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of an incident, such as alerts 
via text message and e-mail. 
Sophomore Robert Bremme 
was surprised when he did not 
receive any notiýcation fol-
lowing the ýrst incident. 
	 “I just thought it was ri-
diculous that they only alerted 
the campus after the second in-
cident,” Bremme stated 
	 Cars are at a high-risk for 
theft. Public Safety has received 
multiple reports of strangers ex-
amining the contents of cars in 
the faculty parking lot around 
the same time as the two most 
recently reported robberies. If 
you own a car, the beneýts of 
keeping it locked at all times 
greatly outweigh the inconve-
niences. Robert Gerken, Direc-
tor of Public Safety, stated the 
following last year via campus 
wide e-mail: 
 	 “Thieves in search of high-
end electronics and global 
positioning system units are 
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Putting the �Public�in �Public Safety�

	 To the criminal mind, the 
odds of yielding more from a 
robbery are better when con-
sidering the location of the 
crime— for example, a seem-
ingly well-to-do college stu-
dent may look better than a 
random person in downtown 
Reading. Albright’s campus is 
located on the outer reaches 
of the city, which does a rela-
tively good job of keeping it 
safe. Crime, however, is still a 
threat, which should be taken 
into careful consideration by 
everyone. Albright’s Depart-
ment of Public Safety is left 
with the task of protecting 
over a thousand people af-
ýliated with Albright, keep-
ing any criminal incidents to a 
minimum. 
	 In spite of the vigilance of 
the Public Safety Department 

Michael Phelps Suspended
	 Michael Phelps, Olympic 
swimmer, has been suspended 
from competition for three 
months because he was photo-
graphed inhaling from a mari-
juana pipe. 
	 Phelps recently won eight 
gold medals in the 2008 Sum-
mer Olympics in Beŷing. The 
food company Kellogg ® spon-
sored Phelps; however, they 
will not be renewing his con-
tract at the end of February be-
cause of the photograph. The 
company claims his actions do 
not represent what the com-
pany stands for. 
	 Phelps is also sponsored 
by Speedo and Omega, and 
they accepted Phelps’ apology; 
other sponsors have not taken 
a side on the situation. 
	 Phelps responded saying 
that the photo was authentic. 
It was taken at a party at the 
University of South Carolina. 
Phelps also responded saying 
he used “bad judgment. I can 
learn from it.”

Record High Job Loss in Jan-
uary
	 The United States lost about 
600,000 jobs in the month of 
January. The unemployment 
rate is up to 7.6 percent, which 
is the highest it has been in six-
teen years; it also appears as if 
it may hit double digits.
	 Due to the current reces-

breaking into vehicles in many 
areas in and around Reading. 
They not only look for units 
in plain view but also telltale 
signs such as suction cup marks 
on the windshield and mount-
ing brackets. Avoid leaving 
valuables in plain view. They 
can be stolen in a matter of 
minutes.” 
	 Crime is something that 
may never disappear from this 
city, much less from our col-
lective society. Albright’s cam-
pus is located in a relatively 
nice part of town, so it comes 
as little surprise that criminals 
would try their hand here. 
Thanks to the Public Safety 
Department, crime on campus 
is not something we have to 
concern ourselves with on a 
daily basis. Bear in mind, how-
ever, that it is much easier to 
lull oneself into a sense of se-
curity. Stay aware, keep your-
self safe.

lowed by the surprise discov-
ery of vernacular photographs 
(snapshots) of Nazi soldiers, 
taken by one another, exem-
plifying a sort of homoerotic 
þavor. The photos look as 
though they could have been 
taken in peaceful, serene 
times, on a vacation or loung-
ing around. Scouring þea mar-
kets of Germany and America, 
Tartalgia discovered that the 
vernacular photos juxtaposed 
with the atrocities committed 
at Sachsenhausen proves con-
tradictory both for Tartaglia 
and Karl Heinrich Ulrichs, 
the ýrst to name, describe, 
and positively promote same 
gender love. 
	 Noticing this clear con-
tradiction, Tartaglia began 
an “inquiry into the context 
in which sexual identity is 
formulated.” Not only did 
“Is What Was” present the 
paradoxical identities of Nazi 
soldiers, it questioned our 
history, our conceptions of 
the past, and the methodol-
ogy with which to uncover 
a Queer historical presence. 
For Tartaglia, the history is 
already there; it must be sepa-
rated from the heterocentric 
historical voice and retrans-
lated. Tartaglia uses “gossip” 
to expose the heterosexist 
voice in order to unearth the 
true reality of Queer history. 
In doing so, we no longer give 
in to the “bullies who have 
erased our history.” Instead, 
like “Is What Was,” we are 
put at odds with culture and 
its historical canons. Inter-
posed between the images of 
Sachsenhausen is the photog-
raphy of Sean Michael Kirk, 

	 The Albright premiere of 
Jerry Tartagliaôs ýlm, ñIs What 
Was,” played to a full house in 
Klein Hall on Monday, Febru-
ary 9. The experimental docu-
mentary ýlm essay began as a 
visual diary of the Sachsen-
hausen Concentration Camp 
near Berlin, Germany. Tarta-
glia, however, recognized the 
potential for a much larger 
project, one which would not 
only project a personal and 
deep experience, but a criti-
cism of contemporary culture 
and our conceptions of his-
tory. 
	 The construction of “Is 
What Was” is relative to the 
structure of experimental 
ýlm, a form outside of the 
tele-cultural world of popu-
lar television, info-tainment, 
and Hollywood cinema; ex-
perimental ýlm offers a criti-
cal analysis of a “false culture 
mistakenly thought to have 
validity.” The “other” cinema, 
according to Tartaglia, comes 
from the human spirit and 
poetry instead of the human 
wallet; it is a way to inculcate 
a critical voice while express-
ing individual artistry and 
creativity. 
	 Sachsenhausen, the con-
centration camp featured in 
“Is What Was,” was known 
for the torture and murder of 
gay men by Nazi Germany. 
	 ñIt was there that I ýrst 
saw an actual Pink Triangle 
that was worn by one of my 
ancestors-in-spirit,” Tartaglia 
commented. 
	 This experience was fol-

Albright Alumni ’08. “Kirk’s 
images of the grafýti on the 
remnants of the Berlin Wall, 
embody the concept of the 
‘wall of history’ that bears the 
mark of every Queer human 
life: a testament to those who 
‘will to love,’” said Tartalgia.
	 ‘Is What Was’ Kirk as-
serts, is culturally and po-
litically important; this very 
“cohesive idea” has and will 
serve as a platform for dis-
cussion and conversation. 
Kirk has witnessed the ýlm 
evolve and change, stating 
that its impact on his life and 
career have been indescrib-
able, “I have not only learned 
so much from [Tartaglia], he 
has been a foot in the door; he 
has introduced me to so many 
people and so much opportu-
nity.”
	 Albright’s Klein Hall was 
only one of many locations 
screening the ýlm: ñIs What 
Was” premiered in New York 
City at the Queer Experimen-
tal Film Festival and has been 
entered into thirty ýlm festi-
vals around the world. 
	 Tartaglia’s drive to create 
this ýlm and more than thirty 
other internationally screened 
ýlms can be traced back to his 
teacher and mentor, Henry 
Koursaros. His intense and 
amusing rants encouraged the 
development of the Art De-
partment at Albright, making 
its break from the Home Eco-
nomic Department. Tartaglia 
has moved on from “Is What 
Was;” while continuing to 
teach cinema and writing at 
Albright, he is working on 
a new ýlm, exploring Queer 
spirituality. 

�Is What Was�

and its ofýcers, bad things can 
still happen. On January 10, a 
robber lured an Albright stu-
dent several blocks away from 
the main parking lot under the 
pretense that he needed help 
starting his car. Three days 
later, the same thing happened 
again at the Wawa at Rockland 
and 11th Streets. The criminal 
in question was apprehended 
soon following the incidents. 
	 Video surveillance helped 
make a positive identiýcation 
in the case of the two most 
recent incidents, but justice is 
not always served. Last year, 
a weapon-toting marauder 
held up an Albright student on 
Linden Street, less than half a 
mile from the Ofýce of Public 
Safety. The brazen nature of 
this particular criminal act is a 
driving impetus to keep one’s 
guard up at all times. 
	 The campus has a system 
of alerts in place in the event 

by Amy Deýbaugh
Albrightian

by Tom Spincic
Albrightian
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	 John Lennon once said, 
“You may say I’m a dreamer, 
but I’m not the only one.” Dr. 
Jonathan Elias, director of 
the Akhmim Mummy Stud-
ies Consortium, is proud to 
call himself a dreamer. On 
February 5, Dr. Elias came 
to Albright with the hopes 
of dispelling rumors about 
mummies as well as educat-
ing the audience about the 
rich culture wrapped tightly 
within their linen. Dr. Elias 
had been fascinated with an-
cient Egyptian culture since 
childhood. Now he is a fo-
rensic scientist who performs 
CT scans on mummies from 
around the world. 
	 Dr. Elias explained that 
many of us have a false image 
of mummies in our imagina-
tions. Movies or comic books 
portray mummies as villains 
attempting to take over the 
world or seeking revenge. Dr. 
Elias called this ñputrid ýc-
tion.” Mummies are our his-
tory, our ancient culture. By 
studying these ancient peo-
ple, we may be able to uncov-
er medical breakthroughs and 
grasp a better understanding 
of past civilizations.
	 Dr. Elias stressed that 
mummies are never to be un-
wrapped. This can cause irre-
versible damage to the body. 
Luckily, CT scans allow sci-
entists, like Dr. Elias, to see 
inside the linen wrappings 
and print a 3D image of what 
is inside. Wax, pistachio res-

Presentation 
unwraps 
mummy myths

by Lauren Rampolla
Albrightian
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 Openings

We’re looking for students who are in-
terested in journalism and writing to be-
come news, sports, and feature writers, 
and anyone else interested in getting in-
volved. The Albrightian is also in need of 
photographers. If interested in any posi-
tion, send us an e-mail at albrightian@alb.
edu. We are located in Selwyn Hall, third 

þoor, room 308.

News/Sports
sion, 3.6 million jobs have been 
lost. The current economic sta-
tus has been pressuring Presi-
dent Obama and his Cabinet to 
quickly pass a stimulus pack-
age. 
	 “These numbers demand 
action,” President Obama de-
clared, urging Congress to 
waste no time in completing 
work on the economic recov-
ery package. 
	 Layoffs will continue to 
occur during the month of 
February. The economy and 
the job market will be meager 
for some time. 

Supreme Court Justice Gins-
burg faces battle with Cancer
	 Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg went in 
for surgery last week.  She has 
been facing a battle with pan-
creatic cancer. 
	 Justice Ginsburg is a ten- 
year survivor of colon cancer. 
Pancreatic cancer and colon 
cancer may be connected but 
that rarely occurs. 
	 She went in for surgery 
at Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center in New York 
City, and she will have to re-
main in the hospital for seven 
to ten days for recovery. Cur-
rently, there are no screenings 
for this type of cancer, and that 
is the cause for many of the tu-
mors being diagnosed late. 
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in, myrrh, frankincense, bi-
tumen, and oleo-resins such 
as cedar and juniper were 
used to embalm the body and 
protect it from insects. Early 
doctors used this mixture 
for pharmaceutical purposes, 
calling it “mummy.” 
	 Dr. Elias feels at home at 
Akhmim, the site where nu-
merous mummies, tombs, and 
artifacts have been found. 
He mentioned that it is a 
common misconception to 
imagine riches and treasure 
stashed inside every tomb 
that is found. Very few tombs 
contain artifacts with outra-
geous monetary value. How-
ever, artifacts such as dishes, 
pots, glyphs, and other “ordi-
nary” things can tell scientists 
a story of the mummy’s life. 
Dr. Elias can usually uncover 
the mummy’s name, occupa-
tion, genealogy, age at death, 
parentage, and cause of death 
through CT scans as well as 
examining artifacts stored 
within the tomb. 
	 Although Dr. Elias works 
behind the scenes and doesn’t 
do the excavation itself, he 
is living out his childhood 
dream. He assured the audi-
ence that there are plenty of 
mummies yet to be discov-
ered at Akhmim and he con-
tinues to dream about them 
today.

	 A combination of inside-
out offensive cohesiveness, 
as well as key defensive stops 
and clutch shots has the Al-
bright College men’s basket-
ball team riding a three-game 
win streak and positioned 
second in the Commonwealth 
Conference. 
	 The Lions (14-7/5-3) have 
rattled off victories against 
Arcadia, Elizabethtown and 
Lebanon Valley over the past 
two weeks, thanks in large 
part to improved team defense 
and the play of senior cen-
ter Phil Hall and sophomore 
guard Zac Shaeffer. 
	 While Shaeffer’s career-
high of 30 points propelled 
Albright past Arcadia on Jan-
uary 28, possibly his biggest 
basket came in the Lions’ most 
recent victory on February 4 
at Lebanon Valley, as his driv-
ing layup with four seconds 
remaining put Albright ahead 
for good. Shaeffer ýnished the 
contest with 18 points, and has 
averaged 20 points per game 
in Albright’s latest streak. For 
the season, Shaeffer is shoot-

by Kevin Newkirk
Albrightian

ing 41% from three-point 
range and 44% from the þoor. 
	 “We’ve been playing a 
lot more like a team lately,” 
Shaeffer says. ñThatôs deý-
nitely been helping us win. 
Our offense has been work-
ing a lot smoother than in the 
past. We’ve been able to in-
clude our big guys a lot more, 
and they’re playing really well 
too,” he says.
	 Albright’s most notable 
post player, center Phil Hall, 
has been anything but quiet 
over the Lions’ past three 
games. The senior is nearly 
averaging a double-double in 
Albright’s recent trio of wins, 
tallying 15 points per game 
and 9.3 rebounds per contest. 
For the season, Hall is aver-
aging 14 points per game and 
7.2 rebounds per game, while 
shooting 54% from the ýeld. 
	 Complimenting Albright’s 
individual performances of 
late has been its team defense. 
Over the Lions’ past three 
wins, the team is holding op-
ponents to just 39% shoot-
ing from the ýeld. This was 
displayed exquisitely in Al-
bright’s overtime victory over 
Elizabethtown on January 31, 

Men�s basketball team improves defense

Attention all Organizations!

The Student Government Assocation is 
holding its 1st annual leadership con-
ference on Sunday,February 22rd. All 
students are welcomed and encour-

aged to attend this event. 

as Albright held the Blue Jays 
to just 1-8 shooting during the 
overtime period, solidifying 
their second of three wins.
	 ñOur defense has deýnite-
ly gotten better,” says Shaef-
fer. “It can still improve, but 
it’s gotten better since the be-
ginning of the season. It seems 
like when we are under pres-
sure we can come up with a 
big stop or make a big play,” 
he says. 
	 With regular season confer-
ence games still ahead against 
current Commonwealth Con-
ference leader Widener, as 
well as Arcadia, Messiah and 
Lycoming, Albright must con-
tinue to improve if it wants 
to ýnd itself in contention for 
the Commonwealth Champi-
onship and an NCAA tourna-
ment birth. 
	 “We need to keep improv-
ing in everything,” Shaef-
fer says. “We haven’t even 
reached our full potential of-
fensively or defensively yet 
this year,” he says. “If we keep 
improving the way we have 
been, we have a deýnite shot 
of winning the conference and 
getting into the NCAA tourna-
ment.” 
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A sport and a nation lose a winner on and o� the football �eld

	 When Tony Dungy an-
nounced his retirement Jan-
uary 12, much of the world 
was aware that a prominent 
NFL coach who achieved 
some noteworthy accom-
plishments chose to step 
down. They would ýnd out 
that he won 139 games, in-
cluding 85 in his seven years 
with the Indianapolis Colts. 
Dungy ýnished with a .668 
winning percentage, which 
is the highest among all ac-
tive NFL coaches with at 
least 100 wins. That winning 
percentage is in the top 15 
all-time with coaches with 
at least 50 wins. 
	 Most well-versed NFL 
fans would classify his 29-
17 win in Super Bowl XLI 
over the Chicago Bears as his 
greatest feat. With the vic-
tory, Dungy became the ýrst 
African-American coach to 
win the Super Bowl in NFL 
history. Many critics also 
credit Dungy for former 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers head 
coach Jon Gruden’s Super 
Bowl XXXVII win, who es-
sentially won with Dungy’s 
roster and defensive schemes 
one year after his ýring. But 
for those devout followers 
and those that scrutinized 
Dungy under a microscope, 
found his conduct and de-
meanor off the gridiron was 
what made him a winner.
	 You would never hear 
Dungy yell or even raise his 
voice in the locker room or 
while directing his players in 
a critical moment of a game. 
The concept of intimidation 
and ýery, profane speeches 
never happened. Matter 
of fact, Dungy’s coaching 

style was unprecedented 
and deýed the norm of his 
generation.  Dungy had a 
commanding presence over 
his locker room without an 
iota of ýre and brimstone. 
When he spoke, players lis-
tened as Dungy was always 
a man of his word. Dungy 
walked his talk, even though 
it was sometimes barely au-
dible. 
	 As a devout Christian, 
Dungy’s faith was the ex-
planation for his actions 
every day of his working 
career. Ask anyone Dungy 
came in contact with, from 
former players, coaching 
colleagues, front ofýce ex-
ecutives and even janitorial 
from the now-defunct RCA 
Dome, and all would have 
similar sentiments about the 
53-year-old Dungy – he was 
one of the nicest men they 
had ever met.
	 Despite his accomplish-
ments throughout football, 
Dungy has been somewhat 
controversial with his sup-
port of conservative and 
pro-life organization, Indi-
ana Family Institute. Dungy 
aligned himself with the or-
ganization when accepting 
an award, and has essentially 
all but stated his support of a 
marriage amendment to es-
tablish marriage as one man 
and one woman. 
	 Regardless, Dungy’s 
community involvement in 
Tampa Bay and Indianapo-
lis with organizations such 
as Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes (FCA), Athletes in 
Action, Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters, Boys and Girls Club in 
Indianapolis and Prison Cru-
sade Ministry deýned his leg-
acy throughout his coaching 
tenure.  However, becom-

by Tyler Palmer
Albrightian

	 The Albright Lions 2009 
track season has gotten un-
derway with an impressive 
start by one of its newest 
members.
	 Freshman distance run-
ner George McCook set a 
new Albright record in the 
1,000-meter event against 
Ursinus College on January 
23. Said McCook on his im-
pressive accomplishment, “It 
was an unbelievable feeling 
to break a record n front of 
my friends.” 
	 McCook can attribute 
some of his success to the 
training he and his team-
mates had during the off-sea-
son.  According to runners 
Jacob Goldbert and Bob Kel-
lert, the entire distance team 
went camping and ran a gru-

ing a Hall-of-Fame caliber 
coach began rather humbly 
	 Going undrafted in the 
1977 NFL Draft after an im-
pressive career at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, Dungy 
signed as a free agent with 
the Pittsburgh Steelers as a 
backup safety in 1977.  In 
1979, Dungy would win 
Super Bowl XIII with the 
Steelers in 1979, but would 
be later traded to the San 
Francisco 49ers.   He would 
then sign with the New 
York Giants in 1980, his ý-
nal NFL season as a player 
after getting cut in training 
camp.  Dungy ascended the 
coaching ladder through 
college and the NFL, coming 
under the tutelage of Steel-
ers head coach Chuck Noll.  
Noll taught Dungy some of 
the fundamentals that would 
make him an NFL legend.  
Similar to Noll, 20-hour 
workdays did not exist in 
Dungy’s repertoire.  Dungy 
preached 8-to-5 workdays 
like the rest of America, as 
well as going home and eat-
ing dinner with the fam-
ily.  Tony’s parents, Wilbur 
and CleoMae preached the 
importance of family and 
education at a young age.  
Family is second only to his 
faith.
	 In 2005, Dungy dealt 
with the tragic loss of his el-
dest son, James, who took his 
own life at the young age of 
eighteen outside of Tampa. It 
was a tough time and Dungy 
heavily weighed retirement. 
Nonetheless, Dungy re-
turned for another year and 
then some – he did to win 
the Super Bowl in 2007. 
	 Ironically, Dungy said he 
would never coach past his 
50th birthday. He missed his 

deadline by just a few sea-
sons. Furthermore, Dungy 
has publicly stated that his 
life does not end with foot-
ball and that he has greater 
goals to be achieved off the 
ýeld, suach as his work with 
a prison ministry. 
	 As a national audience to 
his accomplishments both on 
and off the ýeld, we can see 
his wide-felt impact across 
America. Currently, he holds 
the all-time record for the 
most consecutive playoff sea-
sons (10). His coaching tree 
features four head coaches 
including Mike Tomlin, 
Lovie Smith, Raheem Morris 
and Jim Caldwell. Moreover, 
two former head coaches 
also stem from his coaching 
network, Rod Marinelli and 
Herman Edwards. 
	 In August 2007, former 
President George W. Bush 
appointed him as a member 
of the Presidnet’s Council on 
Service and Civil Participa-
tion for his intense involve-
ment and impact across the 
nation. Dungy, for all intents 
and purposes, has reached 
the top of the mountain from 
an American’s perspective. 
	 Tony Dungy will have an 
equal or even greater impact 
on others in retirement then 
he has in the 30 years he’s 
been involved in the Nation-
al Football League. Upon his 
retirement, Dungy described 
his time in Indianapolis as 
“awesome” and “special”. 
From what we can tell, that 
description is appropriate 
for both his career and life in 
general.
	 I sure hope your opinion 
stays the same for the next 
30 years.  Enjoy retirement 
Coach Dungy, and God-
speed.

	 For a few weeks, the 
men’s and women’s swim 
teams have been prepar-
ing for the Middle Atlan-
tic Conference, which is a 
weekend-long competition 
from February 13-15 in 
Wilkes Barre, PA. 
	 In preparation for the 
big meet, the teams are fo-
cusing on resting up before 
the event.  During this peri-
od, the practices are shorter 
and their yardage has de-
creased.  Sprinters have 
dropped their yardage at 
a faster rate than mid-dis-
tance and distance swim-
mers.  The practices have 
also dropped from about 
8,000 yards to about 4,500 
yards.  
	 The team has also been 
doing other things in prep-
aration for the big meet.  
Fast skins, tighter suits 
with more water-repellant 
fabric, are being order now 
for those who want them 
for the meet; they will 
help take time off during 
an event.  Girls also have 
not been shaving for a few 
weeks now and will shave 
Thursday, right before the 
meet; this helps to create 
drag, which will make them 
move faster during the 
meet.  Boys will also shave 
their heads Thursday.  
	 According to sopho-
more Kelly Williams, “It is 
definitely our plan for the 
girls to win again for the 
fifth year in a row, and, for 
the seniors, I know it would 
mean a lot.”   Sophomore 
Matt O’Neill states, “My 
goal is to get first at MACs 
in both the 100 and 200 fly 
events.”  He won third in 
these events last year.  
	 As always, the men’s 
team will have a great 
deal of competition against 
Widener.  The women will 
have some steep competi-
tion against Miseracordia - 
it is their second year in the 
MAC conference.  
	 “The end of our season is 
a very exciting time,” com-
mented senior Adrienne 
Peoples. “We are looking 
forward to going to MACs 
and swimming fast.”
	 The Men’s overall re-
cord this season is 6-1, after 
their defeat of Misericordia 
University. 	
	 The Women improved 
to have an overall record of 
9-2, with a perfect 7-0 con-
ference record with their 
defeat of Misericordia Uni-
versity.

Men and Women 
swimming 
prepare for MACs

by Kim Thompson
Albrightian

eling 15 miles in the snow 
off the Pennsylvania moun-
tains to prepare themselves 
for this season. As a personal 
goal to better himself, junior 
distance runner Chris Bol-
linger ran a total of 140 miles 
in a two-week period, 70 
miles a week and 10 miles a 
day. 
	 Bettering their indi-
vidual skills may be so that 
runners can receive special t-
shirts that are part of a two-
year-old incentive program 
designed to give the team a 
little extra push. According 
to distance coach Eric Galosi, 
runners are given a gray shirt 
for qualifying for the confer-
ence championship, a white 
shirt for placing near the top 
at the conference champion-
ship, a black shirt if they set a 
school record, and a red shirt 
for qualifying for nationals. 

Head coach Deneen Eblings 
said runners look forward to 
earning the t-shirts because 
they were designed speciý-
cally for them and are not 
sold to the general public. 
	   The season thus far 
has been going well for the 
team, according to Ebling. 
She said that there have been 
more people that have come 
out for the team this year, 
many with lots of potential 
and that are willing to work 
hard. Albright’s track team 
may work harder than most 
teams because they must im-
provise, as they do not have 
an outdoor or full size track 
to practice on. “It’s hard be-
cause if we had a track we 
could go there on nice days,” 
said Ebling. “We improvise 
and come up with workouts 
to keep them [the athletes] 
healthy. With this surface, 

it can be hard to keep them 
healthy.”
	 Not having the proper 
facilities shows how dedicat-
ed Albright’s team is to their 
sport. “It really shows how 
passionate they are,” said 
Ebling, “because even with 
no track they are still here.” 
For their dedication, Ebling 
organizes one home track 
meet a season so that the 
team can show their talents 
to their friends and family.
	 Looking ahead toward 
the end of the season, Ebling 
believes that her team has 
several good chances to qual-
ify for the conference cham-
pionship. “The men’s and 
women’s 4x400 and 4x200 
meter have a good chance 
to do well,” she said. “Every 
specialty, if the kids do what 
they are capable of doing, 
can place.” 

Albright track season begins
by Allyse Wolýnger
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banks of the river, use the 
river for their livelihood, 
who have an affective rela-
tionship with the river that 
stretches back for genera-
tions, and who do not have a 
voice in the government.  He 
grew up in a wealthy fam-
ily in the state of São Paulo, 
entered seminary, and ended 
up working in a poor com-
munity on the periphery of 
the giant city of São Paulo.  
It was there that he encoun-
ted many migrants from the 
northeast who had come to 
São Paulo to better their lives.  
He wondered about where 
they had come from, know-
ing about the São Francisco 
only what he had learned in 
school.  One day, he simply 
left São Paulo and headed for 
the river, taking the train to 
the banks of the river, and 
then continuing upriver on 
foot.  After ýve months he 
ended up in Barra, working 
with and serving the people 
all up and down the river.   
	 In the late 1980s, because 
of the slow and steady degra-
dation of the river, Frei Luiz 
and Adriano Martins, a soci-
ologist, decided that they had 
to establish a dialogue with 
the people about the river.  
Out of those conversations 
came the pilgrimage that last-
ed from October 4, 1992 to 
October 4, 1993.  October 4 
is the feast day of Saint Fran-
cis, and, coincidentally, Frei 
Luiz’s birthday.  Frei Luiz, 
Adriano, and two others left 
the source and visited more 
than 400 communities in 100 

	 Dom Luiz Cappio (who 
prefers to use the title Frei), 
a Franciscan and the Bishop 
of Barra, Bahia, Brazil, has 
dedicated his life to defend-
ing the people who live 
along the São Francisco 
River, which runs 2,700 km 
through the semi-arid back-
lands of Brazil.  It is the third 
longest river in Brazil, and 
the only one of those three to 
be completely within Brazil-
ian territory.  The river has 
for many years been key to 
major development plans of 
the central government.  The 
waters have been used to 
turn the turbines of six major 
hydroelectric dams, which 
provide 95 percent of the 
electricity in the northeast of 
the country, and for vast and 
expanding irrigated ýelds of 
export-oriented crops.  Most 
recently the government has 
embarked on a plan to build 
canals that would pump wa-
ter out of the river to the 
north and northeast to the 
driest regions of the country 
in order to promote agribusi-
ness there, a plan with the 
staggering pricetag of six bil-
lion dollars that would effec-
tively cripple, and perhaps 
kill, the already overtaxed 
river.   
	 Frei Luiz is not against 
development simply because 
it is development, but instead 
sees his struggle as defend-
ing the lives of the millions 
of people who live along the 

Features
municipalities before 
reaching the mouth of 
the river a year later. In 
the year preceding the 
trip they had written 
to and visted all of the 
dioceses, they wrote all 
of the city governments, 
schools, CEBs (Comuni-
dades Eclesiais de Base, 
Religious Base Commu-
nities), and other com-
munity organizations 
and when the pilgrims 
arrived each commu-
nity organized their own 
activities such as poetry 
readings, plays, and conver-
sations. 
	 The trip had three objec-
tives: to converse with the 
people, to try to understand 
why the river was dying and 
to spread the message that 
they all had to work together 
to save the river.  What the 
trip did was to enable them all 
(the pilgrims and the people 
who live along the banks) to 
attain a broader understand-
ing of the challenges facing 
the river.  It played a role 
in the progressive Brazilian 
water law of 1997 as well as 
a decree promoting the revi-
talization of the river. 
	 At this time no-one talk-
ed about transposition, but in 
the next ten years the idea of 
transposing the water of the 
river came to the forefront 
of development ideas.  By 
2001 the government of Luiz 
Ignacio Lula da Silva (Lula) 
prepared to move forward.  
Once all the legal options 
were attempted and failed, 

	 Daniel Kutner, the Con-
sul General of Israel to the 
mid-Atlantic recently visited 
Albright College to deliver 
a speech about Israel and 
the Middle East. He also dis-
cussed types of peace that are 
possible between the Israelis 
and the Palestinians. 
	 This was a free event and 
was held in the Klein Lecture 
Hall. 
	 The invitation for this 
speaker to visit campus was 
initiated by a member of the 
Albright community, who 
then asked the Political Sci-
ence department to sponsor 
the event. 
	 “We expect the speaker 
to contribute to our commu-
nity’s discussion on the con-
þicts currently embroiling 
the Middle East and nearby 
states. As a representative of 
the Israeli government, Mr. 
Daniel Kutner will provide to 
our community his state’s po-
sition on issues critical to the 
foreign policy concerns of our 

new American president,” 
said Dr. Thomas Brogan of 
the Political Science Depart-
ment. 
	 “Given Mr. Kutner’s for-
eign policy and intelligence 
experience and his excellent 
academic preparation, I ex-
pect his brieýng to the Al-
bright audience will be lucid 
and informed.”
	 Furthermore, Dr. Bro-
gan urges Albright students 
to consider attending events 
with speakers possessing op-
posing viewpoints on this vi-
tal issue.
	 “Only through an in-
formed citizenry can de-
mocracy þourish,ò said Dr. 
Brogan.
	  Dr. James Zogby of the 
Arab American Institute is 
expected to speak at Albright 
in the near future. 
	 Given the current situa-
tion in the Middle East and 
all the different perspectives 
and opinions surrounding the 
recent conþict in the Gaza 
Strip, these events should be 
helpful in showing the Al-
bright community both sides.

 While I was searching for in-
spiration about what to write 
this column about I found it 
in an article for Fox Sports by 
Jason Whitlock. In his article, 
Whitlock slams Oklahoma 
Sooner’s quarterback Sam 
Bradford’s decision to return 
to his future alma mater for 
a fourth season instead of en-
tering the NFL draft.
	 Whitlock’s main argu-
ment is that as the defend-
ing Heisman Trophy winner 
Bradford’s stock in the NFL 
will fall and in these times of 
economic crisis his decision 

to pass up at least $100 mil-
lion in salary and guaranteed 
bonuses as the number one 
pick of the Detroit Lions is 
plain crazy. I have to disagree 
with Mr. Whitlock’s senti-
ments. 
	 Bradford proved he was 
far from ready to enter the 
NFL after losing this year’s 
national title game to Tim 
Tebow and the Florida Ga-
tors. Watching that game 
showed that Bradford is 
not as versatile a quarter-
back as Tebow and that his 
skills under pressure need to 
be ýne tuned. Itôs true that 
Bradford’s regular season 
was worthy of his Heisman 

win over both Tebow and 
Texas quarterback Colt Mc-
Coy, but his title game play 
showed he’s still immature in 
big game situations. Another 
season, especially one where 
he and his team have a good 
shot at returning to the na-
tional title game, will better 
prepare Bradford for what he 
is to face in the NFL. Well 
that is if he were going to a 
team other than the Lions.
	 That in lies the ýrst of 
my reasons for agreeing with 
Bradford’s tough decision. 
Who in their right mind 
would want to go to a team 
that ýnished the 2008 season 

Frei Luiz decided that he had 
to go on a hunger strike, al-
though he prefers the term 
“jejum” or fast rather than 
the more highly politicized 
term “hunger strike,” in or-
der to try to stop the project.  
	 The ýrst fast was in 2005 
and it lasted eleven days.  Af-
ter the eleven days the gov-
ernment agreed to meet, and 
ýve and a half hours of ne-
gotiations yielded an agree-
ment that the project would 
be stopped and a dialogue on 
the national level would be 
opened.   After two years, 
however, all attempts at dia-
logue had failed, and Frei 
Luiz decided to enter into his 
second fast.  This one lasted 
24 days and the government 
exerted a lot of pressure for 
the fast NOT to interrupt the 
project.  After twenty-four 
days he and his supporters 
decided to end the fast with-
out achieving their goal. 
	 The ýght continues.  In 
2008 Frei Luiz received the 
Pax Christi International 

Peace award (http://www.
paxchristi.net/international/
eng/about.php), an award 
created after the Second 
World War to recognize all 
activities in support of peace. 
Frei Luiz wanted the award 
to be collective, however, 
not just recognizing his work 
but also the work of all of the 
people who had helped him.  
He convinced the organiza-
tion to grant him the award in 
Sobradinho, the town where 
he had engaged in his fasts, 
and in October 2008 the cer-
emony was held there, mak-
ing it the ýrst time ever that 
the award was granted in a 
ceremony outside of Brus-
sels.

 Dr. Kiddy met Frei Luiz 
while she was on sabbatical.
 If you are interested in 
ýnding more about Frei Luiz 
and the São Francisco River, 
contact Dr. Elizabeth Kiddy, 
ekiddy@alb.edu.  Her ofýce is 
located in Masters Hall, Room 
103.

			         Seeking Editors for Fall 2009

The Albrightian is looking for talented, devoted students to ýll some 
of the editorial positions that will be vacant for the Fall semester. 
You do not have to be currently involved in the newspaper, but ex-
perience with writing and editing is preferred. If you are interested 
in serving on the editorial board of the Albrightian, please contact 
the albrightian at albrightian@alb.edu.

Frei Luiz Photo provided by Dr. Kiddy

Sam Bradford is a very smart guy
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Alpha Delta Pi
	 The sisters of Alpha Delta 
Pi – Eta Lambda Chapter of 
Albright College would like to 
congratulate and welcome their 
new Spring Alpha class of 2009 
of fabulous new ladies! 
	 The ýrst two weeks of the 
semester were ýlled with fun 
and exciting events for Spring 
Recruitment, and Bid Day on 
Sunday, February 8 was a thor-
oughly enjoyable day for the sis-
ters to welcome the new Alphas, 
as well as spend the day together 
to celebrate. The sisters of Alpha 
Delta Pi are also looking for-
ward to having the privilege of 
attending a District Leadership 
Conference at the end of Febru-
ary. 
	 The sisters of Alpha Delta 
Pi would also like to congratu-
late Phi Mu and Sigma Kappa, 
as well as Alpha Sigma Phi, Pi 
Kappa Phi, and Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon on their new member 
classes. We are excited to be 
back and we wish the Albright 
community a wonderful Spring 
Semester as well!

	 After years and possibly 
thousands of hours playing 
video games with no real 
goal or end to aim for, I ý-
nally found a way to put all 
that video game love to a 
real purpose.  No, it doesn’t 
include beating the nth level 
without losing any hearts or 
scoring a million points in an 
impossible game or collecting 
every token or getting every 
achievement.  It doesn’t even 
involve killing anyone with 
a gun, knife, rocket launcher 
or magic spell.  No, the pur-
pose I found for video games 
is academic of all things.  For 
my senior thesis honors proj-
ect, I chose to do a research 
study on video games.  
	 Believe it or not, video 
games are quite popular in 
the academic world.  Sure, 
most gamers know the stereo-
typical “violence in games” 
debate that has sparked a lot 
of scholarly research and de-
bate.  But few gamers ever 
thought to study video games 
and the use of in-game adver-
tisements and product place-
ments.  In fact, few scientists 
even thought of this.  
	 Probably most media 
consumers are aware product 
placements occur in movies 
and television shows.  I’m 
sure movie-goers noticed the 
Apple references in Wall-e 
or the Burger King burger in 
Iron Man.  I just saw 21 and 
was surprised at how bla-
tant the Budweiser products 

were.  The new Bond mov-
ies took a lot of criticism for 
the obvious use of products.  
The same goes for television 
shows, although since I don’t 
watch all the heart-stopping 
reality shows or to-die-for 
television dramas, nothing 
comes to mind.  Now these 
product placements and in-
game advertising have in-
fected video games, one of 
the last escapes of reality left 
for young and adult gam-
ers.  That is the focus of my 
study. 
	 I’ve taken my love for 
video games and put it use 
far greater than gamer points 
or some special magic armor 
could.  I used my fascination 
with video games in general 
to study what other gam-
ers like me feel when they 
see billboard for Visio or 
the main character chugging 
down a Coke to relieve the 
tensions of an intense mis-
sion.  I for one am bothered 
by cheap advertising tricks 
like this, but I am only one 
gamer in the millions who 
have played a video game be-
fore.  
	 The study I am currently 
working on has led me to un-
cover vast amounts of infor-
mation about video games.  
I didn’t know video game 
sales were $9.5 billion dol-
lars last year, topping both 
music and movie sales.  I had 
no idea 267 million copies of 
games were sold in 2007, or 
that 30 billion hours were 
played by 18-30 males just 
in one year.  I was oblivi-

 Phi Mu
	 Phi Mu is really excited 
for this semester! Bid Day this 
year was a great success and 
we would like to congratulate 
Alpha Delta Pi and Sigma Kap-
pa on their new girls! Phi Mu 
would also like to congratulate 
Pi Kappa Phi, Alpha Sigma Phi, 
and Sigma Alpha Epsilon on 
their new associates. Phi Mu has 
tons planned for this semester 
for our philanthropy, Children’s 
Miracle Network. We will be 
having a Kissing Booth again, as 
well as the 2nd annual Mr. CMN 
pageant, and a Dine to Donate 
with Mama’s Pizza. IHOP is also 
having their Free Pancake Day 
for CMN on February 24th!!
 Sigma Kappa
 	 The sisters of Sigma Kappa 
would like to congratulate Al-
pha Delta Pi and Phi Mu on 
their new girls. Sigma Kappa will 
be helping out with Highlands, 
their philanthropy on February 
18 and will be attending a Gym-
nastics Invitational to support 
Breast Cancer Awareness on 
February 27, 28 and March 1.

Alpha Sigma Phi
	 The brothers of Alpha Sigma 
Phi would like to wish everyone 
a great semester. We would also 
like to extend our congratula-
tions to Alpha Delta Pi, Phi Mu, 
and Sigma Kappa on accepting 
wonderful pledges for the spring 
semester and would also like to 
congratulate the new pledges 
of Pi Kappa Phi and Sigma Al-
pha Epsilon. Alpha Sigma Phi 
is proud to introduce our new-
est pledges, Aaron Preidel, Matt 
Palmiere, Wes Flemings, Joseph 
Talarigo, Tedd Hansbury, Tyler 
Parmer, and Sean Snyder. 
	 Starting on Wednesday 
February 11 through February 
18, the brothers of Alpha Sigma 
Phi will be selling “Alpha Sigma 
Sweetheart” shirts for those in-
terested during lunch and din-
ner hours. Please support our 
organization by purchasing one 
of these awesome shirts! 
 Sigma Alpha Epsilon
	 The brothers of Sigma Al-
pha Epsilon would like to con-
gratulate Phi Mu, Sigma Kappa 
and Alpha Delta Pi on their new 

ous to the fact that $1 billion 
will be spent on advertising 
in video games by 2010.  I 
was shocked and appalled to 
ýnd political campaign ads 
for Obama in video games.  
I didn’t know that commu-
nications theories involving 
pretty intense psychological 
mind tricks could apply to 
moving a joystick around a 
few times and hitting a few 
buttons.  Basically, I didn’t 
know video games mattered.  
But apparently they do, more 
than music or movies.  Being 
a part of that is pretty special, 
but studying it is even bet-
ter.  
	 Other than the fact that 
this article screams “nerd,” 
more importantly it speaks 
of the appreciation for games 
I have formed just by taking 
a step back and doing a little 
critical thinking about what 
I see, why I see it, how it got 
there, and who put the stuff 
into the games I play.  I’ve 
also lowered my appreciation 
level of advertising knowing 
that I am targeted for my ob-
session with playing in a fan-
tasy world.  
	 On top of that, just as 
most of my articles do, this 
speaks of the appreciation 
I have formed for Albright.  
Only at a school such as this 
allows for a video game nerd 
(although the data shows 
gamers aren’t just for nerds 
now) to turn a love of vid-
eo games into an academic 
study.  It’s ironic my gradu-
ation as an honors student 
depends on video games.  

0-16 with what looks like lit-
tle hope of redemption in the 
immediate to near future. The 
Lions made their ýrst move in 
improving their dismal situa-
tion by hiring Tennessee Ti-
tan defensive coordinator Jim 
Schwartz as their head coach. 
That still wouldn’t be enough 
to lure someone of Bradford’s 
caliber into a situation that 
could end the way many oth-
er promising college quarter-
back’s careers have ended, in 
NFL unemployment. 
	 While there is a chance 
that Bradford’s stock will fall 
if he has a disappointing sea-
son like fellow Heisman win-
ner Matt Leinart had in his 
senior season, there’s a bigger 
chance that his NFL tenure 
would be short lived if he was 
unable to improve the Lions. 
However, Bradford is only 
one person and the Lions 
are in need of several play-
ers and personnel to rebuild 
a rapidly declining franchise. 
Longevity wise it seems more 
beneýcial for Bradford to stay 
for another year, gather more 
experience on the ýeld, and 
earn a degree off it. 
	 This brings me to my 
second, and maybe biggest, 
reason I think Bradford is 
making the right decision. 
There is no guarantee that if 
Bradford were to go to the 
NFL now or next year that 
he would be able to make it 
long enough to make enough 
to live on the rest of his life. 
That’s why I think getting his 
degree and building a future 
outside of football is his best 

option. Look at other high 
proýle, promising quarter-
backs like Heisman winner 
Jason White or San Francisco 
49er Alex Smith. They were 
both heralded as promis-
ing, franchise quarterbacks. 
White is no longer in the 
NFL and Smith was demoted 
to back-up quarterback no 
longer heralded as the next 
NFL great. 
	 I like Bradford and that is 
why I’m happy with his de-
cision because I think it will 
only help to build a more 
promising career. He has 
immense talent and has the 
brains not to make the per-
sonal life mistakes Leinart 
did in his senior year (won-
der how his kid is doing or if 
he even knows?). With one 
more season of competing for 
another national title chance 
and competing against Tebow 
statistically, Bradford will 
gain the experience needed 
to not look like a deer caught 
in headlights during big game 
situations. And the fact that 
Bradford turned down be-
ing the number one pick in 
the NFL draft and $100 mil-
lion dollars shows that in his 
mind he isn’t ready to com-
pete at the NFL level either. 
The fact that Bradford was 
crazy enough to turn down 
$100 million shows that he’s 
smarter than most heralded 
college players that have 
come before him. For that 
reason and his immense tal-
ent I think we will be hearing 
about Sam Bradford for many 
years to come.  

Features
�e academics of video games

by Brandon Ruppert
Albrightian

News from Albright�s Greek organizations
It�s all Greek to me

ladies this semester! The broth-
ers are looking forward to work-
ing with them in the future. 
	 Currently, Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon philanthropy is busy 
planning their annual True Gen-
tleman’s Dinner set for March 
12. Join the gentlemen for din-
ner! This spring semester, Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon will be hosting 
their annual True Gentleman’s 
Dinner March 12, 2009, from 
7-10 pm in the Campus Cen-
ter, South Lounge. The dinner 
beneýts one of our fellow Al-
bright English professors Maria 
McDonnell and her son Aidan 
who was diagnosed with Duch-
enne Muscular Dystrophy ýve 
years ago. Last year, the brothers 
raised over $3,500 in one night 
for the Children’s Miracle Net-
work which the brothers hope 
to increase this year.
	 Also in the planning process 
is a Dance Marathon partnered 
with Sigma Alpha Epsilon’s phi-
lanthropy twin Phi Mu. The 
brothers are extremely excited 
to partner up with the sisters of 
Phi Mu on this fun event hope-

fully planned for next fall.
The brothers of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon wish everyone a fun and 
safe spring semester!
Pi Kappa Phi
The brothers of the Zeta Chi 
chapter of Pi Kappa Phi wish 
all organizations well in the 
Spring Semester and wish to 
congratulate Alpha Delta Pi, Phi 
Mu, and Sigma Kappa on their 
new alpha, phi, and new mem-
ber classes. With 14 associates 
of their own, the brothers are 
looking forward to a successful 
member education process and 
thank everyone for the help and 
support they have provided to 
these gentlemen.  We would 
also like to extend our apprecia-
tion to all that took part in the 
recent associate auctions.  
	 Pi Kappa Phi also announc-
es that one of its brothers, Pat-
rick Brennan, will be taking part 
in Build America, an initiative 
of our national philanthropy, 
PUSH America. Our chapter is 
proud to continue our legacy of 
philanthropy and community 
service.
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