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Miners Dead in China

Northern China expe-
rienced an explosion in its
Tunlan Coal Mine located
in Shanxi Province killing at
least 74 miners early Sunday
morning. By Sunday evening,
many miners were reported to
still be trapped, perhaps some
still alive.

When the explosion oc-
curred 436 miners were in the
mines. Many of the injured
miners suffered from carbon
monoxide poisoning. This in-
cident was devastating as it
was the worst mining accident
since December 2007.

While this incident was
one of the more deadly, min-
ing accidents are common to
China. “Coal mines often ex-
perience the most serious ac-
cidents because so many of
them are operating illegally,”
said Zhao Tiechui, a senior of-
ycial in charge of coal mine
supervision.

“The industry also sees the
most frequent covering-up of
accidents.”

Obama takes Aim: Lowering
the Deycit
On Sunday, President
Obama announced that he
plans to cut half the country’s
deycit by the end of his yrst
term. While for some consid-
ering lowering the deycit in
this recession seems unthink-
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Something old, something new

Albright College recycles former Reading armory during construction

by Amanda Cain
Albrightian

The view looking at the
city from Shirk Stadium may
notseem different to those who
are new to Albright’s campus,
but current students and staff
may notice something differ-
ent about the horizon. Gone
is the dilapidated brick build-
ing that stood for many years
on the corner of 12th and Bern
Streets. In November 2008, the
former Reading Army Reserve
Center was demolished after
undergoing an environmental
remediation, and the materials
left over are being recycled by
the college to be used in the
construction of a parking lot
and basketball courts.

In a history of the prop-
erty put together by the col-
lege, the building is noted to
be the site of the “Noe-Equl”
knitting mill from 1923 until
1928 when it was later oc-
cupied by the Princess Royal
Hosiery Company. Although
Noe-Equl was not considered
one of the “big four” knitting
mills in Reading, it was among
the top ten and employed up
to 286 people at one point.
The 30,000-square foot, brick
building sat in an “L” shape
consisting of three stories run-
ning along 12th Street and one
story following Bern Street.
The building was vacant in
1938, and in 1939 it became a
warehouse for Vanity Fair Silk
Mills until 1942. Venterial
Parachute Company moved
into the building in 1943 un-
til it was shut down following
World War II.

The last group to occupy
the building was the U.S.
Army Reserve Corps in May
1950. It then became known
as the Army Reserve Training
Center, and the name would
hold until the Reserve Corps
left the building in 1987. The
City of Reading re-
ceived the deed for
the building from
the army in April
2001.

In a message sent
to faculty and staff,
President Lex O.
McMillan 11 wrote,
“In 1998, Albright
petitioned the De-
partment of Defense
to transfer the prop-
erty, vacant since
1987, to us with
the hopes of using
it to expand the site
of a new stadium.

The Department of Constryction site for the new

Defense gave the deed to the
City of Reading to transfer to
us. In 2003, Albright signed
the agreement with the city to
transfer the site to us.”

The building was pur-
chased from the city for agrand
total of $1, plus any remaining
settlement fees.

Before demolition could
begin, the building needed to
undergo environmental reme-
diation (removing contami-
nants or pollutants from the
work site), as a result of asbes-
tos left over from when the
building was a warehouse for
Bowers Battery and Spark Plug
Company in 1944,

According to Barbara Mar-
shall, Albright College Associ-

ate Vice President of College
Relations and Marketing, the
college was able to recycle 95
percent of the building mate-
rials, including 400,000 tons
of brick and concrete and 250
tons of steel. The brick and

concrete will be crushed and

arking lot
or the new

used as ylling
parking lot and the steel will
be sent to a New Jersey recy-
cling company where it will be
melted down and reused. The
yve percent not able to be re-
used by the college, consisted
mostly of wood covered with
lead paint that was sent to a li-
censed disposal facility.

In an article published in
the Reading Eagle, Feb. 7 2009,
Ed Kappenstein, Albright fa-
cilities manager, told reporter
Erin Negley, “It just worked
out that the recycling wound
up being a real savings to the
college.”

Negley reported that 60
percent of the $180,000 abate-
ment and demolition expenses

Spring breaking for the better

by Annie Rhodes
Albrightian

Is it spring yet? While
Punxsutawney Phil may not
have predicted an early spring
for us this year, students can’t
deny that spring break is right
around the corner! Tired and
weary of the cold winter days,
many Albright students are
anxiously awaiting the arrival
of March 13, which not only
signiyes the commencement
of spring break, but the begin-
ning of an entire week of free-
dom and luxury. While some
lucky students may be ventur-
ing to exotic tropical vacations
or educational tours of Europe,
others may be visiting family,
or just relaxing at home.

As a variation from the
normal spring break tradition,
Albright has enlisted a group of
students who will spend their
much deserved spring breaks

helping others. Twenty two
Albright College students and
an advisor will be traveling to
Galveston, Texas to help in the
relief efforts of Hurricane Ike.
As one of the most destructive
and devastating hurricanes to
hit the United States, the after
effects of this deadly storm has
left many people homeless and
afraid. This group of proactive
students that call themselves
the “Alternative Spring Break
Crew” will participate in many
activities, including construc-
tion and environmental work,
as they attempt to clean up this
once thriving city.

Casey Hart, a junior and
Alternative Spring Break Crew
member, stated, “As soon as |
heard about the possibility of
volunteering during my spring
break, |1 knew that | wanted
to go. | think that it is really
important to help people who
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were saved along with 20 per-
cent of the $600,000 cost of the
new parking lot.

Albright’s director of facil-
ities, services and operations,
Kevin Gaffney, also spoke to
Negley and explained that
work will begin on the park-

Photo by Sean Crossley
ing lot in the spring, and it is
expected to be completed by
June. The construction project
will result in a parking lot with
100 new spaces and six full-
sized basketball courts that
will be available to the com-
munity.

This is not the yrst time
Albright has recycled materi-
als during construction. As
Gaffney told the Reading Ea-
gle, “When Shirk Stadium was
reconstructed in 2005, old ma-
terials were used as backyll.o

Using recycled materi-
als during building projects
around campus emphasizes the
idea that Albright College is
truly becoming a “green” cam-
pus.

Dorms undergo changes

Smith conversion and renovations to
Court will improve student living

by Allyse Wolynger
Albrightian

As the housing selection
process for the 2009-2010
school year begins, upper
classmen will have one less
dorm from which to choose
from, as Smith Hall will be
converted into an all-fresh-
man dorm.

After talking with Al-
bright students, Housing
Director Amanda Hanincik
found that one thing they
liked or could have had in
their housing experience was
living with all freshmen. “In
talking to Albright students,
we found that freshmen like
living with other freshman,”
Hanincik said. “They are all
dealing with the same issues,
such as with new roommates

or homesickness, and this
will help them deal better
with these issues.”

Converting Smith Hall
into an all-freshman dorm
will most likely bring an end
to rooms that were made into
triples for this housing year.
“Last year was the closest we
came to going over capacity,
so we created the triples,”
said Hanincik. “The rooms
were converted for triples,
but we won’t use them unless
we have to.”

Currently, there are only
yve triples remaining with
the rest of the created triples
being turned back into dou-
bles within the yrst month of
last semester.

Upper classmen  now
will have Krause Hall, the
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