ Donuts. Starbucks.

While webre on the topic,
do you rather Barnes and No-
ble or Borders?

Oh, Barnes and Noble.
Deynitely.

What is one place you
would like to visit in your life-
time?

Italy.

Have you traveled any-
where else?

I've been to the Carib-
bean. I've been to England,
Belgium and France. I'd like
to see Rome and Tuscany.

Okay, one last question:
What does the position of dean
mean to you, personally?

It's a big part of my
identity. It always concerns
me when people equate
dean of students with dean
of punishment. My role is to
be an advocate, a counselor,
a cheerleader. To sometimes
say no, of course, but to ex-
plain why. To help support
the growth of the institution
and the growth of the stu-
dents and to really be there
for the community.
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Football Team Conditions while other Teams Wind Down

by Allyse Wolfinger
The Albrightian

In the midst of the base-
ball and softball season, the
Albright Lions football team
is in the middle of their spring
conditioning. This spring is
the beginning of a new era for
the team. After 10 years, the
Lions have a new head coach,
John Marzka, who has come
to Albright after coaching for
six years at Thiel College in
Greenville, Pa.

Freshman tight-end Rich
Muanz said that this spring’s
conditioning is much more
disciplined than last year.

“There is less down-time
during practice than last sea-
son,” Muanz said. The con-
ditioning this spring is more
intense for the team than
what they are used to, but
that's because Marzka “really
wants to win” according to
Muanz.

Marzka is already mak-
ing his mark with the team.
Not only is he concerned
with what the team is able to
do on the yeld, but he is also
concerned with what they
do in the classroom. On any
given day, you can see one of
the team’s coaches walking
from classroom to classroom

making sure the players are
attending class on a regular
basis.

“[Marzka] rewarded all
the players on the team with
a 2.5 or better GPA with

the opportunity to become
a captain next season,” said
Muanz.

The assistant coaching
staff for the Lions will also
have a new crew aboard next
season.

“Coach ‘O’ (Joe O’Neil)
was moved back to defensive
line coach, where he played

when he was at Albright,”
said Muanz. Chad Aldridge
will take over as wide receiv-
ers coach and Andrew Aurich
is the new tight-end and as-
sistant offensive line coach. In
his yrst season
with the Li-
ons, Steve Op-
genorth  will
be the special
teams and de-
fensive back
coach. Muanz
said Marzka’s
decision  to
add more full-
time coaches
will be very
beneycial for
the team be-
cause  they
will be there
all day if the
players need
anything.

The team
also has a new
game plan for the upcoming
season. They will be running
a huddled offense instead of
the no-huddle offense they
ran last season. Muanz said
that he expects Marzka to
stick with freshman Tanner
Kelly as quarterback to start
the season.

“He’s very fair,” said
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National Treasures

Photo by Dr. Pankratz

by Adam Daney
The Albrightian

April 18 marked the day
the Washington Nation-
als became the epitome of
Major League Baseball. By
the suggestion of fan Dan
Lanham of Calvert County,
Md., the Nationals players
honored those killed in the
Virginia Tech University
massacre two days prior.

The amazing compo-
nent of this homage was
the manner in which it was
conducted. After receiving
Lanham’s e-mail, Nationals
officials composed a brief
statement and delivered it
to MLB headquarters. They
were forced to ask permis-

sion to sport a new uni-
form. Amazingly enough,
MLB side-stepped its regu-
latory miles of yellow tape
and gave the team the green
light on their tribute. Team
workers promptly contact-
ed local Sports Authority
stores in an attempt to se-
cure enough hats for the en-
tire team. By the beginning
of the second inning, the
Nationals’ red caps were re-
placed with the
burgundy, or-
ange and white
of the Virginia
Tech Hokies.
In this era
of professional
sports, ath-
letes are often
portrayed  as

“Athletes are often
portrayed as an
overly-aggressive
band of greedy
barbarians that
are detached from
the real world.”

Nationals have proven to be
pleasantly ironic. The team,
bottom feeders in the MLB
food-chain, did something
more meaningful than any
other top-rate team could.
They also accomplished the
nearly impossible task of re-
minding fans that they are
more than just seemingly
super-human athletes. They
are, in fact, people. In a
weekend dominated by the
Yankees-Red
Sox face-off,
the  Nationals
lead the league
in the most im-
portant stat of
all: humanity.
After  the
game on April
18, several Na-

an overly-ag- tionals players
gressive band  —Adam .Daney, autographed
of greedy bar- senior the caps and
barians that sent them off to

are  detached
from the real
world Sports headlines are
often defaced by stories of
drug-abuse, violence and
crime. The askew values
that molded these so-called
“role models” are the same
that created the rage in Vir-
ginia Tech assailant Cho
Seung-Hui.

In this way, the ac-
tions of the Washington

Virginia Tech as

small reminders
of their support. While the
caps weren't adorned with
the signatures of All Stars
and Hall Of Fame hopefuls,
they are priceless in the les-
sons that they teach every
single one of us.

If you would like to
comment on any of Ad-
am’s articles, e-mail him at
amd081@albright.edu.

Muanz. “The best player for
the position is going to be the
one who gets to play.”

For now, the team is con-
centrating on improving after
a season where they ynished
with two wins and seven
losses. The yrst game of next
school year’s season will be
played against a new oppo-

nent, Salisbury University.

“This is a start of a new
era,” said Muanz. “We're
looking forward to playing
a new team.” With all of the
positive improvements being
made by Marzka, the Lions
will look like a different team
when they hit the yeld next
season.

Sports in the Brief

Soccer

The Albright men’s and
women’s soccer teams con-
cluded their month-long
spring season this past week-
end. The men played a tour-
nament at Elizabethtown
College on April 21 and the
women played at York Col-
lege on April 22.

The men’s team played a
total of yve 30-minute games
over the course of the one-day
tournament. The men walked
with 0-0 ties after playing
Moravian College, Alvernia
College, Ursinus College and
Vassar College and suffered a
loss 1-0 to McDaniel College.
The men’s team left the tour-
nament giving up one goal
and scoring none.

The women played three
50-minute games in their
tournament at York the fol-
lowing day. The event was
considered a “play-day,” and
comprised mainly of club
teams. The women tied the
yrst game 0-0, then lost the
following games 3-0 and 2-0,
respectively.

Both teams will enjoy
the off-season until the fall
season begins in late August.

Baseball

On April 20 the Albright
men’s baseball team beat fel-
low Commonwealth Con-
ference team Susquehanna

University 8-2 on Kelchner
Field. The following day the
Lion’s suffered an 8-7 and 7-2
loss in a doubleheader against
Susquehanna, dropping the
men’s team to 7-11 in con-
ference play and 12-17 over-
all. The team played Ursinus
College Tuesday afternoon at
Kelchner Field, and is sched-
uled to play at Juniata College
this coming Friday at 3:30 and
Saturday at Albright at noon.
The Lions will also play Kutz-
town University, a Division 11
team, at First Energy Stadium
on Monday at 6:35 p.m.

Softball

On April 24, Albright
split a conference double-
header with Lebannon Valley
College, which leaves Al-
bright 6-6 in conference play.
After dropping the yrst game
3-2, Albright rallied back to
win 14-12. Meredith Mayes
hit a two run homerun, while
Alex Keyes contributed a
grand slam, a homerun and
seven RBI's several players
having multiple hits in the
victory.

The team is currently
yghting to hold their position
in a three way tie for third
place. With only Junita left in
the conference schedule, Al-
bright has to win both games
to help secure their MAC
playoff situation.
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Former Mob Boss Speaks at

Albright

by Meghan Hurst
The Albrightian

At the age of 35, he was the
youngest person listed on For-
tune magazine’s survey of the
50 wealthiest mob bosses in the
nation. Vanity Fair called him
one of the biggest mob money-
makers since Al Capone. Then,
at the height of his power,
Michael Franzese did the
unthinkable: he walked
away from the Maya and
the blood covenant that
bound him to the Colom-
bo crime family.

The Department
of Public Safety and the
Criminal Justice Society
sponsored a lecture by
Franzese on April 11 in
Albright's Memorial Cha-
pel. Franzese has been
touring the country for 12
years, visiting schools and
talking about what he has
learned from his experi-
ences in the mob. He preaches
a strong anti-gambling message,
particularly to professional and
college athletes.

Franzese said he became
involved with the mob because
of his father’s role as under-boss.
When his father was sent to
serve a 50-year prison sentence,
Franzese, 24 at the time, took an
oath and ofycially joined the Co-
lombo crime family.

“It wasn't something | as-
pired to do,” he said. “The ap-
pealing thing to me was being a
part of something my dad was.”

Franzese soon became cap-
tain of the organization, making
him third in charge with only
the boss and under-boss above
him. As captain, Franzese’s du-
ties were to tend to the men
under him, associates and life-
oath members, and to “do what
the mob does” whenever he was
called upon. However, Fran-
zese’'s main role, and what he
excelled at, was earning money
for the family. At the peak of
his success, Franzese said he was
bringing in “several million a
month.” He accomplished this
by employing organized meth-
ods of point-shaving in college
sports—where he would wager
against a particular team to win,
then bribe players on that team
not to win by a previously speci-
yed point margin so he could
win the bet—loan sharking and
gambling.

“l had a little bit of a sense
of business,” he said. “It was my
area of expertise.”

Out of the 115 members of
the family, only 15 earned mon-
ey, according to Franzese.

“Most guys aren't big earn-
ers,” he said. The amount of
money Franzese was making
monthly was almost unheard of,
which is why he has been com-
pared to notorious mobsters like

Al Capone.

Then, after more than 17
years with the Colombo family,
Franzese pleaded guilty to rack-
eteering, spent seven years in
prison and quit the mob.

“A lightning bolt hit me in
the form of a 19-year-old wom-
an who is now my wife of 22
years,” Franzese said of his deci-

sion to leave the family. He met
his wife, Camille Garcia, on the
set of a movie he was producing
at the time. She was a “Christian
girl” and Franzese knew she
wouldn't approve of the life he
led, so he chose to leave it be-
hind.

“The process of getting out
of the family was difycult,0 he
said, adding that there is still a
contract on his life. He said there
have been numerous occasions
when the FBI has warned Fran-
zese that his life is in danger, and
he and his wife have needed
to pee their home for days at a
time. Safe, however, is a relative
term when it comes to Franzese.
As he put it, “You never get out
of the woods,” particularly when
it comes to the Maya.

According to Franzese,
touring the country and giv-
ing his lectures doesn’t put him
in any additional danger, since
most of the people who are a
serious threat to him are “dead
or in prison.” He does employ a
“no sitting on the fence” policy,
and never gets too comfortable
with his apparent security. After
his experiences with the maya
and his need to be ever-vigilant,
Franzese said he has learned to
appreciate things more. “I never
take anything for granted,” he
said.

Looking back on his time in
the maya, Franzese said, fiThere
are things I've done in that life
I'm sorry for,” but added that he
has no regrets because of what
he learned from his experiences.

“There were experiences
to me that were invaluable,” he
said. “There’s no making up for
what was done in the past.”

From all of the lessons he
has learned in life, Franzese said
the messages he tries to convey
at his lectures are the dangers of
gambling and another of overall

encouragement to students. He
encourages youths to make the
right choices while reminding
them things are never so bad
that they can’t be turned around.
“No matter how bad things are
you can come back,” he said.

Franzese's personal man-
ager, Robert Michaels, is an
ex-detective and served in the
National Guard, making
the two an unlikely duo.

“l used to look at a
law enforcement agent
like he was an alien,”
Franzese said. Michaels
said he had never heard of
Franzese before a friend
recommended he contact
him.

Director of Public
Safety Robert Gerken said
he heard Franzese speak
in January and thought
to himself, “We need
to get him at Albright.”

File photo Gerken is a former state

police ofycer who dealt
with organized crime, so he was
particularly interested in what
Franzese had to say. “Michael is
one of those speakers where you
don’t miss a word he says,” said
Gerken.

Franzese has written two
books, “Quitting the Mob” in
1992, and “Blood Covenant,” his
most recent, released in 2003.
He has plans to write two more
and there is also the possibility of
a movie about his escape from
the Maya being produced. Fran-
zese lives in Marina Del Ray,
Calif. with his wife and seven
children.

Greek News
Catching up with all things Greek

compiled by Megan Lamiotte
The Albrightian

Sigma Kappa

The sisters of Sigma Kappa
would like to congratulate the
newly initiated members of
the Greek community and are
happy to initiate 13 of their own
new sisters.
Alpha Delta Pi

The sisters of Alpha Delta
Pi kicked off their 20th anni-
versary by holding their spring
formal on April 20 and will con-
tinue the celebration with an
alumnae brunch on May 6. This
past Tuesday, they held a Ronald
McDonald night at Friendly’s,
where they collected money for
their philanthropy.
Phi Mu

Thesisters of Phi Mu hosted
a car wash on Sunday to beneyt
the Children’s Miracle Network.
They asked for a donation of $5
in return for a clean car. In four
hours, they managed to raise
$816. They would like to thank
all donors, especially those from
the Albright community, for be-
ing so supportive of them and
their philanthropy. They would
also like to wish the best of luck
to the brothers of Pi Kappa Phi
during PUSH Week, and con-
gratulations to Sigma Kappa and
Sigma Alpha Epsilon on their
newly initiated members.
Kappa Delta Phi

Nothing to report.
Alpha Sigma Phi

Alpha Sigma Phi is train-
ing intensely for IM softball.
They are also heading to Blue

Marsh to clean up the land and
give back to the environment
and are prepping “hardcore” for
Greek Week, with their Greek
God representative being Tony
Wambach.
Sigma Alpha Epsilon

Sigma Alpha Epsilon would
like to congratulate all the new
members of the Greek commu-
nity including their own initiates
of the Tau pledge class. Sigma Al-
pha Epsilon also dorm-stormed
on April 12 for the Children’s
Miracle Network, raising just
over $200. Thanks to all those
who donated.
Pi Kappa Phi

Recently, Pi Kappa Phi has
been planning events to be held
during their PUSH Week, April
23-27. Come support them out
on the corner of 13th and Bern
Sts. for their annual 100-hour-
straight Scaffold Sit in addition
to Poker for Push, Jail Break and
other activities to raise money for
those with disabilities. They are
looking forward to Greek Week
and its festivities and would like
to congratulate Esrom Montesi-
no for being selected to represent
them as their Greek God. They
would also like to congratulate
each Greek organization on their
new members and wish them
the best of luck in the upcom-
ing year. The prestigious honor
of Pi Kappa Phi Rose Queen was
awarded to senior Megan Con-
nelly at the Spring Formal last
week. They would like to con-
gratulate her for represnting the
values and ideals that make them
Pi Kappa Phi.
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New Found Glory Rocks Our Socks Off

Students gathered on North Hall Field to mosh, crowd surf, rock out on April 19

by Rob Lowry
The Albrightian

In many ways, hundreds
of Albright students waited
out the calm before the storm
on April 19 before the Student
Government  Association’s
annual concert, which fea-
tured the most well-known
act that has ever come to Al-
bright: New Found Glory.

After nearly the entire
month of April being full of
cloudy forecasts and rain, it
seemed destined that it would
only be a matter of time until
the sky opened up and damp-
ened SGA’s plans of having
the concert on North Hall
Field. While the rain never
came, however, the rock cer-
tainly did.

Berks County natives
Johnny Action Figure took
the stage at 8:15 p.m. and in-
fected the crowd with their
addictive melodies and cheer-

ful stage presence. The band
dished out a half an hour-long
set of songs from their most
recent full-length album,
“Ask the Room to Please Stop
Spinning,” along with a cou-
ple of new jams and a ynale
for any old-school fans in the
audience.

Through the entirety of
their set, Johnny Action Fig-
ure demonstrated their love
for what they do and their
gratiycation for their ability
to do it, endlessly thanking
the crowd for their presence,
support and involvement in
the show. Johnny Action Fig-
ure seemed to improve and
grow tighter within their mu-
sicianship with every song,
hitting their characteristic
three-harmony melodies and
honkey-tonk guitar solos.

The crowd seemed to
have just as much fun with
its dancing, swaying, cheer-
ing and singing.

It was almost a half an
hour until New Found Glory
took the stage once Johnny
Action Figure ynished out
their set. As guitar-techs
came and went, the crowd
swayed with anticipation.
Finally, music came over
the sound system and people
knew what was happening.
They cheered and screamed
as New Found Glory walked
onto the stage.

The quintet jumped right
into “Understatement,” the
yrst track off of their third
full-length alboum and never
looked back. Stopping only
momentarily between songs
to ensure the crowd was en-
joying themselves, the band
ripped through a full set of
old and new favorites, sing-
along covers, and of course
the crowd-pleasing hit sin-
gles. Known for their crowd-
involvement and energetic
live performances, the band

was noticeably drenched in
sweat from head to toe only
a few songs into the set on a
cool, sub-50 degree evening.
The band sounded tight
as ever, with all the illustri-
ous guitar licks, churning
power chords and stuck-in-
your-head melodic vocals be-
ing hit with such precision
you would think you were
listening to their album.
Vocalist Jordan Pun-
dik ensured the crowd that
they were at a rock and roll
concert, however, and not
merely listening to an al-
bum. Pundik took initiative
in becoming an active par-
ticipant of the crowd, jogged
up to North Hall Field’s hill
where non-ticket holders
watched and listened from
afar and gave the audience
an opportunity to sing the
band’s lyrics into Pundik’s
microphone. Similarly, Pun-
dik ventured into the front of

the crowd during the band’s
ynale, hit single iMy Friends
Over You.” Throwing the up-
per-half of his body into the
crowd, the audience rushed
forward, all hoping to get a
word in the microphone (or,
for some female fans, to touch
the pop-punk idol).

When the band’s hour-
plus long set and twenty-min-
ute encore came to a close, the
band left not only the stage,
but an imprint on Albright’s
campus that is sure to be felt
for weeks to come.

At Sunday’s SGA Sen-
ate meeting, President Sta-
cey Ferraro announced that
attendance, taking into con-
sideration ticket holders and
non-ticket holders observing
from the hill, topped 1,000,
exceeding last year’s atten-
dance numbers as well as Fer-
raro’s expectations.

Exclusive Interview with New Found Glory
Drummer Cyrus Bolooki

by Meg Shaw
The Albrightian

When you're a rock star,
you do what you want. You
eat what you want, sleep when
you want to and say what you
feel like saying. Well, for the
most part.

New Found Glory rolled
into Albright on April 19
with quite a few tasks ahead
of them. They played on the
soccer yeld, had some time
for racquetball at the gym and
rocked out for a mind-blow-
ing concert with no shortage
of mosh pits or crowd surfers.

Afew hours beforehand, a
handful of lucky students who
participated in a rafpe were
able to meet the band one-on-
one (or one-on-yve, but whois
counting?) at a Meet-and-
Greet session in North Hall.
There, students were able to
talk to the band, take pictures
and get autographs.

I was fortunate enough to
get an interview with drum-
mer Cyrus Bolooki.

What was your yrst im-
pression of Albright?

When | woke up this
morning, I'm glad it wasn’t
raining or anything because |
heard it was supposed to rain.
It's a beautiful campus — it’s
Very nice.

What are some of your
musical inpuences and favorite
bands?

Well, you know there are
yve people in the band and all
of us are kind of different. So,
it's a hard question to answer
for the whole band. Every-
body kind of grew up listen-
ing to everything from rock

that was early '80s and early
'90s. There were a lot of hard-
core punk rock inpuences T a
couple of us came from that
whole scene. It was really just
a little bit of everything — seri-
ously, everything.

| also heard that for your
most recent album you all lived
together in Malibu. So, | gather
you all get along really well?

Well, we've been doing
this now for 10 years, so we
kind of had to. We've been
together in buses and vans
and hotel rooms, you name it.
We've been together for a long
time. You also have to able to
learn how to just work with
each other and give each other
space when you need to, but,
I mean, we all want to do this
and we all want to continue to
do this as long as we can. So,
we ynd a way to get through
everything.

When  youbre  touring
around, how do you deal with
all of the pressure and what do
you do in between shows?

Well, we've been touring
for a long time now on buses
and just all around the world.
So, whether it's going out to
malls, movies, for food, you
know, something in the area,
or just hanging on the bus on
our computers, playing vid-
eogames, watching movies,
whatever — we all have our
ways that we ynd to kill time
and just kind of pass the time
while you're on the tour.

You recently just parted
ways with Geffen Records and
with Rick DeVoe Management.
What were your reasons for
that?

Basically, with Geffen it

was a very amicable split. It's
just that our last record — |
don't think that anybody re-
ally felt that it lived up to its
potential. It was time for a
change for us pretty much ev-
erywhere, so that's one of the
reasons why we also got rid of
the management. We're very,
very excited about the future.
We're releasing a record on
Drive-Thru Records com-
ing up in the fall [“From the
Screen to Your Stereo Part 2.
It'sa movie cover, kind of a se-
quel from something we did a
couple years ago [“From the
Screen to Your Stereo”]. But,
the future looks very bright
for us. Like I said before, we've
been together for 10 years now
and everybody is interested in
what we’re doing and we have
a lot of labels talking to us.
So, we'll just continue to go
on tour and continue to make
records and do this as long as
we can.

Then, where do you see
yourself and the band in 10
more years?

Hopefully still doing this!
It's a crazy thing to think
about when you actually think
about how long you've been
together. Most bands have
only lasted a couple of years.
So, sometimes you have to be
pretty innovative with how
you continue with your band,
but the big thing for us is that
we started this ourselves. We
were yve guys playing at our
parents’ houses, and we just
love playing music, and we’re
still kind of all in that ideol-
ogy right now. So, as long as
we stay rooted in that, we'll
still be here.

Battle of the Bands
Rescheduled for Tonight

by Rob Lowry
The Albrightian

Albright College’s Battle
of the Bands, co-sponsored
by the Music Entertainment
Industry Students Associa-
tion and WXAC, Albright's
radio station, was initially
fipostponed indeynitelyo from
taking place on April 11 due
to availability issues with Al-
bright security.

fil was just notiyed to-
day [April 11] that we were
allocated funds for security
[by the Student Government
Association],” stated junior
Tarek Mohamed, president of
MEISA and one of the main
event coordinators. “But ap-
parently there is a 10-day
notice that [security] needs
before an event.”

After receiving a letter
notifying the organization of
the allocated funds, Mohamed
immediately went to security
in order to ensure coverage
for the event, but it was too
late.

“Security informed us
that there’s an event going on
the same night, and they don’t
have enough ofycers to cover
both,” said Mohamed.

Security is not required
for events with Albright stu-
dents; however, when the
event is open to the public,
there is a college regulation
that mandates security must
be present.

Mohamed says that the
organizations are going to do
whatever it takes to resched-
ule the show, even if the orig-

inal lineup is not intact.

“Going Home is a legiti-
mate band that has a record-
ing contract, is signed to a
label and has established itself
through touring and the like,”
said Mohamed. “So we may
have missed our chance with
them.”

Although the cancella-
tion of such an event may
seem minute in the grand
scheme of the Albright com-
munity, Mohamed cites the
college’s “lack of social gath-
erings, unity and overall sup-
port of the arts” as playing a
role in the event’s demise.

“It didn’t seem like we
had much support [from Al-
bright] from the beginning,”
began Mohamed. “So [MEISA
and WXAC] went out there
and put everything together
ourselves. And look where we
ended up. | mean, if students
put on a show that is going to
draw over a hundred people
to an event...that should re-
ally be recognized.” The or-
ganizations plan to hold the
Battle of the Bands annually.

“Solving a problem is
what got us to the top. There
will always be problems,” said
Muhammed. “What separates
those who prosper and those
who fail is perseverance. If
you crumble when there is a
problem, you will never suc-
ceed.”

The rescheduled date for
Battle of the Bands is tonight
at 7 p.m. in the Campus Cen-
ter Main Lounge. Admission
is free with a student 1D and
$3 for non-students.
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Waiting for Godot Goes to the Capitol

by Larisa R. Gonder
The Albrightian

“Nothing to be done.”
Anyone who had their hand
in the Domino Players 2006
production of Samuel Beck-
ett’'s “Waiting for Godot”
would certainly tell you oth-
erwise about the creative pro-
cess that got this masterpiece
nationally recognized at the
Kennedy Center in Washing-
ton, D.C. on April 18. Since
August, a talented production
staff has been hard at work
perfecting this show that is
all about, well, waiting.

The show was entered in
The Kennedy Center Ameri-
can College Theatre Festival
and was selected to present
at the regional festival in
New Paltz, N.Y. in January.
Among those who were in-
vited to present at the State
University of New York, “Go-
dot” won the regional title
and advanced to the national
level. Overall, 600 schools
entered 2,000 productions to
be judged, and “Godot” was
one of three performed at the
Kennedy Center in Washing-
ton, D.C.

“For me, the thrill of the
National Performance was at
its height when | found out
that we were selected to at-

tend,” said senior actor Chris-
topher Diercksen. “That’s not
to say that performing at the
Kennedy Center wasn't a
valuable experience or that |
didn’t have fun or anything;
just that the greatest honor
we achieved was the actual
invitation.”

From invitation to stand-
ing ovation, “Godot” made
quite a journey. Upon being
presented with a commemo-
rative plaque from the Ken-
nedy Center to honor the
ensemble’s efforts, director
Jeffery Lentz made sure to
extend special thanks to the
playwright for his brilliant
material.

“[Tlhe most memorable
aspect of this entire year-
long, creative experience,
is that there seems to be an
endless ability for this play to
surprise us,” Lentz said. “The
more we work on ‘Godot,’
the more we marvel at its
narrative strength, construc-
tion and resonance. We feel
spoiled. We can’t help but
compare every play that we
consider against the genius
of Beckett’s theatrical mas-
terpiece. Nowhere else in the
canon of dramative literature
is there a work that so acutely
probes the daunting nature of
the human condition.”

The home-town audi-
ence was also on the com-
pany’s list of special thank
you’s. A crowd of current Al-
bright students, alumni, par-
ents, friends and President
Lex McMillan all trekked to
Washington, D.C. for this
once-in-a-lifetime event.
Feeling the love that night,
Ryan Eggleston expressed his
appreciation.

“I would like to thank
everyone that came down to
D.C. to support us,” Eggleston
said. “You have no idea how
great it felt to see so many
friendly faces in the crowd
that night.”

Sophomore William
“Billy” Balmer concurred that
there was a deynite sense of
community.

“This experience has
made me incredibly proud of
and thankful for the theatre
being done at Albright,” he
said.

“Waiting for Godot” was
penned by Beckett in the late
1940s. The show explores the
nature of human existence
through the trials and tribu-
lations of a pair of bowler-
wearing tramps, Vladimir and
Estragon (played by senior
Greg Hritz and sophomore
David Darrow). In the pro-
cess of waiting for the mys-

Mr. and Miss Albright Photos

Mr. & Miss Albright Pageant contestants
performing their talents for the crowd on
April 16.

Above: Senior Ed Cicci rocks out on
electric guitar

Above right: Kutztown senior Emily
Winski and senior Albrightian Jessica
Winski serenade the judges with fil Got
You, Babe.o

Right: Freshman Andrew Gibout shows
off his musical talent while reciting

Photos by Keri Labuski

poetry.

terious Mr. Godot, the men
come into contact with Poz-
zo (Balmer), a cruel yet well-
versed Englishman and his
obedient servant, Lucky (Di-
ercksen). Relaying messages
between the protagonists and
Godot, whose whereabouts
are never fully revealed, is a
servant boy (Eggleston).

While the concept of the
show seems pretty simple,
the script left a lot to be de-
sired. Though Vladimir him-
self states, “Never neglect the
little things of life,” the stage
description is very vague: “A
country road. A tree. Eve-
ning.”

Making something out of
nothing, the production staff
took every detail of acting
and design into careful con-
sideration.

“Right from the begin-
ning, the cast and production
staff were just constantly on
the same page,” said Darrow.
“The world of the play just
came to life as we rehearsed.
There were never any ques-

tions as to where we were
or what we were doing. And
when there were questions,
there was total collaboration
to ynd the answers.o

Though the scenery con-
sisted of only a road, a rock,
a tree and a painting, the im-
pact that these objects made
in the visual presentation
was nothing less of stunning.
Discussions between Lentz
and scene/prop/costume de-
signer Cocol Bernal provided
the inspiration for a visual
experience unlike any other.
For example, Bernal’s chalk
painting was a delightfully
chaotic representation of the
sky. While the veiled sim-
plicity of the other scenery
promoted an order on the
stage, the canvas provided
the turmoil of the world and
the play as a whole.

Shining new light on
the lives of the characters in
their relations to each other
and their surroundings was
junior Jes Halm, lighting de-
signer.

Chinese Lion Dancers

by Jamie McGrath
The Albrightian

The loud clash of gongs
and rumbling of drums shat-
tered the silence, causing
a wave of anticipation to
wash over the entire room
as the colorful lion raised its
mighty head. It made its way
around the room with ener-
getic, playful movements, as
it displayed bright yellow,
red and orange on its se-
quined hide.

On April 4, the Chinese
Dragon Dancers made this
performance possible in the
Albright Campus Center’s
main lounge. This dance is a
popular Asian tradition that
began thousands of years
ago.

This year, a Lion Dance
was performed instead of
the Dragon Dance which
was performed last year. It is
done to bring good luck and
prosperity to the place and
the people where the dance
is performed. The Lion itself
is made up of parts of other
animals, such as scales from
a ysh, and has mirrors on its

forehead to protect against
evil. This is because demons
cannot bear to look at them-
selves. Often confused with
the Dragon Dance, which
involves up to 10 people in
the costume, the Lion Dance
is done using only two peo-
ple. However, there may be
extra dancers standing by in
case the current ones become
tired and need to switch.
There are also certain cues
hidden within the music that
signal certain choreography
in the dance or switches in
dancers.

After the Lion Dance, the
dancers from Tai Yim Kung
Fu revealed to the audience
that they originally started
with martial arts before
moving on to dancing. They
demonstrated some high-ac-
tion kung-fu moves, such as
Buddhist’s Fist and Tiger’s
Broadsword, both of which
teach discipline and control.
While each of the moves can
be deadly in a yght, the ar-
tistic choreography of the
moves are extremely graceful
and show tremendous skill.

Clean cont’d from pg. 1

cleaning staff’s hard work and
effort.

Jaworski  said, “We
weren't looking for recogni-
tion, but since [we got it], it
would help spread the word.”
Representatives from the
Reading Eagle and The Re-
porter were on hand to pho-
tograph and cover the event.

Participant and fellow
ACF member Danielle Will-
man said that if she had the
chance to do it again, she
would.

“l absolutely loved it. The
opportunity to help someone
else is a great feeling,” she
said.
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Brown to Participate in 800-mile Bike Ride

by Meg Shaw
The Albrightian

On May 11 the students
of Albright College will be
fretting about ynals, wonder-
ing if they’ve studied enough
or sweating because they
haven't started. Other stu-
dents will be preparing for
graduation, handing in some
of their last assignments and
checking their calendars for
the Senior Week schedule.

Junior Jeff Brown will
not be joining us.

Instead Brown, a brother
of the Pi Kappa Phi fraternity
and the president of The In-
ter-Fraternal Council, will be
on the starting line for a very
important fundraising event
off the shores of Miami.

Since its start in 1997
hundreds of brothers of Pi
Kappa Phi have raised more
than $75,000 each year for
people with disabilities on a
statewide bike ride, Gear Up
Florida. The fraternity’s phi-

lanthropy, PUSH America,
sponsors the event.
Recently, Brown sat

down for an interview to
discuss the event in greater
detail and explain why it is
so special to him and to the
fraternity.

What exactly is Gear Up
Florida, who sponsors this
trip, and where is it held?

Gear Up Florida is an
800-mile bike ride from Mi-
ami to Tallahassee, designed
to raise money and awareness

for people with disabilities.
The ride will begin on May
11 and will conclude on May
26. This ride is sponsored by
PUSH America, Pi Kappa

Phi’s national philanthropy.
I will be riding with 34 oth-
er brothers of the fraternity

from across the nation.

So, did you have to raise
all of the money for this trip
yourself? How much money
did you raise and how did you
do it?

To be able to participate
in the trip you needed to go
through an application pro-
cess through PUSH America.
| started this process in the
summer of 2006, and found
out I was on the team by the

start of this school year. Once
you're selected, you have
committed yourself to rais-
ing aminimum of $2,000. I've
raised $2,110.10 so far. | was
able to raise a majority of this
money through business do-
nations and a Christmas card

Photo by Dr. John Pankratz

mailing to my friends and
family. We have a few events
planned during PUSH Week
to help me raise more money.
By the way, PUSH Week runs
from April 23 to 27!

What does the money you
raised and the money all of the
members raised go toward?

All of the money myself
and the 34 other brothers
raised goes directly to proj-
ects designed to help people

with disabilities. None of my
fundraising goes towards pay-
ing for my pight or any bike
equipment. When we arrive
in Florida, all of our meals and
lodging is provided to us by
our sponsors and supporters.
This is what helps make this
event so special;
every single dol-
lar | raise goes
directly towards
helping people
with disabilities.

How many
other people in
your fraternity
have done this?

I will be
the third person
from the Zeta
Chi chapter.
Charles  Kolb
participated in
the event last
year and was a
big help on in-
puencing me to
participate this
year.

How many
people compete?
Do you win anything?

The event is not actually
a competition, and there are
no winners or losers. We ride
as a way of getting from city
to city and raising awareness.
We will be riding in “teams”
or figroupso of four to yve rid-
ers. Our average day consists
of riding followed by friend-
ship visits, which occur at
campsand other locations that
provide services and events

for people with disabilities.
We play games, go bowling,
hold dances, and even put on
a puppet show for the camp-
ers. This is what makes our
philanthropy, and speciycally
Gear Up Florida, so special. It
is one thing to be able to col-
lect cans for a food drive, ship
them out, and then know you
did something good. It is en-
tirely another thing to be able
to be with the people you are
raising money for. There is
nothing like having the abil-
ity to see yrst hand what your
hard work is going towards.
What made you want to
compete in Gear Up Florida?
PUSH America really
helped inpuence my deci-
sion to join Pi Kappa Phi in
the yrst place, so naturally |
had been very interested in
participating in the events
it has to offer. | had the op-
portunity to participate in an
event held during Halloween
in 2005, where myself and
four other brothers went to a
camp for people with disabil-
ities in Wexford, Pa. During
this visit we set up and ran a
haunted trail for the campers
and had a dance party with
them afterwards. Being able
to see how much they appre-
ciate our help and our compa-
ny is indescribable. Everyone
focuses too much on what
they are unable to do, when
itis important to look at what
they are capable of doing,
which you ynd out is a lot.

Eight Albrightians Soak Up the Sun, Get Down

by Meghan Hurst
The Albrightian

Eight Albright students
recently attended the 21st
National Conference on Un-
dergraduate Research from
April 12-14 at the Domini-
can University of California
in San Rafael, Calif.

NCUR, established in
1987, is a yearly conference
for students that is “dedicat-
ed to promoting undergrad-
uate research, scholarship,
and creative activity in all
fields of study,” according to
the organization’s website.
NCUR is a chance for stu-
dents from all institutions
of higher learning to pres-
ent their undergraduate re-
search in a non-competitive
atmosphere in the forms of
Power Point presentations,
readings, performances,
and displays of artwork, to
name a few. There were ap-
proximately 1,500 students
who attended the confer-
ence, where they not only
presented their research
findings but attended mix-

ers and receptions where all
of the students had a chance
to convene.
According to Dr.
David Osgood, as-
sociate professor of
biology, “The pre-
sentations were su-
perb.” The Albright
students gave four
talks—one biology,
one art and environ-
mental studies, and
two in english litera-
ture—and presented
four posters—one bi-
ology, one psychol-
ogy, one education,
and one political sci-
ence/psychology.
Senior LaKei-
sha Hall, who pre-
sented her abstract
“Seasonal  Changes
in Immunity Track
Changes in Energet-
ics and not Repro-
duction in Female
Siberian Hamsters,”
said, “It [NCUR] was
an amazing experience.
Not only was the location
amazing, but there’s an ex-

citement and satisfaction
involved knowing that you
will be presenting research

presented a poster explain-
ing her abstract, “Why Be-
comeaPolitician? A Study of
Personality and Po-
litical Motivation.”
She said NCUR was,
“Such a great experi-
ence. It was a true
honor to be accepted
by NCUR to present
because it is such a
prestigious program.
Also, it meant that
all of the hard work
that | put into my
research really paid
off and | was being
recognized for the
work that | have
done over the past
year. | was able to
meet so many dif-
ferent people and
talk to them. It was
also my first time on
the West Coast, and
the city was amaz-
ing. | couldn’t get

Photo provided by Dr. David Osgood OVer how  beautiful

to your peers and mentors
at other institutions.”
Senior Jessica Winski

it was.”
Junior Gina Carfagno,
who presented her project
“Evaluation Overload: In-

to Business

fluences of the Imaginary
Audience,” said her expe-
rience at NCUR was one
she would never forget. “I
would recommend this ex-
perience to anyone who
truly invests themselves in
their research. Show it off!
Be proud of who you are,
and showcase the outstand-
ing undergraduate research
program that exists at Al-
bright College.”

Overall, Osgood said
that the conference has gen-
erally been “very positive”
for both students and fac-
ulty, adding, “The network-
ing potential is tremendous
(2,000 attendees) —to learn
what others are doing in
your field, but also to make
contacts for employment or
graduate school.”

Osgood and those Al-
bright students who at-
tended the conference urge
others who are interested in
a particular area of research
and looking for a fun, posi-
tive experience to take the
possibility of attending
NCUR into consideration.
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Albright is Home Away From Home

by Sarah Molnar
The Albrightian

Wince Lam is just like
any other 17-year-old.
While Kelly Clarkson and
Avril Lavigne are some of
her favorite music artists,
she also enjoys playing bas-
ketball and badminton. Yet,
unlike many students her
age, she’s not in high school
anymore.

Lam is already ending
her second semester of her
freshman year at Albright.
Upon entering the interview
with a girl all the way from
Hong Kong, | thought I'd
meet someone completely
different from myself. I soon
realized that she was not
much different, and she had
a lot to offer to the Albright
community.

Hong Kong may seem
like a very distant land, but
as Lam described it, it is just
another busy city.

“It is an everyday rush
like in New York City,”
she explained. “Everyone is
crammed into small apart-
ments. People rely heav-
ily on public transportation,
such as the subway. Hardly
anyone needs a car.”

In America, the SAT
exam is a large part of the
requirements for college ac-
ceptance. Unlike students
in the United States, high
school students in Hong
Kong who wish to attend an

institution of higher-level
education must take a pub-
lic exam. If they do well on
the exam, they can apply for
college in China. But those
students who do not perform
as well have the chance to
study in other countries. “It
was a new chance to start
again,” said Lam.

Like other international
students at Albright, Lam
did not start off her new ex-
perience with ease. “It was
hard to make new friends,”
she said. She feels that, due
to her shy demeanor, Al-
bright students didn't want
to approach her. Instead,
Wince adjusted to college
life by socializing with other
international students from
China, including her room-
mate who speaks Mandarin
Chinese like her. Lam finds
the North Hall dorm to be
a very comfortable place to
live. “It is a good place be-
cause of the lounge; it is a
good place to study, but you
can also do some things apart
from studying,” she said.

Lam would like to spend
more time playing sports
and attending social events,
but a heavy workload takes
up the majority of her free
time. If she had more time,
she expressed that she
would like to write an in-
ternational section for The
Albrightian. “I would like to
tell people about my experi-
ences and my past. | could

let more people know about
my country,” she said.

This is not Lam’s first
time outside of China. Last
year, she traveled to London
and New York City, where
she went to art museums
and Chinatown.

Lam is adjusting to the
changes in her life just like
most  stu-

dents do
during any
transition-
al period.
When asked
about her
friends at
home, she
explained
that she felt
they had
drifted apart.

“ My
friends have
changed,”
she ex-
plained.  “I

feel we are

not as close because we
don’t have the same topics
to talk about. There is a dis-
tance between us.” Though
she misses her family and
doesn’t get to see them of-
ten, her parents, who own a
cosmetic company in China,
support her and want her to
pursue her own career path.
As a business major, Lam is
hoping to graduate in four
years (like all of us) and
would like to go into man-
agement.

Tough Curriculum for ESL

by Brandon Ruppert
The Albrightian

Ask any student on Al-
bright's campus about the
foreign language require-

ment and most students will
more than likely complain.
Whether you take one class

done with these classes, they
can “graduate” to being an
undergrad at Albright. Some
students can transfer credits
from other colleges they at-
tended in their native coun-
tries. The whole goal of the
class is to prepare the stu-
dents to be able to attend
classes spoken in
English and not
fall behind. Most
do continue their
education at Al-
bright, but it isn't
required.

While 1 was
in the classes, |
learned that they
were like my lan-
guage classes. The
students worked
together in small
groups. ESL pro-
fessor  Andrew
Doren said the

Photo provided by Meg Shaw students have to

or three, you must complete
this requirement to gradu-
ate. After | researched and
attended three English as a
Second Language classes, |
have determined that the
complaints students make
about Spanish, French or
German can’'t stack up to
what an ESL student could
complain about if he or she
desired.

The ESL students | had
the privilege to be around for
an English grammar class, an
American history class and
an American culture class
made me reconsider any
complaint | had about Span-
ish. And the funny part is,
they aren’t complaining.

When | took my lan-
guage class, I complained
every day. | complained
about being forced to take
a language | never spoke in
my life. I complained about
the homework, the work-
load, the classes and being
embarrassed in class by not
knowing how to pronounce
‘Mayo.” While observing the
ESL classes, | learned they
have it much harder than |
did in my language class.

Most other students on
campus are like me; they
know nothing about the ESL
program at Albright. They
don't realize that ESL stu-
dents have to take six classes
a semester and have 20 hours
of ESL classes a week. | had
to take one class a semester
of Spanish, which encom-
passed mostly language, but
also some culture, history,
food and some literature in
Spanish 201. The ESL pro-
gram has a class for each one
of these subjects. My lan-
guage was yve classes in one;
ESL is six classes at once.

Once the students are

sign a contract
that forbids them to speak in
their native language. This
contract sounds similar to
my Spanish professors trying
to outlaw speaking in English
during their classes.

“When | split them
into groups, | try and sepa-
rate them according to their
country,” said Doren. He
doesn’t want all the students
from South Korea working
together. He puts students
from Japan with students
from Vietnam or South Ko-
rea or Hong Kong so English
is their only means of com-
munication.

Unlike my Spanish class-
es, the students looked like
they were enjoying them-
selves. Some of the students
are friends and create a fun
class environment while
still learning. As long as the
students are speaking Eng-
lish and trying to improve,
the professors don’t seem to
mind. Heidi Faust, the cul-
ture professor, said she has a
different method for teach-
ing.

“They teach themselves,”
she said, while she helps
guide them. This allows for a
much more positive attitude
and atmosphere.

After witnessing these
students in their classes, |
found out that even though
they are from foreign coun-
tries and taking ESL classes,
they are just like normal stu-
dents. They are in a situation
they would rather not be in,
but they make do and enjoy
themselves. Soon, they will
graduate from their ESL pro-
gram and become full-time
students at Albright.

“These students know
grammar better than most
Americans,” said Doren.
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Pauls Gives a Glimpse of Life in Spain

by Meg Shaw
The Albrightian

A handful of our lan-
guage-savvy students made
a life-changing decision and
traveled to entirely differ-
ent continents at the begin-
ning of this semester. Junior
Nate Pauls has danced the
Flamenco for a class, trav-
eled from Cordoba to Seville
and was interviewed to tell
his tale of studying abroad
in Spain with the Center of
Cross-Cultural Study.

Classes at Albright have
been long and tough. What
are your classes like?

Classes are challeng-
ing, but fun. | have two
history classes, a grammar
and expression class, Cur-
rent Events of Spain once
a week, and | am taking a
folk dancing class [laughs].
The dancing class is a lot of
fun. I am learning to dance
the Flamenco, which is
the most popular dance in
Spain. | don’t think any of
my friends can picture me
dancing.

Classes sound like a
great mixture of challenge
and fun, but how is your
Spanish? Is it difficult to keep
up with the people there?

My Spanish is improv-
ing every day. | feel very

comfortable speaking the
language, but there still is a
lot to learn. Luckily, I still
have two months left to
practice.

It sounds like the people
are helping you out then.

The people here are
very friendly. If you make
the effort to talk in Span-
ish and engage in some ac-
tivities like dancing, then
they are very appreciative
and will love to hang out.
I haven’t danced with any
Spanish people vyet, but
plan on it soon! As friendly
as everyone is, everyone
here is so impatient with
every aspect of life here. |
couldn’t tell you how many
times | have seen people
run red lights here. It gets
extremely annoying, but
| deal with it. I'm a pretty
laid back person.

Well, it has to be com-
forting to know that the cul-
ture is accepting, but normal
nonetheless. What about
your host family? What do
you think of them?

My host family is sim-
ply amazing. My house-
mate is from North Jersey,
and we each have our own
rooms, which are probably
the same size as a single
there in Mohn or Court. My
“madre” is 64 years old, |

believe, and has one daugh-
ter living with her whois in
her twenties. She has other
family members who fre-
quently visitand have meals
with us. She is an amazing
cook! “Paella” and chicken
with rice are some popular
meals, but very good. My
“madre” makes fish at least
three times a week, which
is good, but it gets old af-
ter awhile because she has
made the same meal at least
five times already in the
past month. But, | don’t re-
ally worry too much about
it. I still try everything, and
I'm always hungry!

Wow! Your host mother
sounds wonderful, but how
about other kids your age?
Whatés your social life like
there?

Making friends has
never really been much of a
problem for me and I have
fallen into an American
group of friends here at the
center. They are so cool and
so much fun to be around
and we travel around a lot.
I kind of wish that | had
a group of Spanish friends
to hang out with. My host
sister hangs out with her
boyfriend a lot, so she re-
ally doesn’t invite us to go
out with them. But, | have
hung out with my madre’s

grandson and his friends
once before. He took my
housemate and | to play
pool one night and drink a
couple of beers. It was lots
of fun.

You sound like youdre
really doing well with peo-
ple over there, but how are
the places? Is it difficult to
travel around in Spain?

It is very simple to
travel around here. | have
been to Cordoba, Cadiz,
Barcelona, and 1 just got
back from Granada this past
weekend. | have plans to go
to Morocco, Africa during
the third week of April. It
is supposed to be an amaz-
ing trip: five nights, six
days; and one of the nights,
we will reside in the mid-
dle of the desert! Other
than this, I don’t have any
scheduled travel plans. For
my trips, we take the bus or
the plane because the train
is too expensive, which is
a little different from our
country.

Spain sounds beautiful,
and it seems that youéve had
ample opportunities for in-
credible experiences. What
has been your greatest expe-
rience?

Well, [sigh] I don’t re-
ally have one. There have
been so many and there

will be plenty more. But if
I had to choose, it would
simply be the experience of
engaging in the culture and
learning about it. To see the
daily life and norms of my
family and the surrounding
people is so much different
from what | am used to at
home. The clothes, time of
meals — the beer and wine
is delicious here. Cruzcam-
po is one of Spain’s national
beers and | definitely rec-
ommend it to anyone who
comes here! Aside from all
that, like | said, it is such
a different way of life here,
and it is so much fun to ex-
perience it. | am more than
delighted that | came.

Spain is just one of the
countless countries that
you could visit! Even if
you don’t speak another
language, there are places
like Australia or England.
There are also chances
that you could be accept-
ed into a summer or an
interim program. So, you
don’t even have to miss an
entire semester. For more
information about study-
ing abroad at Albright,
contact the career center
or see your advisor. It’s an
opportunity of a lifetime
and an experience you’'ll
never forget.

An International Student’s Take on Albright

by Andrew Eble
The Albrightian

When | yrst came to col-
lege, my heart was beating a
million times a minute. | didn’t
know what to expect when |
yrst arrived at Albright Col-
lege. I wanted to know who my
new friends would be and how
I would adapt to life without
my parents by my side help-
ing me out. As hard as that was
for me, and for other college-
bound students, imagine com-
ing to a different country for
the yrst time in your life and
not knowing the language.

For Euicheul “Charles”
Kim, a 24-year-old incoming
freshman to Albright Col-
lege and fresh out of the Ko-
rean military service, which
is mandatory in Korea, he had
to overcome many adversities.
Not only did Kim have to learn
to speak English, but he also
had to adapt to a new culture.
Now he ending his second se-
mester at Albright, and he says
everything is going just yne.

What made you pick Al-
bright College out of all the
colleges and universities in the
United States?

My guidance counselor
back in Korea told me about
this college. 1 did not know

much about this school, but he
told me that Albright College
was very diversiyed and had a
lot of Koreans that go here. He
also told me that Albright was
located on the countryside and
I needed a change from a city
environment.

What are you studying at
Albright?

| came to
Albright look-
ing to widen
my studies in
ylm. | am cur-

“Tome, I do
not really feel
that there is a
big difference

the personalities are also quite
similar between the United
States and Korea.

How are you handling the
language barrier?

When | got to the United
States, | could not speak any
English. We only learned ba-
sic grammar and vocabulary
in Korea, but when it came to
speaking English,
it was very hard
for me. | learned
to speak English at
Albright and also

rently  taking my friends helped
ylm courses at culturally me with my Eng-
Albright,  but between the lish.

I am looking  United States and What do you
to transfer to a 7 like the most about
ylm school and KO'Tea' Albright?

widen my stud- —Euicheul My  favorite
ies even more.  “Charles” Kim,  thing about Al-
Hopefully, one freshman bright is all the

day, | will be-
come a successful ylmmaker.

How are you handling the
change of cultures?

To me, | do not really
feel that there is a big differ-
ence culturally between the
United States and Korea. The
one thing that was different
was when | went out to eat at
a restaurant. A stranger came
up and talked to me but in Ko-
rea no one talks to you. | did
see that relationships and also

friends 1 have
made. Since there are many
international students at Al-
bright, it made it much easier
for me to make friends. | also
like playing basketball since
there was not many basketball
courts in Korea.

What do you dislike the
most about Albright?

I really do not like the
cafeteria food at all. | only eat
lunch in the cafeteria and |
make myself dinner. The food

at Albright is way too salty for
me.

Would you tell your friends
to come to Albright?

If they did not speak Eng-
lish, then I would tell them to
come to Albright College. Since
it is such a small college, you
can interact with many people
and also become friends with
the international students. At

a bigger college, it would be
harder to meet people and
become friends with people.
Although | do like a smaller
college  environment, Al-
bright does not have much in
the area, and | feel sometimes
like 1 am back in the Army. |
do not really go outside, and
when | do, it is to buy food or
go to class.

Please consider adoption
as an alternative:

A loving, professional married
couple with a caring
extended family seeks to adopt a baby.
All allowable medical and
legal expenses paid.

Please contact Cindy & Zak at
215-844-2554.

Call anytime/call collect if needed.
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Campus Calendar

G r e e k We e k 2 O O 7 Albright College Battle of the Bands
Thursday, April 26th, CCML

Scheduled to play:
Spark is a Diamond
Going Home
Sela

Monday, April 30 | o Bt
Speaker El’l Morring @ 7 pm Doors WI"Open,gtlt?ﬁg%t-rlge;r?g‘gnlli/FREE with a current
Campus Center Main Lounge

$3 without an Albright 1D (so bring your friends!). The
show will be held in
the Campus Center Main Lounge.

Thursday, April 26
Tuesday, May 1 Sofléngé!Z\%. Uprrslinus
Bingo @ 7 p.m. North Hall Field
Campus Center Main Lounge Saturday, April 28
Baseball vs. Juniata
12:0}(2p:nhdoub[l¢hlgader
Wednesday, May 2 FennerTe
Saturday, April 28
Greek Luncheon 12-1 p.m. Instrumenta? Egsg%blgsrgpring Concert

. . 3 p.m., Memorial Chapel
(Students with a 3.6 GPA or higher may attend) P Bhillies Game
Student Life
Campus Center South Lounge ) |
. Sunday, April 29
Airbands @ 7 p.m. Phillies vs.%lor?da Marlins
. 11am bus from Main Lot
Campus Center Main Lounge '$5 deposit
signup in CC
mtvU Campus Invasion Tour
Category: Student Life

Thursday, May 3
Greek God and Goddess @ 7 p.m. Penn’s Landing Philadelphia

Sunday, April 29

With Dashboard Confessional, Gym Class Heroes,
Augustana, Kidz in the Hall, Kenna

Campus Center Main Lounge -
Buses from Albright

$5.00 tickets
Friday, May 4 Friday-Sunday and Tr;\l/ljrsdgyéSaturday, April 27-29 and
Powder Puff Football Game @ 3 p.m. The Domino Plag%rs present The Mikado
) Directed by Jeffrey Lentz
All-campus Mixer 8 p.m. (2:30 p.m. Sunday), Wachovia Theatre
Club 1402 Monday, April 30
AKD Movie Night — Fog of War
7 p.m., CCSL
All members of the Albright community are encour- Wednesday, May 2, 2007
aged to attend Greek Week events. Nor?i?]"&eud

Saturday, May 5
Student Recital
3 p.m., Roop Hall

Tuesday, May 8
Hallelujah I'm free
Ticket Price: $3
8 p.m., Wachovia Theatre

Photo of the Week

Photo by Kristen Landis

Albright students stand outside of the registrar@ ofyce on April 16
after 1Q Web failed to work.
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Sudoku

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3 x 3
box contains the digits 1 through 9. You can’t change the digits
already provided in the grid. You have to work around them.

Every puzzle has just one correct solution.
Easy

Evilll

H O rOSCO p eS Compiled by Meghan Hurst

Aries (March 21 - April 19)

You appear to put a great deal into the early part of the week with errands, tolerance; especially of children,
parents, Leo, Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces personalities. An interesting request may come to some Rams and possibly
be from extended family, in-laws, siblings, Virgo, Libra, Taurus or Scorpio. Make a practical and realistic choice,
especially if a big-ticket item is involved. Take a deep and long look at and in to yourself before opening any dy-
namics issues, especially if money or ydelity is involved.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)

Romance does very well this week with hot new love connections for many Bulls that will include some
unusual matches for them like Gemini, Leo, Aries and Sagittarius that may prove to be a bit too challenging down
the road, and some more typical ones like Virgo, Capricorn, Cancer and other Bulls that may py all the way to
commitment/alter. Paired Bulls see big improvements in existing relationship status, upgrades and deeper ties. New
friends are also indicated, especially while attending celebrations and gatherings at parties, meetings and small
“quick gatherings.” Be sure to accept invitations at the last minute, as they carry huge potential.

Gemini (May 21 - June 20)

You may be able to get a real edge or inside track on something but you'll have to have your nose in the wind,
to the grindstone and on high alert. Be willing to burn the midnight oil. Work from afar is likely, as is ynding pow-
erful support for your goals that can come from almost anywhere. Money men are most willing to be cooperative
late in the month. Friends may either ask for your help in projects or lend a hand to you while you do some larger
ones, with building, yard work, home expansion and entertaining headlining the list.

Cancer (June 21 - July 22)

Lots of talking and some “special treatment” to pamper, reward or surprise some members may be called for.
Food, health issues and entertainment may dominate and making plans for parties, gatherings and small celebra-
tions may require a sit down with multiple members. Some of you may be having a very big week this week, espe-
cially if you have projects near the end. Appear informed and well dressed at meetings this week while being very
respectful of any visiting authority ygures, especially if they are Leo, Taurus, Scorpio, Sagittarius or Virgo. Address
practical needs, especially investing in your own career.

Leo (July 23 - August 22)

A busy weekend is likely and you could easily take center stage with several various moves or opportunities.
Invitations to lunch are good thing to accept while keeping a discerning eye out for future opportunity. Collect
business cards as you may not need them now, but will by the end of May, mid July and all of August. Some of you
may actually have deals that appear to link to later August into early October. New friends are likely, especially in
the career arena. Power lunches are a good idea and schmoozing is suggested frequently. Network connections in
to opportunity with one-hand-washes-the-other type deals create win-win situations for you.

Virgo (August 23 - September 22)

Inside info, connections to “power people,” help with big clients/bosses and improved networking is likely,
especially with Leo, Cancer, Aquarius and Pisces. Invitations to lunch should deynitely get the nod, and while you
are there, be professional and all ears. New friends are likely and old ones may resurface bringing with them both
love and/or personal and career connection “goodies,” like enhanced networking, connections to power-people
and inside info/favors. Invitations may be especially revealing and may be related to the summer events.

Libra (September 22 - October 22)

You are given to extravagance and almost over providing, or going farther than necessary. This also leaves
you very vulnerable to responding to requests made of you. If you have a history of rescuing or enabling other
members, take care to scale things within reason or sleep on it until time has given you a better perspective. Create
arelaxing and enjoyable gathering by blending friends with family. Make practical and realistic decisions fast. New
friends too are on the docket this week, with meetings being most likely near the last day or two of the month.
Co-workers, friends, Leo, Virgo, Libra and Cancer may be network providers for love.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)

Here we see very important strides as long as you remain calm in the face of challenges, play easy going, re-
spect authority and red tape procedure, be brave enough to approach power people for support/backing and make
meetings on time and return calls/e-mails quickly. Romance can do very well this week and snap with exciting
new energies. Many single Stingers will start new relationships that will be long lasting and/or lead to ultimate
commitment in time. Signs like Taurus, Capricorn, Leo, Aries, Libra and other Scorpios are likely to be involve if
you hit connections early on.

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)

Keep things moving smoothly for the rest of the month. Make sure you are on time both and that you do all
you promised, or donit make the promises in the yrst place. Return communications fast and be sure to keep any
ynancial records, receipts or details. You appear to do favors for a variety for friends this week, especially for Leo,
Cancer, Scorpio, Gemini, Virgo and Taurus. Money may be involved so it's your call if you want to put it on paper
or not. Just be sure to be clear about any “conditions” attached to the assistance.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 20)

You appear to serve and save well gain this week, especially for the elderly, children, Leo, Virgo, Sagittarius,
Aquarius and Pisces. Taurus members may have a few needs above and beyond the typical ones this week. Keep
your contributions reasonable and in keeping with their performance. You may have a great many unexpected
expenses crop up near the end of the month, so allow for it. Old friends gathering is likely this week and you are
sure to be included. Signs include Virgo, Taurus, Scorpio, Libra and Cancer. Fixing an issue for a pal near may be
centered around Leo, Cancer, other Caps, Aquarius or Pisces and could involve you helping them with parents or
parenting issues.

Aquarius (January 21 - February 18)

Your awareness is very sharp this week, especially to needs, whether they be emotional, material or physi-
cal for members like children, parents, Leo, Aries, Virgo, Gemini and Pisces. Cooperation may seem a bit harder
to come by but will improve quickly. Celebrations are likely as laying out big money is indicated. Care should be
taken to use awareness, especially to not speak out of turn or to violate protocol in any way. Showing respect for
authority will not only cover your backside, but get you far early next week. Answer all questions and appear
involved and informed the remainder of the month.

Pisces (February 19 - March 20)

A friend in peril is likely to come calling and money could possibly be part of the problem. It is going to be
up to you if you decide to contribute advice, support, soothing encouragement or actual cold, hard cash. Take the
history and behavior of the person into account and make sure you both understand all the expectations of repay-
ment. Your ESP is running on super high gear and respecting gut feelings to save, serve and guide members will
only save you grief, money and time down the road, especially if big events or gatherings are planned for that time
frame. Keep them healthy and on a budget until you get to the event. Very important. Make practical choices and
call in favors, rent, borrow or invent to save money.
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We will never forget you, Virginia Tech

by Meg Shaw
The Albrightian

Last Monday, over 30
students died in a student
“massacre” at Virginia Tech.
There have been countless
news reports and multiple
memorial services across the
country. According to MSN-
BC news, one mother said on
a message board, “This is an
extremely sad situation for
all, and it should be an eye-
opener for all that it is time
for our world to change.”

Less than two weeks
prior, John Donald “Don”
Imus Jr. referred to the Rut-
gers University women’s
basketball team on his MS-
NBC show as “nappy-headed
hoso and was yred from his
job for this gender and racial
slur. People said that Imus
had “opened Pandora’s box.”
Some also said that there
was a double standard in the
usage of some words in our
language. All things consid-
ered, the media plastered
this event all over the place
and the public responded
again by claiming that there
would be a change.

It took one student and
over 30 deaths to wipe out
Don Imus’ story complete-
ly. Both of these stories are
tragic. One is catastrophic

because of the fact that so
many young people were
killed by another young stu-
dent, who was just like any
one of us here at Albright.
The other is tragic, though,
not only because Imus used
such a foul and bigoted ex-
pression that probably had
Martin Luther King, Jr. roll-
ing over in his grave, but also
because of the fact that it was
forgotten so quickly.

I am deeply sorry for
those who were lost on April
16. | am sad that we live in
an era where history repeats
itself and where people feel
the need to slaughter others
to avenge their own pain. It
hurts me that we live in a day
and age where people still
feel the need to use terms to
degrade those from another
race.

But, 1 am not ynished.
It's shocking that people
across the country and per-
haps the world can mourn
the loss of more than 30
students, but the number of
deaths that have been tallied
in one day due to, let’s say,
the war in lIrag, are simply
ignored. Death is death, no
matter who it is or how you
look at it.

It's also terrible that
we, of all colors and races,
judge anyone outside of

our own ethnic group. The
double standard of certain
words that is permitted and
discrimination of others on
the part of every race, black,
white or purple polka-dotted
is sickening after the atroci-
ties that have happened in
our history, which we should
have learned from by now.

Yet, it took one day.
One day and the battle about
prejudicial words that we use
to describe and demean one
another’s existence as human
beings was not only lost, but
forgotten.

It's as if the entire coun-
try ynally marched into
combat against an issue that
really needs to be addressed,
and once they arrived on the
battleyeld, a bomb exploded
in the distance and everyone
ran away, forgetting every-
thing that had happened be-
fore the bomb.

Don’t misunderstand me.
I believe that it is remarkable
that we are able to unite after
such disastrous events such
as the shootings at Colum-
bine High School, Hurricane
Katrina, the terrorist attacks
of September 11 or the Kill-
ing spree that took place at
Virginia Tech. It makes me
proud on days after such cat-
astrophic occurrences, and it
allows me hope in proving

that we are all truly caring at
the core of our human selves
when | see how many people
reach out to those in need of
comfort and support.

Yet, it is pathetic that
we can create such an up-
roar about racial discrimina-
tion, which is an issue that
far succeeds Imus or even
the white versus black races,
and then we can so quickly
forget about it. It was fright-
ening that the issue had actu-
ally been put on the table so
quickly and so bluntly, but
it was such a necessary topic
that we all needed, and still
need, to discuss.

I am also saddened by
what happened at Virginia
Tech. Many Albright stu-
dents who've been asked
about it have been support-
ive, but many of us have said
that we don’t think that it
could happen here. We do
have a small, close-knit com-
munity here, but we are all
people. We have issues with
violence ,and we have issues
with discrimination (and I'm
talking, again, on behalf of
all races).

We need to be care-
ful. Pay attention in history
class. Listen to phrases such
as “there’s nothing new un-
der the sun” and “this, too,
shall pass.” Everything we've

seen on the news in the past
few weeks has happened be-
fore.

There have been great
massacres and there have
been small, unjustiyed Kkill-
ings. Either way, like | said,
death is death. Furthermore,
there have been so many is-
sues with discrimination and
the standards that permit us-
age of words from some races
and not others, but Imus was
following an example that
has existed since the creation
of man.

My hope is that people
will recognize that the “eye-
opener for all that it is time
for our world to change”
didn’t occur because of the
losses of the students at Vir-
ginia Tech. This “eye-opener”
has been in front of us for far
too long.

I don’t have an answer.
I don't know how to stop
everyone from calling each
other bad names or killing
one another. | just want peo-
ple to stop letting everything
slip from our minds so quick-
ly. Perhaps the best solution
is to mourn all deaths and
discuss such politically incor-
rect or inappropriate topics.

Then again, maybe we
should just brand the Septem-
ber 11 motto on ourselves:
“We will never forget.”




