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Projector System Stolen From 
Campus Center Classroom

While Albright may be in 
the midst of celebrating its his-
tory, the College is also looking 
to the future with the revision 
of its strategic plan. 

Albright College is a place 
where the past and future meet 
and combine to make some-
thing greater. The College is 
always changing to make prog-
ress towards the future, and 
draws from its past and present 
strengths to reach that newer, 
brighter future.

Albright’s latest change 
is the new focus on updating 
its strategic plan. Albright’s 
strategic plan is the long-term 
plan for the college’s issues and 
goals in the future. 

In changing the strategic 
plan, President Lex McMil-
lian has developed the Strategic 
Planning Committee to re-work 
the college’s long-term plans for 
a more focused drive on improv-
ing things at Albright. 

The Committee’s goal is to 
have an updated plan for the 
Board of Trustees by October 
2006, and remain as a com-
mittee afterwards to advise the 
President and Board of Trust-
ees in the future.

“There is much that is 
good in the current plan, and 
much that has already been ac-
complished, so this is a time to 
re-vision,” said President Mc-
Millian on Albright’s Web site 
(www.albright.edu/stratplan). 
“We must not just think we are 

on a path that has been laid out 
for us, but rather deliberately 
focus on our core strengths, 
make the most of them, and 
then let that guide how we use 
our resources.”

Albright is planning many 
new and exciting things in the 
near future. These include a 
new science building and a 
new fitness center, with devel-
opmental ideas for other need-
ed facilities and improvements 
on current facilities.

For the most part, students 
do not really seem to know a 
lot about the strategic planning 
in general. It’s not a very well-
known subject and does not 
lend itself to common knowl-
edge. Yet some students were 
aware of it.

Freshman Travis Givler 
approves of the situation. “I 
feel that it’s good for the col-
lege to move ahead,” Givler 
said. “It’s good to make prog-
ress. You’ve got to stay on the 
cutting edge.” 

Other students voiced 
similar approval, while some 
expressed an uncertainty about 
the situation. Freshman Sarah 
Ritacco felt that the progress 
the college is making is good. 
However, she was hesitant 
to the most recent change to 
come about - the new science 
building. 

“It would cut down the 
trees there, and make it kind of 
crowded,” Ritacco said. These 

Since the kick-off of the 
Sesquicentennial Celebration 
at Homecoming in October 
2005, the Sesquicentennial 
Committee has made a num-
ber of efforts to celebrate the 
momentous 150th anniversary 
of Albright and continues to 
formulate innovative ideas to 
commemorate this 
notable occasion in 
the College’s history. 

The Sesquicen-
tennial Committe, 
made up of a cross-
section of people on 
campus, including 
staff and faculty, is 
making a concen-
trated effort to cre-
ate events that will 
benefit and appeal 
to the student body, 
according to Barbara 
Marshall, director 
of college relations 
and Sesquicentennial 
Committee member. 

“It is our hope that stu-
dents will get involved in the 
celebration,” Marshall said. 
Events geared towards stu-
dents include the creation of a  
time capsule scheduled for Fall 
2006. “We’ll be taking student 
input on what to put in it and 
where to eventually bury it,” 
Marshall said.

The committee introduced 
the Albright Sesquicentennial 
Heritage Chain at the opening 
ceremonies as another means 

for students to get involved in 
the celebration of the College’s 
150th year. This idea was in-
spired by the symbolic weld-
ing of two sections of chain 
together by former Albright 
President Warren F. Teel dur-
ing a ceremony marking the 
merger of Albright College 
and Schuylkill College in 1929.  
Now students are invited to 
put their names on a link of the 

Heritage Chain. 
The chain has already col-

lected signatures at numer-
ous college events, including 
the Sesquicentennial Opening 
Ceremony, December 2005 
Commencement and the senior 
class information sessions. 

“Our goal is to carry the 
chain at all three Commence-
ment ceremonies and collect 
signatures until the end of the 

Sesquicentennial 
Celebration Continues

by Jordan Mauger
The Albrightian

by Lydia Steiner
The Albrightian

Albright’s Strategic 
Plan Gets a Makeover

A 3M model X55 computer 
projector was stolen from Cam-
pus Center classroom 1 some-
time after noon on Feb. 17 and 
before noon on Feb. 20. 

The metal mount securing 
the projector to the ceiling was 
damaged beyond repair, bring-
ing the overall damage total to 
nearly $2,000.

A faculty member report-
ed the projector missing on the 
night of Feb. 20.

According to Rosemary 
Deegan, director of the library 
at Albright, some sort of tool was 
used to cut the projector from the 
mount. The stolen equipment 
was property of the library.

There are currently no 
suspects or witnesses in-
volved in the case, according 
to Robert Gerken, director of 
the public safety department 

at Albright. The Reading 
authorities were contacted 
regarding the matter, but 
would not partake in the in-
vestigation because there is 
no exact information as to 
when the projec-
tor was stolen.

Gerken urges 
everyone on cam-
pus to stay alert 
and to report any-
thing that seems 
to be out of the 
ordinary in the 
area, even if they 
are not sure of its 
legitimacy. Three 
separate cases of 
car theft have 
been recently 
solved because of individuals 
reporting suspicious behavior 
to the department. 

As for the city of Read-
ing, Gerken hopes to show 
that Albright is very aware of 

what is going on within the 
campus and that criminals 
need to realize that it is not 
as easy as they thought to get 
away with criminal behavior 
at Albright College.

While it is 
difficult to say 
who might have 
carried out the 
theft, the location 
of the classroom in 
the campus center 
makes it accessible 
to a lot of people 
on campus. 

The room 
is scheduled for 
both classes and 
e x t r a - c u r r i c u -
lar activities and 

therefore is used by many 
people, according to Deegan.

“Whoever stole the equip-
ment came prepared with cut-
ting equipment,” Deegan said. 
“So my only presumption was 

that they may have been in the 
room before and knew how 
the equipment was mounted.”

Sally Stetler, director of 
student activities, is working 
to ensure that precautionary 
measures are taken.

“Basically, what we’ve 
done is we’ve developed a pro-
cedure to lock the room when 
it’s not in use,” Stetler said.

Campus center staff will 
now be responsible for lock-
ing and unlocking the door 
for previously scheduled 
class and group meetings, 
Stetler said.

As for future  security 
measures for overall protec-
tion at Albright, Gerken is 
looking to install surveillance 
cameras in any open or com-
mon area on campus. Right 
now his department is look-
ing for ways to fund such 
measures, as it can cost up to 
$2,500 for one camera.

Continued on pg. 3 Continued on pg. 3

by Jessica Bair
The Albrightian

“Whoever stole the 
equipment came 

prepared with cut-
ting equipment,” 

Deegan said. “So... 
they may have been 
in the room before 
and knew how the 

equipment was 
mounted.”

Ted Isselmann speaking as Jacob Albright at 
the Sesquicentennial opening ceremonies

Photo by Ryan McFadden
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News

Woman Killed in Auto-
mobile Accident Involv-
ing Albright Student 

A city woman died in 
Reading Hospital a short time 
after she was struck by a car in 
the 700 block of N. Fifth St., 
officials said.

Donna L. Scavo, 55, of 728 
N. Fifth St. was pronounced 
dead in the Reading Hospital 
emergency room Feb. 19 at 
12:02 a.m. 

Berks County Chief Depu-
ty Coroner Charles E. Sweitzer 
said Scavo died of a head inju-
ry. The death was an accident, 
Sweitzer said. 

Scavo is the ninth person 
to die this year as a result of ac-
cidents on Berks roads. 

Scavo tried to cross the 
street from a neighbor’s resi-
dence when she was hit by 
a southbound car driven by 
Tunesia Small, 21, Strouds-
burg, Monroe County, investi-
gators said. 

“She ran out into oncom-
ing traffic,” Sweitzer said. “She 

was wearing dark clothing.” 
Small, a senior at Albright 

College, was on her way to a 
school-sponsored event with 
two other students when the 
accident occurred, police said. 

Scavo had just returned 
from a nightclub and was go-
ing home after stopping at a 
neighbor’s house, police said. 
Reprinted from the Reading Eagle

First Ever World Base-
ball Classic Begins

With sixteen countries 
competing, the inaugural 
World Baseball Classic kicked 
off on Friday, March 3 with 
Korea defeating Chinese Tai-
pei 2-0. The tournament is 
structured in four separate 
pools with each pool holding 
four teams. The winning teams 
face one another until a cham-
pion is crowned. The United 
States team begins the tour-
nament on Tuesday, March 
7 where they will face team 
Mexico, followed by a match 
against Canada the following 
day, with a very unbalanced 

Since the resignation of  
David C. Stinebeck, Ph.D., 
in 2005, Albright College has 
been without a provost. 

The Provost Search Com-
mittee has been working to 
select the new provost and has 
narrowed the search down to 
three possible candidates. 

The behind-the-scenes 
function of Albright may not 
be a concern of most students, 
but the search for filling the 
vacant provost position is 
definitely a pivotal process in 
respect to Albright’s future. 
Perhaps some of the apathy has 
to do with the fact that many 
are not aware of what being a 
provost entails. 

Created in 2002, the in-
ception of provost was the 
result of an effort to expand 
the role of Albright’s Admin-
istration — especially the Vice 
President of Academic Affairs 
and the Dean of Students — in 
advocating for stronger aca-
demic programming. 

Dr. David C. Stinebeck 
was first in Albright’s history 
hired as provost, but was even-
tually placed into the position 
of acting president in light of 
President Henry A. Zimon’s 
resignation last year. 

Since then, no one has 
been formally hired for the 

position, but the Provost 
Search Committee is likely to 
announce their selection for 
the position soon. 

Three candidates in the 
running are Andrea C. Chap-
delaine, Ph.D., current acting 
Vice President for Academic 
Affairs at Albright College, 
William J. McKinney, Ph.D.,  
currently serving as the Dean 
of College Humanities at Slip-
pery Rock University, and 
Daniel N. Nelson, Ph.D., cur-
rently serving as Dean of Arts 
& Sciences at the University of 
New Haven.

A more detailed descrip-
tion of their credentials, avail-
able at the Gingrich Library, 
lists many other strong quali-
fications. 

A crucial decision of 
searching for a new provost, 
has evoked opinions from some 
of Albright’s faculty. 

“I have been teaching 
here as an adjunct instructor 
since 2000, and I have been 
pretty dismayed by what I 
have seen when it comes to 
‘who’s steering this boat,’” 
said English professor Marian 
Wolbers, Ph.D. 

Although she does not ap-
pear to be alone in her senti-
ment, we should all agree one 
thing — to hope that the com-
mittee chooses whoever will 
best serve the interests of the 
Albright Community.   

The Search to Find 
Albright’s New Provost 
Nears its End

match-up between the USA fa-
vorites and South Africa taking 
place on March 10. The WBC 
championship game will take 
place March 20 at 6 p.m. in San 
Diego, CA. 

More than Music 
Spreading through the 
Ears of WXAC DJs

Two disc jockeys at WXAC 
radio station have experienced 
ear infections in the past two 
weeks, when they unknow-
ingly shared the same set of 
headphones. The ear infections 
were reported by a community 
DJ and Albright student Dan 
William Mink. 

“It hurt a lot,” Mink stated, 
“I couldn’t hear for a week.”  
The source of the infection is 
believed to come from the co-
incidental use of a pair of head-
phones by the two men on 
separate occasions, according 
to station promotions direc-
tor Gill Cornwall. The two DJs 
have separate shows and time 
slots on the WXAC broadcast-
ing schedule. 

WXAC has a policy of 
signing out one pair of headsets 
per DJ. WXAC 91.3 FM is pres-
ently celebrating its 40th anni-
versary as Albright College’s 
radio station.

Iranian Nuclear 
Ambitions Illicit Warn-
ing from White House
Compiled from AP News Information

White House officials 
stood firm in their opposition 
to any nuclear development 
from Iran, spurred after Russia 
proposed allowances for Iran 
to make small quantities of 
nuclear fuel. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey V. Lavrov was in Wash-
ington on Tuesday to discuss a 
proposal to enrich uranium to 
fit Iran’s energy needs. Vice 
President Dick Cheney com-
mented on the situation dur-
ing a speech in Washington 
at the annual gathering of the 
nation’s top pro-Israel lobby-
ing group, the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee.  He 
discussed Iran’s continuing de-

fiance of the world with its nu-
clear ambitions and said that 
the United States was keeping 
“all options on the table.”

“The Iranian regime needs 
to know that if it stays on its 
present course, the interna-
tional community is prepared 
to impose meaningful conse-
quences,” Cheney said.

Baseball Mourns the  
Death of Kirby Puckett

Former Minnesota Twins 
player Kirby Puckett died in 
his Arizona home, Monday af-
ter suffering a massive stroke.

Puckett played in 10 All-
Star games and was one of the 
game’s best defensive center 
fielders. He won six Gold Glove 
awards during his career.

He also helped the Twins 
capture two World Series titles, 
in 1987 and 1991. Puckett was 
the American League’s Most 
Valuable Player in 1991.

Puckett was only 45 years 
old. His death comes as a shock 
to the baseball world. His pres-
ence will be missed. 
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year,” Marshall said. The Ses-
quicentennial Committee in-
tends for the chain to serve a 
similar symbolic role, a means 
of linking together all of those 
involved in the historic 150th 
celebration. 

The Sesquicentennial 
Committee is placing a partic-
ular focus on the Class of 2006 
as this class is “another link in 
the chain” of the history of 
Albright, Marshall said. The 
gift of a photo book— “Al-
bright at 150: A History in 
Photographs”— will be giv-
en to all seniors before they 
graduate. 

“Commencement is the 
heart of what we do  here,” 
Marshall said. “I think it’s go-
ing to be really special and 
from what I can tell, the se-
nior class seems to feel that 
being a part of the class of 
2006 is something special.”

Other upcoming celebra-
tory efforts include the con-
tinuation of monthly “Sesqui 
Stories” that pinpoint important 
moments in Albright’s history. 

New Sesquicentennial 

displays will be placed in the 
campus center and library, 
and the Sesquicentennial will 
be the theme of a number of 
events on campus, such as 
Alumni Reunion Weekend, 
the Sesquicentennial Ball and 
the Presidential Inauguration.

According to Marshall, 
President McMillan is sup-
portive of the Sesquicentennial 
theme at his inauguration and 
wants the College as a whole 
to reconnect with the history 
of the institution. “President 
McMillan believes it is a land-
mark occasion that warrants 
exposure,” Marshall said.

Marshall said she also be-
lieves it is important for stu-
dents to get involved in the 
Sesquicentennial Celebration 
in some capacity to create a 
connection with the history 
of the College. 

“We are not here in iso-
lation. We are the product of 
the work of a lot of people,” 
Marshall said. “It’s important 
for people to feel like they are 
a part of the history. It changes 
your sense of your education.”

ideas, and others as well, are 
all important when consider-
ing Albright’s future.

The Web site, www.al-
bright.edu/stratplan, contains 
information pertaining to the 
new strategic plan as well as a 
link to a survey. 

This survey asks ques-
tions like “What do you think 
is the central mission or pur-
pose of Albright College?” 
and, “What distinguishes 
Albright – that is, character-
istics, educational programs, 

brand, – among colleges and 
universities?” 

Everyone is encouraged 
to participate in this survey, 
from alumni and current 
students to Albright faculty, 
administration and staff, and 
even friends of the college. 

The results of this sur-
vey will be seriously studied 
by the Strategic Planning 
Committee to help find Al-
bright’s strengths and weak-
nesses to make a better plan 
for the College’s future. 

Strategic Plan (Cont. from pg. 1)

Sesquicentennial (Cont. from pg. 1)

A former president of 
Albright College who was ac-
cused of making misleading 
statements about his academic 
and publishing record is one of 
three finalists to lead a public 
college in West Virginia.

A search committee at 
Glenville State College select-
ed Henry A. Zimon, Ph.D., 
and two others from among 
70 applicants to become pres-
ident of the 1,350-student in-
stitution.

Zimon, a retired U.S. 
Army colonel, served as presi-
dent of Albright, in Reading, 
Pa., from July 1999 to Febru-
ary 2004, when he abruptly 
resigned, citing “personal and 
family issues,” as the college 
was about to embark on a 
capital campaign.

From the outset of Zi-

mon’s tenure at Albright, 
some faculty members had 
questioned the veracity of 
several claims on his résumé, 
including listing two books as 
forthcoming although neither 
manuscript had a publisher. 
He also said he was editing 
a compilation of essays with 
R. James Woolsey, a former 
director of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency. Mr. Wool-
sey told The Chronicle at the 
time that he did not know 
about the book. None of the 
books have been published.

In a public forum on the 
Glenville campus in February, 
Zimon denied that he had fal-
sified his credentials. “I have 
never even lied to Mom and 
Dad,” he said.

Allison Minton, a spokes-
woman for Glenville State, 

says the college only recently 
learned of the questions about 
Zimon’s background.

Since leaving Albright, 
Zimon, has shown an interest 
in returning to academe. Last 
year he was a finalist for two 
presidencies in California, at 
Bakersfield College and at Los 
Angeles City College.

Glenville State’s Board of 
Governors is expected to se-
lect a president by March 15 
to replace Robert N. Freeman, 
who is retiring. The other two 
finalists are Peter Barr, provost 
and chief academic officer at 
Coastal Carolina University, 
in Conway, S.C., and Willis 
Perry, a former member of 
Glenville State’s board.

Attention all students! It’s time to 
nominate your favorite professors! 

Former Albright President Involved in 
West Virginia College Controversy

Reprinted from the Chronicle 
of Higher Education

Adam Rapp, author of 
the controversial book “The 
Buffalo Tree,” will present a 
discussion of his book and 
the impact of censorship in 
schools on March 27, 2006, 
at 7:30 p.m. 

The event, which is free 
and open to the public, will 
be held in Memorial Chapel. 

Following the complaint 
of a 16-year-old student in 
the Muhlenberg School Dis-
trict in April 2005 on the con-
tent of “The Buffalo Tree,” a 
book assignment for class, the 
school board voted to have 
the book banned from the 
school’s curriculum. 

Rapp’s novel is set in a 
juvenile detention center and 
narrated by a 12-year-old boy 
incarcerated there. Its graph-
ic account of situations in the 
detention center spurred the 
heated debate between stu-
dents and teachers on the ap-
propriateness of such topics. 

Rapp will be joined by 
several panelists: Dr. Joseph 

Yarworth, former superin-
tendent of the Muhlenberg 
School District and Albright 
professor in education; Dr. 
Alberto Cacicedo, professor 
and chair of Albright’s Eng-
lish Department; Otto Voit, 
member of the Muhlenberg 
Board of School Directors; 
Michael Anthony, chair of 
Muhlenberg’s English De-
partment; and John Forester, 
featured columnist for the 
Reading Eagle. 

A question & answer ses-
sion and an opportunity to 
meet the author will follow 
the discussion. 

This event is presented 
by Albright’s Graduate Pro-
gram in Education. 

For more information or 
disabled assistance call Tif-
fany Siegel at 610-921-7856. 

Memorial Chapel is lo-
cated on the Albright Col-
lege campus at 13th & Union 
Streets, Reading. 

Author to Lead Discussion 
on Censorship of Books

Courtesy of the Office of 
College Relations Albright students are invited to submit nominations for Faculty Teaching Awards 

to be announced at Commencement in May.  These awards are given to faculty who 
exemplify teaching excellence.

An excellent teacher is one who has knowledge of the subject matter, engages 
and challenges students, uses creative and clear methods to present class material, sets 
demanding academic standards, motivates students to excel, and is fair. Further, an 
excellent teacher is one who enjoys teaching, respects and cares for students, provides 
positive feedback and encourages students to think for themselves.

Please take a few minutes to nominate a teacher who you feel is worthy of consid-
eration for this award.  Please submit his or her name and a brief explanation for why 
you believe he or she is deserving of the award. You may nominate more than one 
faculty member. Faculty members who have been nominated must submit materials 
that are reviewed by a faculty committee.  Possible recipients are then recommended 
to President McMillan who makes the final selection.

Nominations are due on March 17, 2006.  Please submit your nominations to Dr. 
Andrea Chapdelaine, acting vice president for academic affairs.
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Albright College has add-

ed its name to the growing list 
of NCAA programs across the 
country that has dropped or 
is on the verge of eliminating 
their wrestling programs. 

During the first week of 
January 2006, Albright’s head 
wrestling coach for seven years, 
Joe Reilly, recommended to 
Steve George, Ph.D., Albright’s 
Director of Athletics, that with 
just five healthy wrestlers left 
on the team it was time to sus-
pend the 2005-06 season. 

When the season was 
canceled in the middle of this 
year’s schedule, members of 
the team were disappointed 
to say the least. 

Senior Wade Ginter, who 
has compiled a 70-16 record 
and was on pace to accomplish 
100 wins in his final season, 
said, “When I heard about the 
season being canceled it was 
like being slammed by a truck, 
something that I have been 
doing for the last 16 years was 
over. My family couldn’t see 
me finish my career.”

Junior Erik Murphy, who 
still has two years of eligibil-
ity left to improve on his 28-9 

career record, said, “I’m still 
mad about this season. I want 
the athletic department to 
seriously consider giving the 
program a second chance, so I 
can have a chance to accom-
plish my career goals that I set 
before my freshmen season.”

Albright isn’t the only 
school to consider canceling 
wrestling from the athletic 
department. Division I and II 
universities like Syracuse, Slip-
pery Rock and Seton Hall have 
already dropped their wresting 
programs due to both money 
reasons and Title IX issues. 

Title IX is the 1972 leg-
islation that prohibits gender 
discrimination in public and 
private schools. Its presence 
has brought more equality in 
the athletic world, but at the 
same time participation in 
sports like wrestling, gymnas-
tics and track and field have 
all been on the decline, while 
ice hockey, lacrosse, and soc-
cer have been rising.

According to www.wo-
menssportsfoundation.org, 
wrestling peaked in all NCAA 
divisions in 1971-72 when 60 
percent of schools sponsored 
the sport. In 2000-01, 21 per-
cent of schools in all three of 
the divisions had wrestling a 

part of their athletics.  	
However, George said, 

“Title IX is mainly a problem at 
Division I schools, it has never 
been an issue at Albright.” 

If Title IX isn’t the issue at 
Albright, then the question is 
why is the wrestling program’s 
future in jeopardy?

 “If we can’t do it well then 
there’s no reason to partici-
pate,” said George. Allegations 
of the cancellation of other 
wrestling programs believed 
to be under the direction of 
George, as either athletic di-

rector or assistant director, 
could not be confirmed. 

In the 50-year history of 
the team, Albright has posted 
a 150-461-5 record.

Recruiting for Albright 
wrestling has been a problem 
for a number of years. The Col-
lege has only hired a part-time 
head coach, Reilly, and no as-
sistant coaches to help out with 
the hard work it takes to run a 
successful program. Without 
strong recruiting and the effort 
of a full-time coaching staff, Al-
bright wrestling is close to be-

coming just another number. 
Although wrestling at 

Albright has not been per-
manently canceled, its status 
is going to be looked at thor-
oughly over the rest of the 
spring semester by a board 
consisting of alumni, student-
athletes and members of the 
athletic department. 

George said, “We will 
look at trends across the coun-
try and decide what we can 
do to be more successful. But, 
there are going to be some 
tough decisions to be made.” 

After falling behind early 
in the contest, Albright College 
raced out to a sixteen point ad-
vantage at the half and coasted 
the remainder of the way as 
the Lions captured the 2006 
ECAC Division III Southern 
Men’s Basketball Champion-
ship with a convincing 92-72 
victory over Pitt-Greensburg. 

Albright’s Trevor Deeter 
was named as the weekend’s 
Most Valuable Player as he led 
the Lions with 24 points and 
10 rebounds in the title game.  
For the two games played at 
Keystone College on Friday 
and Saturday, Deeter netted 

37 points while pulling in an 
impressive 27 rebounds. 

Deeter’s 24  was a cham-
pionship game high as four Al-
bright players scored in double 
digits.  Tom Murphy netted 17 
points with six rebounds and 
three assists, while Taylor Steltz 
added 15 and Kyle Brudvig 13.  
Matt Kieselowsky dished out 
a game high 10 assists to pace 
Albright. 

Duke Cooper led the way for 
Pitt-Greensburg with 13 points 
while Rashad Davison added 11 
and Matt Rowland 10.  

Pitt-Greensburg jumped 
out early building a four point 

Wrestling Program Suspended Mid-Season
by Andrew Petrillo

The Albrightian

lead less than five minutes 
into the game.  With Albright 
trailing by three, Steltz con-
nected on one his two three-
pointers of the day to knot the 
score at 17 and was followed 
by Brudvig bucket to give the 
Lions their first lead.  The 
Bobcats regained what would 
turn out to be their final ad-
vantage with ten minutes to 
go in the first half when Matt 
Rowland hit two free throws 
for a 23-21 lead.  

A minute later Albert 
Medero hit his only two free 
throws of the contest to give 
Albright the lead for good.  

Men’s Basketball Captures ECAC Title
Courtesy of Albright Athletics
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by Nelson Baitzel
The Albrightian

The women’s softball 
team is ready to play and 
looking forward to another 
successful season. 

Last year the team fin-
ished with a 23-15 overall 
record and went 9-3 in the 
conference. Along with mak-
ing playoffs for the first time, 
they also played in the MAC 
championship game but fell 
second to Moravian. 

“That’s last year 
though,” head coach Angela 
Nunan said, “For this year it 
doesn’t matter how we did 
last year.”

With most of the team 
returning, including four 
all-conference players, 
Nunan has high hopes for 
the new season. “We look 
to better how we did last 
year,” she said. 

Nunan stated that while 
she realizes there are always 
“fundamental things to work 
on,” the main priority this 
year is for the team to gain ex-
perience, something that was 
difficult last year because the 
team was comprised of mostly 
underclassmen. She feels this 
experience can be gained by 
striving to win the conference 
championships as well as the 
regional tournament.

Another important goal 
Nunan has set for this year is 
beating long time rival Mora-

vian College. Albright has 
played the college eight times 
in the past three years and 
has yet to come out on top. 
Two years ago Moravian was 
national runner up, so while 
Nunan realizes Albright has 
their work cut out for them 
she still remains confident 
and very optimistic. 

“I’m just really excited 
about the season and I know 
we have all the talent,” she 
said, “Hard work and hustle is 
our motto.”

The softball team 
kicked off their spring sea-
son March 3 at a tourna-
ment in Virginia Beach. 

The team will be train-
ing in Fort Meyers over 
spring break and playing 40 
games until the season ends 
in late April.	  

Women’s Softball Prepares 
for Spring

by Meg Hurst
The Albrightian

After losing three of their 
six starters from last year, most 
people would probably expect 
Albright’s men’s tennis team 
to be a little nervous about the 
start of a new season. But ask 
any of the guys on the team 
and you might be surprised by 
their excitement. 

As their season is set to 
begin on March 8, the tennis 
team anxiously prepares for a 
fresh start. Coming off a dis-
appointing season, the team 
is confident that spring 2006 
will bring better luck than 
last year. After starting the 
2005 season with six straight 
losses and having little suc-
cess in the playoffs, the Lions 
have been working over the 
off-season to improve their 
game and solidify the line up.

Returning for his final 
season, senior captain Jeremy 
Speicher believes this season’s 
team is more prepared to play 
than they have been in previous 
years. With the team practic-
ing at local indoor courts three 
times a week and conditioning 
twice a week in the multipur-
pose room on the third floor of 
the Bollman Center, Speicher 
said he sees improvement in all 
of the players. 

Despite losing three 
starters, Speicher believes 
the team is better than ever. 
“We’re a stronger team than 

we were last year. We’re 
definitely more prepared for 
this season,” he said. Speich-
er, the reigning Common-
wealth Conference Player 
of the Year and team MVP, 
plays number one singles for 
Albright and finished last 
season with a 12-6 record, 
making it to semi-finals of 
the Commonwealth playoffs. 
Speicher has taken control of 
the team by leading practices 
and setting up conditioning 
drills. The team began orga-
nized practices at the start of 
the semester.

“Practicing way before 
the season started really 
helped. We’re ready to play,” 
said senior Jeff Sussmann, re-
turning for his fourth and fi-
nal year with the team.

In the hopes of replac-
ing departed starters, the 
team has shown confidence 
in two freshmen, Yoshihiro 
Otsuka and Majid Ghodousi, 
by making them the number 
two and three singles players. 
Ghodousi, from Karaj, Iran, 
was nationally ranked in Iran 
before coming to America 
to take classes at Albright. 
“They’re really good. They 
should really help our team,” 
said Speicher.

Along with Speicher and 
Sussmann returning start-
ers include sophomore Dave 
Scherler and senior Nick Lo-
ris. Scherler will start at num-
ber four singles and Loris, also 

a member of Albright’s soccer 
team, is entering only his sec-
ond season with the tennis 
team and is expected to play 
number five singles. Suss-
mann finishes out the line up 
at number six singles.

The team believes they 
have a strong line up and are 
excited about the new sea-
son. “I think we have a re-
ally good shot at winning the 
conference. At the very least, 
we’re going to be one of the 
top few teams. We’re the best 
we’ve been in a while,” said 
Speicher.

“We have a solid six guys 
this year, unlike last year. 
We’re definitely going to im-
prove on last year’s record,” 
said Sussmann.

Dale “Doc” Yoder will 
enter his 34th year as head 
coach despite officially retir-
ing at the end of last season. 
The celebrated coach agreed 
to help out the team until 
they are able to find a replace-
ment. Brian Gall was hired in 
October to coach the team, 
but quit in December after 
being unable to find a teach-
ing job in the area. The team 
is thrilled to have Yoder back 
and appreciates his decision 
to stay with the team.

“I’m really excited to 
have Doc back for another 
year. He’s one of the reasons 
that I came to Albright. It’s 
great that he’s here for my 
last season,” said Sussmann.

So I took part in history a 
couple of weeks ago. Oh yeah, 
I know that’s some pretty ex-
citing stuff. What history did 
I help make? I was part of the 
first ever Reading Express 
arena football league. 

Right, that’s arena foot-
ball. Reading is part of the 
American Indoor Football 
League, or AIFL. This isn’t 
to be confused with the AFL, 
which has Bon Jovi and John 
Elway. The AIFL is a slightly 
smaller version of that, with 
teams in Erie, Canton, Steu-
benville, and of course Read-
ing. What’s so great about 
the Reading Express and 

arena football? Not 
a whole lot, but 
making the trip will 
at least give you a 
good story. It’s one 
of those situations 
where it’s so bad, 
it’s almost good. If 
that doesn’t sound 
convincing, then 
listen to my experi-

ence and then decide.
First off, there were some 

things that went on that real-
ly showed you that Reading is 
new at this whole AIFL busi-
ness. When the players were 
introduced, the announcer 
mistakenly called the team 
the “Reading Freeze’ (Read-
ing was playing the Erie 
Freeze that day). Luckily the 
Reading fans are not as fa-
natic as some other cities, or 
it would have been a historic 
first riot for the Reading Ex-
press. After that the teams 
got on the field and the game 
began with Reading kicking 
off to Erie. The only mistake 
there was that the Reading 
kicker kicked the ball right 

into the overhead scoreboard. 
Somehow, the Reading kicker 
did this not once, but twice 
before learning his lesson.

Another fun part of being 
at a Reading Express game is 
that you are very close to the 
field almost all the time. This 
is great in general because 
any football that goes into the 
stands is fair game, like base-
ball (unfortunately, unlike 
baseball there were only 30 
footballs for the entire game 
so fans had to start throwing 
them back in exchange for 
vouchers). 

Even if you don’t get a 
football, there’s always the 
chance to heckle the opposing 
team. The group I was with 
was easily able to do this by 
just moving down to the front 
row. We spent the entire first 
half talking with both teams 
any time they were down in 
our end. This was pretty in-
teresting, as one player asked 
us to get him a beer. Later, a 
Reading player asked a little 
kid to pick someone out for 
him to hit (unfortunately, the 
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just about every time he was 
on the field). 

So if all this still doesn’t 
sound so great, hold on a sec-
ond. The strangest part of the 
whole game was Reading’s 
wandering stadium DJ who 
would shout out random 
things any time a play was 
dead. Wearing a Reading jer-
sey with “Stumhofer” on the 
back, he would move from 
section to section trying to get 
the fans motivated. At times, 
he would offer free fish sand-
wiches from McDonald’s if 
Reading managed to score. The 
most memorable part of his 
night was the time he cheered 
that an extra point was good 
(with his back to the game). 
The kick was wide left.

So did I have fun at my 
first Reading Express game? 
Sure. I was part of the first 
wave in Reading Express his-
tory, I saw the first touch-
down in Reading Express 
history, and I was part of the 
first group of people to be 
asked to return to their seats 

before security was called. 
It is true that the game itself 
left a lot to be desired, but 
you can’t expect much from 
a sport that isn’t far from the 
XFL. I haven’t even gotten 
to mention the Smokin’ Hot 
Steam Team (their cheerlead-
ers) or the many times the 
camera would shakily film 
empty seats. Hopefully telling 
you this will maybe inspire 
you to check out one of their 
games, if only for the stories 
you can tell.

I’ll end with this story, 
which really shows you what 
a Reading Express game has 
to offer. After the Reading 
kicker hit the scoreboard for 
the second time in two tries, 
the Erie coach (coaches are 
on the field with the players) 
turned to me and said, “I’m go-
ing to f*****g kill that **********,” 
laughed, and walked off the 
field. Only in the AIFL.

Nelson Baitzel is a sports 
columnist for the Albrightian. 
He is also planning to try out 
for the left tackle position for 
Reading next season.

Free Footballs and Fish Sandwiches? 
Must Be Arena Football

by Renée Blessington  
The Albrightian

Men’s Tennis Team Looks to Turn Record 
Around This Season

Senior Meredith Hippert
Courtesy of Albright Athletics
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March 11, Saturday – 7:30 p.m.
Memorial Chapel
Choral Concert 

March 12, Sunday – 3:00 p.m.
Wachovia Theatre

Instrumental Concert 

March 13, 14 & 15, Monday – Wednesday – Times TBA*
Wachovia Theatre

Green and Growing

March 16, Thursday – 7:00 p.m.*. 
CCSL

Women’s History Month

March 17, Friday – 8:00 p.m.*
Wachovia Theatre

The nexus project IV - Jeffrey Lentz Tenor

March 27, Monday – 3:00 p.m.
Baseball Field 

Albright Baseball vs. Messiah 

March 28, Tuesday 1:00 p.m. 
Tennis Courts 

Albright Tennis vs. Lebanon Valley 

March 28, Tuesday- 7:30 p.m. 
Klein Lecture Hall 

25th Black Maria Film & Video Festival 

April 1, Saturday – 1:00 p.m.
Softball Field in front of North Hall

Albright Lady Lions vs. Messiah 

April 5, Wednesday – All day
Gingrich Library

1st Annual Edible Book Festival 

*Experience Event

Campus Calendar

Have you ever thought it 
would be possible for some-
one to go on a 14-day bicycle 
ride across the state of Flori-
da? Well if the answer is no, 
one should consider meeting 
Charles Kolb. 

Kolb is currently a junior 
at Albright majoring in Busi-
ness Administration/Market-
ing and Communications. 

Among the many other 
areas in which he serves, he 
is the dedicated secretary of 
the Albright chapter of the Pi 
Kappa Phi fraternity.

As a part of his dedica-
tion to his fraternity, Kolb 
has decided to help raise 
money for the fraternity’s 
philanthropy, Push Ameri-
ca. This organization seeks 
to help those with disabili-
ties with four core values in 
mind: abilities, teamwork, 
integrity and empathy. The 
Albright chapter of Pi Kap-
pa Phi raised over $6,000 
for Push America last year, 
marking it as the 8th highest 
contributor in the nation out 
of over 125 chapters. 

Although there are sev-
eral events held to help raise 
money for Push America, 
including the 2nd Miss Push 
America Pageant. Kolb chose 
to personally participate in 
the program known as Gear 
Up Florida.

Gear Up Florida is an 
800 mile cycling event be-
ginning in Miami, Florida 
and ending in Tallahassee, 
Florida. Every day, volun-
teers for this fund raiser will 
ride their bikes for seventy 
miles from 6 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
In the afternoon, partici-
pants dedicate part of their 
time in service to children 
around the state of Florida 
with disabilities. Although 
Kolb is fairly new to bik-

ing, he is very excited to be 
able to gain a greater under-
standing of children with 
disabilities. 

“I am excited to have the 
opportunity to be part of such 
an amazing event and I look 
forward to not only raising 
money but also raising aware-
ness through my participa-
tion,” said Kolb.

Kolb has been selling blue 
Push America wristbands a la 
Lance Armstrong with the 
hopes of reaching his $2,000 
fund raising plateau. Kolb 
forwarded the money out of 
his own pocket to purchase 
the wristbands in bulk.  The 
wristbands are on sale every 
day in the Campus Center. 

Additionally, Kolb is 
pairing up with the Reading 
Phillies minor league base-
ball team to sell tickets for 
the opening game of their 
2006 season.  

Kolb said that 40 percent 
of the ticket sales will go to-
wards Push America, with 
reserved section tickets be-
ing sold at $7 each. The game 
will take place on April 13 at 
7:05 p.m. 

For more information 
about Push America, visit the 
Web site at:

www.pushamerica.org

$$EASY$$
MONEY

I will pay 
$40 for your 
phone book!

Call Lee Ramsey 
toll free 

1-866-577-7237

Albright Junior Gears Up 
for Cycling Fund raiser

Congressman Jim Ger-
lach discussed a variety of 
political issues to a sizeable 
crowd in Albright College’s 
South Lounge on Feb. 22. 

Students, faculty and 
community members listened 
to Gerlach speak on business, 
homeland security and other 
items for nearly an hour. Ger-
lach represents the 6th district 
of Pennsylvania, consisting of 
parts in Berks, Montgomery, 
Chester and Lehigh counties, 
in the United States House of 
Representatives. 

Gerlach’s first start in poli-
tics took place when he won a 
spot in the Pennsylvania House 
of Representatives in 1990, after 
serving at a law firm in Down-
ington, PA. He has served in 
the U.S. House since 2002 and 
is traveling the district in search 
of a third term re-election. 

A stop at Albright was 
appropriate regarding his 
proactive campaign strategy 
this time around. This area 
of Pennsylvania is considered 
to be growing in Democratic 
tendency, and elections have 
been closely contested in re-
cent years. During the 2004 

election, Gerlach received 51 
percent of the vote out of the 
6th district against Democrat 
Lois Murphy’s 49 percent. 

During his speech, Ger-
lach touched topic to topic 
with brevity and overview. 
He focused on a few national 
issues, such as homeland/bor-
der security, welfare, lobbying 
ethics and illegal immigration, 
before moving to business. 

“We’ve been trying to in-
centivize businesses by keep-
ing down the three policy 
problems: taxation, regula-
tion and litigation,” Gerlach 
stated, “The focus has been 
on bankruptcy reform and 
the high cost of medical mal-
practice, which has yet to be 
taken up in Senate.” 

As for political lobbying, 
Gerlach remarked, “Lobbying 
is no more than your constitu-
tional right to get your opinion 
to your legislators, whether it 
be individually or not.” 

Gerlach received $30,000 
from former Senate Majority 
Leader Tom DeLay’s political 
action group, Americans for a 
Republican Majority, and has 
been questioned by opposition 
leaders and competitors to re-
turn or donate the money to 
charity. Gerlach stated that he 

will return the money if DeLay 
is convicted of any wrongdo-
ing. Gerlach explained further 
that the relationship between 
politician and lobbyist “ought 
to be more transparent.” 

Gerlach then discussed 
campaign financing, specifi-
cally 527 Group Reform. The 
527’s are political groups that 
support specific campaigns 
through advertisements while 
creating a falsified name, story 
or connection in order to il-
licit donation from voters. 

Gerlach denounced this 
funding, mentioning MoveOn.
org as one of the most notable 
groups. MoveOn.org selected 
only four congressional candi-
dates across the nation to en-
dorse and highlight during the 
2004 campaign, with one be-
ing Gerlach’s closest competi-
tor, attorney Lois Murphy. 

During the question and 
answer session, Gerlach re-
sponded to concerns over so-
cial security. “There has not 
been any progress on privatiz-
ing or stabilizing social security 
reform. There simply is not 
enough consensus in the Senate 
to take up discussion on social 
security reform,” commented 
Gerlach, “Partly because the 
American people don’t have a 

consensus either.” 
Gerlach’s detraction from 

the Bush backed social secu-
rity reform is not surprising 
considering some of his votes 
on other issues. He was one 
of only a few Republicans to 
not support the Federal Mar-
riage Amendment and voted 
against Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge drilling. 

Regarding the recent 
federal interest in energy-
efficient fuels, Gerlach ex-
pressed a positive outlook for 
its implementation. 

“We must promote the 
issue of fuel-efficient and 
flex-fuel transportation much 
like John F. Kennedy pro-
moted getting to the moon 
by the end of the decade.” 
When questioned how the 
American automobile indus-
try will fair regarding the is-
sue, Gerlach stated that the 
Ford Automobile Company 
will produce 250,000 flex-fuel 
cars this year. 

“If our car manufacturers 
in America don’t get smart,” 
said Gerlach, “they will lose 
consumers to Koreans, the Chi-
nese or companies like Fiat.”

Political scientist and eco-
nomics co-concentrator Abdul 
Khawam ‘07, asked Gerlach to 

comment on the recent elec-
tion results in Palestine which 
gave Hamas, an Islamist orga-
nization that has used suicide 
bombings and terrorism as 
a means to further its goal of 
creating an Islamic Republic 
of Palestine in Israeli area, ma-
jority control in the Palestin-
ian government. 

“The burden is on Hamas 
leaders to no longer support 
terrorists and recognize the 
right of Israel to exist,” re-
sponded Gerlach, “Until that 
occurs, they will not get one 
dime of American money.” 

The subject of education 
and student financial aid ap-
propriately was discussed. 
Although federal Pell grants 
have risen, Gerlach marked 
the ineffectiveness of such 
government assistance. 

“The Pell grant gives an 
average of $4,050 to students 
in need, but that number is 
not keeping pace with the ris-
ing cost of tuition.”

Gerlach was introduced 
and thanked by President Lex 
O. McMillan, III and stayed 
after the conclusion of the 
speech to talk with inquiring 
students and faculty. 

The congressional election 
will take place in November. 

by Kory Turner
The Albrightian

by Andrew Holets
The Albrightian

Congressman Gerlach Makes Early 
Campaign Stop at Albright
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The connection between 
politics and consumerism was 
the topic of a lecture by Jason 
Read, Ph.D., on Feb. 23. 

In the last century, 
America has been seen as a 
consumer culture. 

After the attacks of 9/11, 
President George W. Bush 
told the country to unite, 
consume and fly. As we en-
ter a new century, some have 
examined the distinction be-
tween consumers and poli-
tics and the ethics of both. 
What does one provide for 
the other? 

Jason Read, a professor 
of philosophy who taught 
at University of Southern 

Maine, gave a lecture on how 
politics intersects with con-
sumerism. 

The lecture started with a 
history of the division between 
rich and poor in the world. 

The Greek philosopher 
Aristotle noticed the gap 
between the classes of the 
wealthy and impoverished, 
saying that there needed to 
be a middle class. As civiliza-
tions moved on, governments 
offered both the rich and the 
poor the ability to be a part 
of the economic process. The 
government also has the abil-
ity to distribute both wealth 
and rights by offering a free-
market, according to Read. 
With this freedom comes 
choice of user goods. 

Read continued the lec-

ture by pointing out how 
people have become more 
separated based on perspec-
tives of their needs. Rights that 
come to people are based not 
upon unity but on separation. 
As commodities appear, they 
gain a higher cost that creates 
a need for a work force. But, 
the work force then becomes 
more a part of the consumers 
as goods replace needs. Part 
of Read’s speech voiced the 
growth of Neo-Liberalism, 
which moved the worker out 
of politics and made the con-
sumer a concrete idea.

This lecture was one of 
the first in planned philoso-
phy forums that dealt with 
societal problems and exam-
ined them through philoso-
phers views.

by Elliott Wallace
The Albrightian

On Feb. 15, the Acceler-
ated Degree Programs (ADP) 
at Albright College officially 
initiated an alumni chapter 
for graduates of their Accel-
erated Degree Completion 
Program.

“We are very excited to 
finally have a formal alumni 
chapter representing the DCP 
alumni,” said Former Interim 
Director of Alumni Relations 
John Diamond. “And it is nice 
that it happened during our 
sesquicentennial year.”

Cindy Werner, DCP 
graduate of 2005 and secre-
tary for ADP, serves as sec-
retary for the chapter and 
Carol Pockrus, DCP gradu-
ate of 2004, was appointed 
representative to Albright’s 
Alumni Association National 
Board, the governing body 
of Albright’s 16,000 alumni. 
Pockrus will attend her first 
of the semi-annual meetings 
on March 11.

The chapter members 
have expressed that they 
are looking at the chapter 
not just as a way to plan ac-
tivities, but as a way to give 
back to the college through 
service and giving, according 
to Werner.

“We’re discussing cre-
ating an ambassadorship to 
help build knowledge about 
DCP,” Werner said. “We 
would possibly have repre-
sentatives that go out into 
the community to talk about 
DCP, what it’s done for us 
and what it can do for other 
people who want to finish 
their education.”

The alumni chapter will 
be open to all DCP graduates. 
There are currently 16 mem-

bers who will work to recruit 
more students.

 “Our main goal at this 
point is to bring in more 
graduates to the chapter,” 
Werner said. “Part of the 
problem is that once they be-
come alumni, because they 
are adult students from the 
evening program, they don’t 
get a lot of information. 
There’s probably a great deal 
who do not even know we’ve 
formed the chapter.”

The first big event for 
DCP’s alumni chapter will 
take place over the same 
weekend as the celebration 
of the formal inauguration of 
the college’s 14th president, 
which will take place May 5- 
7. This will be the first for-
mal reunion event for DCP, 
according to ADP Co-Direc-
tor Elisabeth Woodward. 

ADP is an accelerated 
education program for adults 
that consists of an Acceler-
ated Degree Start Program, 
which concentrates on gen-
eral studies requirements, 
and an Accelerated Degree 
Completion Program, which 
offers concentrations in five 
areas: accounting, business 
administration, applied psy-
chology, information systems 
and crime and justice. Both 
programs are designed for 
the working adult of at least 
23 years of age. In addition 
to the Reading campus, the 
program has eight extension 
classroom sites throughout 
the region.

DCP’s first graduating 
class was in 1999. Up until 
now, the program was work-
ing on growing its alumni 
base, which is now at 850 
graduates, according to 
Woodward.

The majority of DCP stu-

dents attend courses in the 
evening, hold full-time jobs 
and have families, Woodward 
said. Because of this they are 
not able to participate in stu-
dent and campus activities 
and are less connected to the 
campus community. 

“For our students attend-
ing our extension classrooms, 
often times the first time they 
see Albright’s campus is at 
their graduation dinner and 
commencement ceremony,” 
Woodward said. “We felt 
that the next logical step was 
to form an alumni chapter 
both for them to use as a net-

working tool for one another 
and to get them involved in 
the college.”

Albright began this en-
deavor by surveying DCP 
students and graduates in 
August 2005 to see if there 
was any interest in begin-
ning a chapter. Over 150 re-
sponses confirmed that the 
graduates were interested in 
forming a network for the 
DCP students.

ADP approached Dia-
mond in fall 2005 about form-
ing the chapter. According 
to Diamond, creating their 
own chapter was the fastest 

way for DCP to have repre-
sentation on the Board, since 
every chapter is allowed one 
representative.

“In the past when DCP 
alumni have run for of-
fice they have not received 
enough votes to win,” Dia-
mond said. “They were 
very talented individuals, 
but they were not as well-
known as traditional stu-
dents who spent four years 
living on campus, attending 
day classes.”

The Board approved the 
motion to allow DCP alumni 
to form a chapter in January.

DCP Graduates Initiate Alumni Chapter

Photo of the Week

by Jessica Bair
The Albrightian
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A duck, most likely named Quackers, takes a swim by the Washington Monument.

Philosophy Forum Attacks the Topic of 
Consumerism and Politics

Got Photos?
You can now submit your photos to the Albrightian for publication in our photo of  the week feature. 

You can submit your entries by e-mailing them to albrightian@alb.edu as an attachment. 
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Showcasing one of the 
most prominent artists ever 
to come out of the Reading 
area, the Reading Public Mu-
seum opened Keith Haring’s 
“Journey of the Radiant Baby” 
exhibit on Feb. 18. 

Open to the public un-
til Aug. 6, the exhibit is 
separated by themes and 
fraught with Haring’s sty-
listic, cartoon-like images. 
Classic rock songs of the B-
52’s and the Talking Heads 

pair with Haring’s po-
litical, religious, and 
child-centered mediums 
of cardboard, screen 
prints, spray paint and 
crashed car hoods.  

Crowds from Berks 
County to New York 
City have come to view 
Haring’s works that 
have taken almost three 
years to become avail-
able. Donated by the 
Keith Haring Estate & 
Foundation, as well as 
his family, other mu-
seums, private owners 
and stores—paintings, 
prints, drawings, and 
sculptures fill most of 
the museum’s second 
floor walls and floor. 

More than one 
hundred of Haring’s 
works are on display, 
including pieces with 
his famous babies, dogs, 
and pregnant women. 
Vibrant, neon colors 
suffuse the floor’s space 
as well as thick, black, 
dripping outlines of his 

characteristic forms. Large 
murals cover entire walls in 
some areas, including one 
created by Chicago school 
students (with Haring’s assis-
tance) in 1989. 

“Andy Mouse,” drawn 
by Haring in 1985 and 1986, 
is displayed and combines 
Mickey Mouse’s classic ap-
pearance with that of his 
close friend, Andy Warhol. 
Spilling into another one 
of the museum’s exhibit’s is 
“The Story of Red and Blue,”a 
series of six panels with four 
scenes on each panel. 

Each setting is com-
posed of crude, blue and red 
marks of color with Haring’s 
cartoonist limbs and details 
added. Scenes of Humpty 
Dumpty, animals, and hu-
man-like figures are among 
the featured works.

Haring, who first pre-
miered in 1978 at the Read-
ing Public Museum, was a 
mere high school student 
showcasing drawings of 
Berks County for a local com-
petition. Then and now, the 
message in his work remains 
the same: to create art that 
people can see, understand 
and feel connected with by 
Haring’s unrestrained joy—
the joy to share his art with 
the world. 

From Channel 69 News 
to the Philadelphia Inquirer, 
no one can stop talking about 
Keith Haring’s “controver-
sial” “Journey of the Radiant 
Baby” exhibit. 

Prior to its Feb. 18 open-
ing, complaints from Berks 
County Public Officials, 
Reading School Board mem-
bers and Berks County com-
missioners began to surface. 
Keith Stamm, a Reading 
School Board member, was 
concerned that the exhib-
it’s “sexual” subject mat-
ter would negatively affect 
young children. 

During the Feb. 17 edi-
tion of Channel 69 News, 
Stamm was quoted saying, 
“We wanted to bring atten-
tion to it so people were aware 
and they wouldn’t walk into 
that and be blind-sided with 
their young children.” Muse-
um publicity coordinator Mi-
chael D. Anderson welcomed 
the controversy. “We are get-
ting into discussion right here 
in Berks County about what is 
obscene. It’s generated inter-
est, which is great,” he said. 

Philadelphia Inquirer 
journalist Edward J. Sozanski 
felt that the show was “as pure 
as Ivory soap.” A small section 
of the exhibit, prompted with 
a sign saying, “Some visitors 
may consider artwork in this 
section unsuitable for chil-
dren,” only contained two 

questionable works. 
Part of Haring’s “Apoca-

lypse” series, the pieces de-
picted satanic symbols, beasts, 
and collapsing cities paired 
with 1950’s pop-culture 
mothers and infants. The sec-
tion’s other images revealed 

Chalked on New York 
City Subway walls since his 

college years, Keith Haring 
has continuously included 

Keith Haring Exhibit Comes to Reading

by Rachael Schwartz
The Albrightian Born in 1958 in Read-

ing, PA and raised in nearby 
Kutztown, Keith Haring was 
known by school mates as 
the “art guy” who doodled 
on homework and revered 
Dr. Seuss and Walt Disney.  

After high 
school gradu-
ation, Haring 
moved on to New 
York City’s Visu-
al School of Arts 
where he began 
his career making 
chalk drawings 
in NYC subways. 
He was known 
as a graffiti art-
ist for his comic-
book images, and 
he soon became 
popular in the 
East Village’s 
hip hop and club 
scenes. Eventu-
ally attracting 
the famed Andy 
Warhol and 
Francesco Clemente, Haring 
became popular and well-re-
spected in the art world. 

In April of 1986, Haring 
opened “Pop Shop,” a retail 
store in SoHo that sold t-
shirts, buttons, posters and 
the like with his now well-
known images.

Between 1982 and 1989, 
Haring traveled abroad to 
create over 50 works that 
covered the exteriors of hos-

comic-book-like, dancing 
pregnant women, a nativity 
scene, and two females shar-
ing conjoined arms. 

It is believed that sev-
eral “controversial” works 
have been omitted from the 
original exhibit. A Statue of 
Liberty banner, created by 
Haring, actually was banned 
from hanging on Berks 
County’s government-ser-
vices building in a 2-1 com-
missioner vote. 

Sozanski commented, 
“The commissioners decided 
that Haring’s banner was 
inappropriate for such tax-
payer-funded public display 
because - pause for drumroll 
- Lady Liberty’s thumb al-
legedly resembled a penis.” 
Kutztown University, how-
ever, has agreed to temporar-
ily hang the banner on their 

water tower in April. 
Amidst the controver-

sy, positive comments have 
abounded from both the me-
dia and public alike. Reading 
community members such 
as Jeremy Tomzcak and Jodi 
Deyerter expressed their 

pitals, day care centers, and 
even the Berlin Wall. His 
drawings tended to focus 
on issues of love, war, birth, 
death and sex. 

Haring died of AIDS in 
1990, leaving his artistry to 

pattern the globe. On the 
Feb. 17 edition of Channel 
69 News, Kay Haring, Keith 
Haring’s sister, said, “If there 
is one consolation to losing 
my brother, it’s that his art-
work is all over the world, 
and yes—every time I look at 
a piece it’s like having a part 
of Keith that’s still here.”

To find out more about 
Keith Haring and his artwork, 
go to www.Haring.com. 

views during the Channel 69 
News broadcast. 

“I love it,” said Tomzcak. 
“Every artist has some obscene 
art. People should be so hon-
ored to have such a famous 
artist come to Reading.” Dey-
erter, honored herself, com-
mented that she felt uplifted 
by attending and that the art 
should not be censored.

Hana Rosen, ’06, Presi-
dent of Society for Human 
Rights, agreed. Although 
not an exhibit attendee, she 
shared similar feelings about 
the exhibit’s controversy. 

“Art is meant to chal-
lenge social boundaries—it’s 
not just something pretty  

to look at. It is the ex-
pression of the artist’s in-
ner most feelings and  
they should have the free-
dom to express that. If par-
ents are concerned with  
what their children are be-
ing exposed to, they should 
take responsibility for  
censoring their own chil-
dren and determine what 
they feel is appropriate for  
their family, not what is ap-
propriate for society.”

Regardless of contro-
versy, the “Journey of the 
Radiant Baby” has been, and 
is, a flourishing exhibit that 
draws crowds from all over 
the Mid-Atlantic.

this crawling baby image in 
his artwork. “The reason that 
the ‘baby’ has become my 
logo or signature is that it is 
the purest and most positive 
experience of human exis-
tence,” he said in July 1986.

Always the same, sim-
plistic image, the baby is 
drawn, or spray painted, in 
heavy, black, sinuous lines. 
Smaller lines depicting en-
ergy or light emanate from 
its surface.  

The former local artist’s exhibit at the Reading Public Mu-
seum stirs up controversy in the community

The Controversy

The Exhibit

The Artist

The Baby

Apocalypse 3, 1988 
File Photo

Above: Story of Red and Blue 3, 1989
Below: Andy Mouse

File Photos

Haring’s famous radiant baby
File Photo

Artist Keith Haring
File Photo
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Generally here at Al-
bright, when a new hiring 
takes place, it is natural for 
the administration to let the 
students know of the deci-
sion. Well, it is now March, 
and Albright has yet to an-
nounce one of its more im-
portant hires: the new public 
relations coordinator. Now, 
of course, they have not really 
hired a public relations per-
son, but you wouldn’t know 
it by all the new Albright ad-
ditions on campus.

First of all, I understand 
that it is the 150th anniver-
sary of this college. But much 
to the dismay of this school’s 
administration, nobody re-
ally cares. In fact, there is so 
much school pride that stu-
dents have stolen, have tried 
to steal, or are yearning to 
steal one of the many banners 
hanging around campus.

Also, as much as I 
adore school spirit, many 
of Albright’s “upgrades” are 
things that come from neces-

sity, and certainly not things 
that are going to make us a 
top notch liberal arts college. 
The old football field was 
basically a practice field, so 
now this new “stadium,” al-
though very nice, is standard 
for college campuses.

Now this is where the 
student body comes in. You 
see, the best way to make this 
college an enjoyable place is 
to not let security, adminis-
tration and “the man” get in 
your way of making this an 
experience. The “fun police” 
will always be here, as will 
the “court appearances” we 
all make in front of the higher 
ups. Off-campus living has not 
become so popular because of 
the student body wanting to 
grow up and have responsi-
bility; off-campus living has 
become so popular simply be-
cause there is a lower likeli-
hood of being harassed while 
trying to have fun.

Had Albright College 
hired a real public relations 
person to come in and give 
this place the environment 
of a great liberal arts school 

where students can have fun 
and learn at the same time, 
they would have to look no 
further than to the students 
themselves. The best way to 
portray a college is to look 
to the students and ask them 
what they feel is necessary to 
make this place a top-notch 
environment.

Instead, Albright College 
has used the branding ap-
proach to cure the problems, 
and putting up banners and 
building stadiums have actu-
ally just put up a huge facade 
over what this school really is. 
Behind the banners is the same 
school with incredible money 
problems, a power-hungry ad-
ministration with leaders who 
are not here for the students. 
One step in the right direction 
was the hiring of President 
McMillan. But as a junior, it 
is easy for me to see that this 
is not a problem that will be 
fixed by the time I graduate, 
nor will it probably be fixed 
by the time of the class of 2009 
graduates. The power struggle 
between the students against 
security and administrative 

decision making will be a part 
of Albright’s legacy for many 
current students.

So naturally, as somebody 
who has pointed out the prob-
lems, many people will ask 
how we solve these problems. 
Well, first off, administration 
has to realize that college is 
basically about growing up 
and learning about oneself, 
not necessarily math equa-
tions and historical figures. 
Granted, that is what most 
classes are about, but liberal 
arts experiences focus on a 
well-rounded education, and 
through that, we learn about 
each other and ourselves. 

Everybody will make 
mistakes, whether it be 
through a certain group of 
friends, or alcohol or even 
drugs. But here is the infor-
mation that Albright does 
not acknowledge: this type 
of behavior goes on at every 
college across America and is 
monitored by colleges doing 
their best to keep this type of 
behavior on-campus. 

What needs to happen 
is student action. Speak out, 

speak up and speak away 
about how you feel. If you 
see something wrong or feel 
as if you are being taken ad-
vantage of by anybody, let 
somebody know. Most of the 
people in this administration 
are not exactly waiting with 
open ears, but professors are, 
and there are a few members 
of the administration that are 
here for us. The professors 
here are incredible and are al-
ways just a phone call, e-mail 
or an appointment away.

Now don’t get me wrong, 
I love this school. There are 
people here that I would not 
want to live without. Com-
ing from a close-knit group 
of friends at home, it surpris-
es me how much I actually 
enjoy being here. It is a fact 
that many students transfer 
away from Albright and very 
little transfer in from other 
schools. Making people want 
to stay here is not going to 
come in the form of banners 
and stadiums but rather from 
a caring administration and 
some sort of reformation as 
to how students are treated.

Since Dec. 5, 1776, college 
men and women across the 
United States have pledged 
themselves to Greek organi-
zations. Through devotion to 
scholarship, high ideals, ath-
letics and their institutions, 
Greeks have always been 
leaders. Consider the fol-
lowing statistics courtesy of 
the University of Nebraska’s 
Greek Affairs Web site:
*Of the nation’s 50 largest 
corporations, fraternity men 
head 43. 
*85 percent of the Fortune 
500 executives belong to a 
fraternity. 
*40 of 47 U.S. Supreme Court 
Justices since 1910 were fra-
ternity men.
*76 percent of all Congress-
men and Senators belong to a 
fraternity. 
*Every U.S. President and 
Vice President, except two 
in each office, born since 
the first social fraternity was 
founded in 1825, has been a 
member of a fraternity. 
*63 percent of the U.S. Presi-
dent’s Cabinet members since 
1900 have been Greek. 

Here at Albright, Greek 
life has been an integral part 
of our history and tradition 
since 1900. Today, we have 
four fraternities, three so-
rorities and one co-ed service 
fraternity that make distinct, 
valuable and lasting contribu-
tions to the Albright commu-

nity. However, in my nearly 
four years here at Albright, 
the face of Greek life has 
changed quite a bit. It seems 
as though the Albright envi-
ronment isn’t as favorable for 
Greek life as it once was. 

This is due to a combi-
nation of factors at both the 
national and local levels. Na-
tionally, recruitment num-
bers are down as students are 
more and more concerned 
with finances and their ability 
to balance numerous aspects 
of their lives. Parents have 
concerns about Greek life due 
to the portrayal of Greeks in 
popular culture and in the 
media. Of course, we do our-
selves no favors when we are 
irresponsible and a death oc-
curs or a house burns down or 
a chapter is closed due to drug 
problems.

What, then, can Greeks 
do to enhance the quality of 
Greek life at Albright? I have 
highlighted several options. 
Greek Unity

In the spring of 2005, 
I was able to visit a friend 
who now happens to be the 
president of Sigma Chi fra-
ternity at Middle Tennes-
see State University. While I 
was there, I attended an Inter 
Fraternal Council meeting 
and was amazed at their abil-
ity to accomplish meaning-
ful things as a unified group. 
Members from different fra-
ternities mingled and joked 
with one another. There was 
no squabbling, no arguments, 

and the meeting lasted nearly 
45 minutes. 

At Albright, the situation 
is certainly much different.

Traditionally, there has 
been bad blood between or-
ganizations, both male and 
female, here on campus. I be-
lieve it’s time to put the petti-
ness aside and work together 
so that we can further prove 
the value of Greek life on cam-
pus, while bettering our own 
organizations in the process. 

In order to do so, we need 
more communication between 
Greeks. I recommend creating 
a Greek Council to facilitate 
better communication be-
tween the fraternities and the 
sororities. It will allow us to 
accomplish more at Albright 
and in the greater community 
including: recruitment, pro-
gramming and service. 
Leadership & Service

If we hope to remain at 
Albright, we need to lead by 
example. In addition to hold-
ing offices on campus, we 
must demonstrate that we do 
hold ourselves to higher stan-
dards. We do this through 
our daily routines, manners 
and academics. It is also im-
portant that we give back to 
the community that supports 
us, particularly as service op-
portunities are of increasing 
importance as a recruitment 
tool. Campus cleanups are 
great, although not an enor-
mous or lasting contribution 
to the Albright community. 
Perhaps we can get involved 

in raising funds for the new 
science center. Perhaps there 
is a grounds project that we 
could volunteer for. What-
ever the case, we need to find 
ways to make our presence felt 
on Albright’s campus as lead-
ers and volunteers. As a whole, 
Reading has many non-profit 
organizations that would ben-
efit greatly from our involve-
ment and volunteer work. 
Perhaps we could start a big 
brother/big sister mentoring 
program for at-risk youths. 
Housing

One thing I have no-
ticed over my years here at 
Albright is a shift away from 
centralized Greek housing. 
As our system exists today 
at Albright, Greeks are scat-
tered about. Some choose to 
move off campus into several 
houses in several locations, 
others remain on campus in 
a suite or in the Woods. I feel 
as though this is non-condu-
cive to the Greek way of life. 
A centralized living location 
is important for numerous 
reasons, however, two cru-
cial reasons standout: a house 
strengthens the bonds that 
tie the organization together 
and serves as a meeting place 
for administration of the or-
ganization. Given the cost 
associated with living on 
campus and the restrictions 
recently placed upon living 
off campus, living together 
is more difficult now, more 
than ever. However, if we 
hope to keep our organiza-

tions intact, we must seek 
ways to live together. 

I believe that the on-cam-
pus model is not so bad; as the 
college does it’s best to work 
with us, and all Greeks could 
live in close proximity to one 
another. One more creative 
solution would be to take over 
an entire building of Autumn 
Park, though it would likely 
take several years for that to 
occur. Another route to con-
sider is a housing corporation, 
an option that is supported 
by nearly all of the national 
organizations represented on 
campus. Finally, and prob-
ably the most difficult option, 
the Greeks could petition the 
administration to acquire true 
houses for Greek living. 

Overall, Greek life at Al-
bright is good. We are leaders, 
we are committed to service 
and we do work together at 
times. That said, there is much 
room for improvement. I feel 
like we are given this great 
opportunity, but we don’t al-
ways know what to do with 
it to get the most utility out 
of it. It’s like someone gave us 
a Lego set for Christmas, but 
the building directions aren’t 
in the box. So we build some-
thing and it’s a close proxim-
ity to the picture on the box, 
but it’s not quite right. I truly 
believe that we could take 
Greek Life to another level 
if we give the system a little 
tweaking and put forth a little 
more effort. 

The Survival of Greek Life at Albright
by Tyler Travitz
The Albrightian

Students Should Represent the Identity 
of the College

by Christiann Ryerson
The Albrightian
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If you’ve walked past the 
library, you have probably 
noticed a white door on the 
right of the building. That 
leads to Albright’s radio sta-
tion, WXAC, which can be 
heard at 91.3 FM. 

During the day WXAC 
is a community radio station 
playing Spanish music with 
DJ Johnny V., but at 4:00 
p.m., the station is handed 
over to the students.

Students are able to have 
four shows a night with four 
different DJ’s. To become a 
DJ for WXAC takes four easy 
steps. First, you talk to the 
program manager, Roz, Sec-
ond, you train for six hours 
or three shows to understand 
everything that goes into a 
putting on radio show. Third, 
there is a test you must pass 
consisting of questions about 
the rules of the station and 
the FCC and knowing what 
the equipment is used for. Fi-
nally, you get a time slot. 

Certain days of the week 
are set aside for certain genres 
of music. Sunday and Monday 
are alternative music days. 
Tuesdays are for metal mu-
sic. Wednesdays are for punk 
and emo. Thursdays are for 
any genre of music ranging 
from polka to a genre already 
played during the week. Fri-
days and Saturdays are for 
hip-hop and dance.

The station has just got-
ten new equipment. With the 
help of afternoon DJ Johnny 
V., the station was able to get 
a new high tech computer 
and sound board. According 
to student DJ’s Brandon Rup-

pert and Scott Williams, the 
equipment is another step in 
the right direction that the 
station has taken in the past 
few years. 

“This year has been es-
pecially progressive,” said 
Rupert. Their show, “The BS 
Show,” is on Monday nights 
from 8 to 10 p.m. 

The biggest issue facing 
these two DJ’s, is the slim 
number of listeners. “We def-
initely need more listeners,” 
said Williams. Both Rupert 
and Williams are communi-
cations majors and found out 
about the radio station at the 
activities fair. They both took 
the necessary steps, and now 
have their own show. 

“Any student can do it 
as long as they know what 
they’re doing and pass the 
test,” said Williams. 

For most of their show, 
Rupert and Williams play 
music they like to listen to. 

“We have an enthusiasm 
about spreading good music, 
unlike the pop music of today,” 
said Rupert. “The radio station 
is a good way to do that and 
gain the experience I’ll need to 
pursue my career.”

Next year WXAC will 
be celebrating its fortieth an-
niversary of being on the air. 
The station is planning to 
bring back some of the sta-
tion’s founders and alumni 
who have worked at the sta-
tion for a special celebration. 
“It will be cool to meet some of 
the people who helped found 
the station,” said Rupert. 

So next time you are 
looking for some good music, 
turn to WXAC and listen to 
the wide variety of student 
run shows on the radio!

Tuning in to 
Students: WXAC

by Allyse Wolfinger
The Albrightian

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3 x 3 
box contains the digits 1 through 9. You can’t change the digits 

already provided in the grid. You have to work around them.
Every puzzle has just one correct solution.

Sudoku

Honestly, this month is AMAZING! I got the list and literally squeaked with excitement.  
Lemme break it down for you. 

North Country - A fictionalized account of the first major 
successful sexual harassment case in the United States where 
a woman who endured a range of abuse while working as a 
miner filed a 1984 lawsuit.

Elizabethtown – Much deeper than the average love-story, 
this movie is about the crazy road to self-discovery and 
how he gets there is even more insane! Did I mention it 
stars Orlando Bloom (I think you know what my movie 
pick will be.)
 
The Weatherman – For the second month in a row, Nicholas 
Cage is the leading man, more specifically a weatherman. He 
separates from his wife and children and debates whether 
professional and personal successes are mutually exclusive.

Rent - This is the film version of the Pulitzer and Tony 
Award winning musical (yes, musical) about Bohemians in 
the East Village of New York City struggling with life, love 
and AIDS, and the impacts they have on America. 

Waiting - Young employees at Shenanigan’s restaurant col-
lectively stave off boredom and adulthood with their antics. 
Now, did I mention funny boy Dane Cook is in this movie?

Doom - This movie is based on the hit computer game about 
Marines sent to investigate what went wrong on a space sta-
tion, only to face a far greater evil unlike any other. When 
I used to play the game with my brother, I used to scream 
when the “bad guys” were on the screen. Just imagine how 
Hollywood will recreate those nasty aliens. 

Zathura - Two young brothers are drawn into an intergalac-
tic adventure when their house is magically hurtled through 
space because of the board game they are playing. It is Ju-
manji in space. 

Hoosiers - A coach with a checkered past, and a local drunk 
set off to train a small town high school basketball team to 
become a top contender for the championship.

So, can we talk? I honestly cannot pick which 
movie I like best, so I am just going to reiterate which 
movies are the greatest. 

I’m going to begin with Rent. Not only have I 
memorized every single line from the movie, I have 
also repeatedly performed most of the scenes in my 
bedroom in front of a mirror. Don’t judge… you will 
too after you see this film. It’s more than a musical. It 
also has glorious messages– “No day but today,” and 
“Forget regret or life is yours to miss.” It really opens 
my eyes about who I am and what I want to accom-
plish in my life. 

Speaking of self-discovery, as I mentioned before, 
Elizabethtown is all about learning what is impor-
tant in life. Orlando Bloom is very important to my 

life, so that is 
another reason 
why I enjoy this 
film. It is very 
cute and really 
touching. It is recommended to everyone! It is just 
what a quiet day calls for. It’s better than going out to 
dinner at Shenanigans.

Shenanigans is the restaurant that Ryan Reynolds 
and the very funny comedian Dane Cook work at in 
Waiting. It is honestly disturbing, yet quite hilarious. 
Waiting shows you just what happens when you are 
rude to “the help.”  

This month, Albright is giving you just what 
you need to pass the time for spring break. I plan on 
watching every movie offered over and over again. I 
hope you will as well. Have a wonderful spring break 
and when you get back, we’ll be ready to start April, 
my birthday month! I’m sure Albright will provide 
magnificent movies for my birthday. 

Movie Notes
by Jolynn DiIenno

Puzzle by sudoku.com
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Horoscopes

by Meg Hurst

Aries- March 21 - April 19 
Good time to get your finances in order. Luckily, in your case, that simply means putting the 
one dollar bills in front of the fives in your wallet (or are you not even that lucky?).

Taurus- April 20 - May 20 
Your requests are being ignored. Often you can get people to pay attention by simply adding a 
few words to the end of your request, such as, “Fill the Brita, dear, or die screaming.” 

Gemini- May 21 - June 20 
Beware the Ides of March. Also, if you have a friend named “Dorcas,” it might behoove you to 
be a trifle more selective... 

Cancer- June 21 - July 22 
While looking through comparative salary figures, you will discover that the job of “Village 
Idiot” in many metropolitan areas pays better than that of the mayor. Don’t even consider a 
career change, though -- it’s a lot harder that it sounds. 

Leo- July 23 - August 22 
If you love someone, let them go. If you hate someone, grab ‘em and hang on like a dog with 
a stick. Snarl a bit, too -- that’s always fairly effective. 

Virgo- August 23 - September 22 
It’s okay to whistle while you work. Your co-workers will draw the line at yodelling while 
you work, however. They’re probably just jealous. 

Libra- September 22 - October 22 
When you’ve got it, you’ve got it; and you’ve got a lot. Like pumpkin pie, carrot cake and Ben 
& Jerry’s ice cream; not to mention 50 other things that were brought to your attention. So, 
have a nice week (and spend some time in the gym).

Scorpio- October 23 - November 21 
You will get a postcard from the Forbidden City today, containing some very unsettling 
news. You won’t realize that, of course, since it will be written in a language you don’t un-
derstand, so no worries.

Sagittarius- November 22 - December 21 
You will finally get the television exposure you’ve been wanting by organizing a group 
of protesters to block the entrance to a physics lab, holding crudely-lettered signs saying, 
“Down With Gravity!” 

Capricorn- December 22 - January 20 
So where would you like to spend your spring break? Florida? Arizona? New York? Con-
necticut? Choose wisely, and take into consideration anyone you may wait to avoid in each 
state…or hunt down.

Aquarius- January 21 - February 18 
You’ll have a brilliant idea, but nobody will take you seriously, as usual. You should be able to 
will them over with pure logic, however. That is, if you possess any (don’t hold your breath).

Pisces- February 19 - March 20 
A tricky situation will arise today, but you will rise to the challenge and draw it to a satisfac-
tory conclusion. Oddly, you will hit upon the right thing to do by suddenly recalling an old 
Gilligan’s Island episode 

Spring Break for most 
college students means a time 
for relaxation and partying. 
Destinations for Spring Break 
typically are the Bahamas, 
Florida, Acapulco, Cancun, 
and Jamaica. Some destina-
tions for Albright students 
are Acapulco, Myrtle Beach, 
and home.   

Traveling plans are usu-
ally made by students in ad-
vance. This way they have 
their hotel reservations set-
tled and if traveling out of the 
United States they have their 
passports ready. 

If you have yet to make 
Spring Break plans and are 
willing to travel and spend 

money, then seek a friend 
who is will let you come along 
on the trip and let you stay 
in their hotel room. You will 
have to pay for your own flight 
and some of the hotel fee. 

If you want to make plans 
to travel with your group of 
friends, try to visit a travel 
agency. They can help get spe-
cial rates on hotels and food. 
Ask to see package deals for 
places you are looking into. If 
you want to try and do it your-
self, look online for Spring 

Break Web sites such as, 
springbreaktravel.com. 

Try cheaptickets.com for 
cheap airfare and hotel prices.

Those of us who are stay-
ing home for Spring Break 
can still have fun while 
home. Make plans with old 
high school friends that you 
haven’t seen in awhile. Get 
together and go out to dinner 
or go bowling. 

If you live in or near a 
city, like New York or Phila-
delphia, get some friends to-
gether and play tourist. Go 
around the city and do all 
the tour activities like ride 
the double decker buses or 
go visit the Statue of Liberty. 

For those who are will-
ing to go against the tradi-
tional Spring Break plans 

and want to help 
others, there’s a 
volunteer pro-
gram that runs 
short term vol-
unteer services 
ranging from 
a week to 24 
weeks. The pro-
gram is called 
i-to-i Volunteer 
Travel. It is an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
volunteer or-
ganization that 

helps disadvantage com-
munities around the world. 
You can travel to places like 
Costa Rica, Guatemala, Ec-
uador, or Honduras. Projects 
go from conversation pro-
grams to building to teach-
ing. If you are interested in 
learning more call 1-800-
985-4864 or visit their Web 
site i-to-i.com. 

You can also visit the 
Volunteer Center if you are 
interested in doing volun-
teer work. 

Students Have Many 
Options When it Comes to 
Spring Break Plans

by Heather Epstein
The Albrightian

Places like Cancun are popular destinations 
for students traveling for spring break
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Insert Dick 
Cheney Joke Here

A Fresher Perspective
by Andrew Holets
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The City of Reading: It’s Not so Bad After All 

While the campus of 
Albright College is intimate 
and close-knit, it is not in 
isolation. Albright is situ-
ated just a few blocks away 
from downtown Reading, Pa. 
While many naysayers will 
tell you that Reading is a dirty 
and crime-filled city, there is 
much more to it that often 
goes unnoticed.  

Reading is currently 
a city of about 80,000 citi-
zens. It encompasses nearly 
10 miles of Berks County. It 
is true that the city has been 
struggling with many issues 
in recent years including de-
clining population and high 
crime rates among others. 

However, these are not 
issues unique to only Read-
ing. Drive around Philadel-
phia for a day and you will 
surely see homeless people, 
abandoned buildings and 
graffiti covering city walls. 
These problems are common 
to urban areas everywhere. 
Reading is not particularly 
worse than most. 

One of the biggest gripes 
voiced about the city is the 
crime rate. All the time, statis-
tics are thrown out about the 
murder rate. Many regularly 
claim that Reading has one 
of the highest murder rates in 
the country. This simply just is 

not true. While it is far from 
the safest city in America, 
you are far more likely to be 
murdered in a city like Phila-
delphia, Baltimore, or Wash-
ington D.C.—all of which 
have a higher murder rate per 
100,000 people according 
to data from 2004.

There are a num-
ber of factors to look at 
when examining Read-
ing aside from its popu-
lation and crime. It may 
surprise you to learn 
this, but Reading actual-
ly has a number of great 
attractions that make it 
worthwhile, besides the 
shopping outlets. 

Reading is in a pe-
riod of cultural growth 
as we speak. While 
Albright’s own Com-
munity Cultural Center 
is preparing to close its 
doors, there are still a 
number of places eager 
art fans can get their fill. 

The recently-opened 
Goggle Works Center for 
the Arts is a beautiful addition 
to the city. It features hands-
on workshops, demonstra-
tions and exhibits. Renovated 
from an old goggle-manufac-
turing plant, the center also 
houses studio space for local 
artists. Visitors can observe 
the artists at work, getting a 
new perspective on the cre-
ative process. 

Another cultural bench-
mark in the community is 
found in the Reading Public 
Museum. The museum is cur-
rently hosting Keith Haring’s 
exhibit, “The Journey of the 
Radiant Baby.” For a mere $5 

admission fee, you can spend 
all day roaming the halls of 
the museum. In addition to 
the remarkable Haring exhib-
it, the museum also features 
historical and archaeological 
displays, and even has its own 
mummies and sarcophaguses. 
The museum even has fun 
events like the recent New 
York City Cultural Festival.

In addition to these vi-
sual art displays, Reading 
also claims many auditory 
attractions. 

The impressive Read-
ing Symphony Orchestra 
offers concert performances 

each season. If orches-
tral movements aren’t 
your music of choice, 
you can catch artists of 
almost any other musi-
cal genre performing at 
the nearby Sovereign 
Center, or even at the 
Silo. These venues draw 
both local and nation-
al artists to Reading, 
bringing in many big 
name acts. Even Kenny 
Rogers, the Gambler 
himself, makes regular 
appearances at the Sov-
ereign Center. 

Another musical 
event of note is the an-
nual Berks Jazz Fest. The 
16th year for this re-
nowned festival will take 
place from March 17-26. 
This celebration of jazz 

always brings in the biggest 
names in the genre together.

Even if you aren’t interest-
ed in music, history or art, there 
is something for you in Reading. 
The city has several great spots 
for the explorer, photographer, 
or nature enthusiast. 

Antietam Lake, for ex-
ample, is surrounded by trails 
that offer spectacular scenery. 

There are even two waterfalls 
surrounding the lake. For an 
even more amazing view, you 
can head over to the famous 
Pagoda on Mt. Penn. Con-
structed in 1908, this landmark 
was once home to a hotel and 
restaurant. Currently, this Jap-
anese style structure stands as 
a museum. The entire city can 
be seen from atop its moun-
tain location. 

The list could go on for 
more space than is provided 
here. There are great places to 
shop, eat, and enjoy yourself 
throughout the city. These 
attractions and positive attri-
butes are unfortunately over-
looked in most cases. 

It is certainly the norm 
to hear Albright students 
complaining about Read-
ing. The city has become the 
butt of many jokes. However, 
we should not be so quick to 
judge. Reading is not quite 
the crime-ridden wasteland 
many claim it to be. 

While Reading certainly 
has its problems, there are a 
lot of great things the city has 
to offer. Be it arts or enter-
tainment or beautiful land-
scapes, the city is not void of 
culture and things to do. So 
maybe instead of complain-
ing, we should get out there 
and experience all the truly 
positive things Reading has. 

Controversy is rooted in 
the majority of any poignant 
entertainment, stimulating 
conversation or article of in-
trigue. The entertainment 
industry, at least the indepen-
dent sections of some studios, 
have asked the social ques-
tion in order to leave view-
ers watching and discussing 
socially-relevant material.  

“Crash,” “Brokeback 
Mountain,” “Syriana,” “Ca-
pote,” “The Constant Gar-
dener,” “Hustle & Flow” are 
some of the films honored for 
their subject matter during 
this year’s film award season, 
all thanks to their artistic ex-
pression of real-life issues.

With the passing of the 
Academy Awards, we can see 
that social issues, through un-
abashed approach, can lead to 
opening a national dialogue, 
which is a good thing. 

There must be some sort 
of desire in today’s society for 
Americans to take the time to 
view such films. Entertain-
ment factor is obviously a large 
portion of that consumerism, 

but perhaps it is a greater de-
sire for Americans to search 
out the truth regarding many 
controversies riddling our na-
tion at this time. 

When movies gain nota-

ble media coverage and audi-
ence response for discussing 
a war in the Middle East, 
(“Jarhead”) homosexuality, 
(“Brokeback Mountain”) rac-
ism, (“Crash”) female propri-
etorship, (“Hustle & Flow”) 
corporate corruption, (“The 
Constant Gardener”) inves-
tigative journalism, (“Good 
Night, and Good Luck”/
”Capote”) bureaucratic mis-
deeds, disturbing economic 
ties, suffering societies (“Syri-
ana”) or more, people tend to 
pay attention and remember 
what flies across the screen 

more than Beau Bridges’ day-
dreams about Chuck Norris. 

It is comforting to see 
these types of movies be-
ing produced in an industry 
known for its own vast addi-

tion to the decay of soci-
ety. The presentation of 
controversy in popular 
medium is an odd com-
fort to many.

This approach to 
art elaborately examines 
falsities and wrongs in 
our society, as it isn’t too 
difficult to stumble upon 
with the way things are. 

In this Albrightian 
issue alone, the special feature 
by Schwartz emphasizes a local 
artist Keith Haring, who was 
expressive in his art and in his 
life. His intent to get people’s 
attention carries on years after 
his death, all because people 
are talking about his art and 
expression. That intent was 
what was important when he 
was alive and remains mean-
ingful after his death. 

But as for the recent 
swoon in political and socially 
conscientious moviemaking, 
the awards or notoriety are 
not what are most important 

to these films, at least when it 
comes to what we remember 
from them. We can remem-
ber the actors’, actresses’ and 
directors’ names, (Dare I for-
get the producers and receive 
a court summons?), but no 
means of ego should trump 
itself to be of higher signifi-
cance than its intent to exam-
ine the greater wrong existing 
within our even greater soci-
ety. What could be a truthful 
work aimed at stimulating 
pertinent societal conversa-
tion could easily digress into 
a trivial pop culture anecdote. 

To clarify, the movie 
“Crash” should not be herald-
ed in conversation between a 
black woman and white wom-
an in a sensible manner only 
to have them forget the movie 
title until they play an innocu-
ous round of Trivial Pursuit 
in 2010.  If minimized as just 
another movie, people could 
still joke about lack of rhythm 
in the white or the pronuncia-
tion of “ask” by the black when 
they’re not within earshot of 
one another. 

If the lesson is not ap-
plied, or at least thought of 
from time to time following 

the post-view/award cere-
mony glow, then we might as 
well kiss these social questions 
goodbye until a VH1 spe-
cial comes on to show some 
third-rate celebrity explain to 
us exactly how breakthrough 
the movie was at the time. 

Spoon-fed history 
through basic cable can be 
quite insulting. Could you 
imagine a 63-year-old Boy 
George sitting in front of a 
green screen wearing a leop-
ard skin beret saying, “Heath 
Ledger truly showed what it 
is to love another man, and 
America embraced it.” 

These films were wel-
comed by a vast majority of our 
country, particularly within 
the youth, but I fear that the 
nation will not continue ask-
ing these social questions on 
such a large scale if our popu-
lar culture ceases to produce 
two-hour edited versions of 
thought-provoking material. 

It is simply my hope that 
our conversations regarding 
the social question not stop 
if the movies in 2007 fail to 
start them for us.  

 

Thought Provoking Films Should Inspire 
Viewers to Question Issues

Films like “Good Night, and Good 
Luck” challenged audiences in 2006
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