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Welcome from Rebecca 
The ALC is very proud of our tutors; their innovation, collaboration, and contributions are  

critical to the academic culture at Albright College.  I want to take this opportunity to highlight 

our student leaders, their collaboration with faculty and staff, and recognize the team projects 

they helped lead during the 2015-2016 academic year.  I hope you enjoy this look into the ALC 

through our annual newsletter.  

Have a happy and safe summer!  

Rebecca Lemmel, Director of the ALC 

The Academic Learning Center    Fall 2015 — Spring 2016 

Team Goal Highlight: Science Discipline 

The goal for the spring 

semester was to host   

workshops on how to 

prepare for Biology 

practicals, such as lab 

tests, in BIO151 and 

BIO152. The science 

discipline has had the 

idea to hold trainings for 

biology lab tests for a 

few semesters.  In      

addition to facilitating 

workshops for the  

biology practicals, the Science discipline plans to coordinate a test taking 

workshop for both 100 level Biology and Chemistry classes. There will be 

two or three tutors facilitating these sessions.  
 

Running a test taking workshop was a collaborative idea between Dr. Artz, 

Dr. Sonntag, Tutor Manager David McCarrick, and alumni Tutor Manager 

Tess Adgie. Overall, the science discipline hopes that with these preparation 

workshops, students will be even more prepared and confident in taking 

practicals, as well as exams. They are not as scary as they seem! 



Joanne Yeager 

Foreign Languages 

Joanne became interested in the   

Senior Tutor position because of the 

ability to become more involved and 

the leadership opportunity it         

represented.  As a Senior Tutor, she 

gets to interact with tutors more,  

assist with problem solving, and   

provides advice to peer tutors. She is now more involved in the 

discipline meetings and the team goals.  She experienced many 

rewarding experiences  as a Senior Tutor, the most recent being 

her participation in the brainstorming session to get tutors more 

involved in the team goal.  For those wishing to pursue being a  

Senior Tutor she advises to be prepared to do a little extra and be 

willing to brainstorm creative solutions for more tutor  

involvement. Her favorite thing about being a  Senior Tutor is the 

ability to work with the ALC staff and with tutors.     
 

 

Tyler VanBlargan 

Math 

Tyler was interested in becoming a 

Senior Tutor because of how much 

he enjoyed tutoring and wanted to 

help other tutors get involved. The 

biggest difference in being a Senior 

Tutor for him is being a designated  

go-to-person for the tutors in your 

discipline to come to with any questions or concerns about  

tutoring. Tyler’s favorite part of being a Senior Tutor is having 

the ability to help lead the new tutor trainings because they are 

fun and a good refresher for his own tutoring skills. 

 

Senior Tutors 
Senior Tutors are an essential part of 

the Academic Learning Center tutoring 

program. They assist the Tutor  

Managers in many ways, including  

presenting at new tutor trainings,       

running peer observations, leading    

activities at discipline meetings, and  

helping to complete team goals. They 

also serve as role models and guides for 

new tutors as well as all other peer    

tutors. 

Niani Marz 

Social Science & 

Humanities 

Niani was interested in 

becoming a senior  

tutor because she 

wanted to become 

more involved in the 

tutoring process and to 

have the  opportunity to demonstrate her  

leadership skills. Senior Tutors provide a valuable 

support system so that their Tutor Managers and 

other peers can work collaboratively and support 

each other.  

Niani has had many rewarding experiences from 

tutoring and there is nothing more rewarding than 

truly being valued within an organization. She 

appreciates and feels motived by the support she 

receives from  Rebecca, Becky, the TMs, and 

partner Chris. Her favorite part about being a  

Senior Tutor is being able to work with her Senior 

Tutor  partner, Chris Dimitriou. It was definitely a 

high point for her because it made the job feel less 

like a "job" and more like a fun experience. She 

calls him the “Robin to her Batman”.     



Chris Dimitriou 

Social Science &  

Humanities 

Chris became         

interested in          

becoming a Senior 

Tutor because he 

wanted to do more 

within the ALC. Peer 

tutoring is great, but 

it is much more rewarding knowing that he is 

responsible for helping the new tutors understand 

the ins and outs of ALC peer tutoring. The Senior 

Tutor position requires more involvement in training 

new tutors and  helping new tutors with their tutor 

experience. Tutoring can be intense, but when he 

became a new tutor he appreciated being able to talk 

to his Senior Tutors about what to expect and how to 

approach his first tutoring session. Chris said that by 

helping train new tutors, it is rewarding knowing 

that you are helping a new generation of tutors have 

the same impact on students’ lives that you have 

relished over the course of your college career.  

Austin Adam,  Accounting & Economics 

As a seasoned tutor, Austin stepped up when the Senior Tutor (ST)  position was vacant 

because he wanted to set an example and motivate other tutors to improve their tutoring 

skills and was especially driven to help his discipline because the Accounting and  

Economics discipline is a smaller and younger discipline. Austin has found the Senior 

Tutor position to be “a wonderful job for tutors considering a little more work and           

responsibility to the ALC and other tutors”. Austin  particularly enjoys helping other    

tutors resolve problems or issues. His favorite thing about being a ST is when new tutors 

observe his tutoring sessions because it gives them the opportunity to see what   tutoring 

is really like, and that it’s okay to make mistakes, after all, “that's where learning how to 

tutor really starts.”   

Tia Camarata 

Sciences 

Tia chose to apply to be a Senior 

Tutor because she wanted to be 

more involved with the           

Academic Learning Center and 

to have more responsibilities    

besides tutoring. The majority of 

a Senior Tutor's work is             

essentially being the right hand 

man of the tutor manager by    

assisting with tutor trainings and helping to make the team goal 

a reality. For the team goal this year, the science tutors hosted 

workshops to help students prepare for lab practicals. Although 

the first group was not large, the group was able to cover a lot 

of material and it was fulfilling to help these students feel more 

confident for their practical (which is always a scary thing the 

first time around!). To prospective Senior Tutors, Tia                

recommends to not be afraid to look at things in a different 

way...this new perspective may be the key to a successful team 

goal! Tia loves being more involved with the ALC and really 

enjoys the team building that it provides since Senior Tutors 

work so closely with the tutor managers! 

Maura Sheehan 

Sciences 
Maura became a Senior Tutor because she is very interested in education and the way in 

which people learn. She wanted to become more involved on the administrative side of 

the tutoring program by participating in new tutor trainings and ALC workshops.  

The Senior Tutors have more responsibilities with the team goal and training new tutors. 

For example, Maura is responsible for sending out a PowerPoint for our team goal this 

year and helping to delegate tasks to tutors.  

As a Senior Tutor, last semester Maura participated in a study skills workshop with the 

ALC. Maura saw one of her previous tutees at the workshop. Her tutee said she was there 

to get some tips on how to study for her upcoming test. She told Maura a few days later that she aced the test!   

For new Senior Tutors, Maura recommends they be proactive about staying involved. There are plenty of opportunities      

available! Her favorite part about being a Senior Tutor is participating in trainings, both for tutors and tutees. Trainings 

are a great opportunity to learn skills and techniques that you can incorporate in future individual tutoring sessions.  

Senior Tutors 



Spanish 100-200  

Studying and dorm living are a great part of college students’ daily 

lives; from going back to the dorm to do homework, to taking a nap 

in between classes, or just hanging around with friends. One can say 

that those are the two major components of a students’ 4-year  

college career. So, why not try and combine both? That’s exactly 

what the ALC and Residential Life decided to try out last fall  

semester by   having a study group in one of the residence halls, with 

the hope that this will provide a bit more accessibility and flexibility 

to students. 
 

Housing director, Tim Moran, approached the ALC with the        

suggestion as one of Residential Life's projects  to combine          

residential life and academic programs in the halls. Tutoring sessions 

were one of the ideas suggested by Resident Assistant and Spanish 

study group tutor, Kaela Edwards. Tim conveyed that the students 

liked the idea of just coming down in their pajamas and not having to 

walk to the main campus for the study groups. Hannah Cohen, a   

regular Spanish attendee has expressed how effective these study 

groups have been for her, especially with the convenience of it being 

in the dorm.  In addition, Khushabu Patel, the second Spanish study 

group leader, thought that having the study group in the residence 

halls was overall beneficial because it was more accessible to       

students. As a result, the attendance was greater compared to when it 

was held in Masters.  
 

In Tim’s and the ALC’s opinion, the Spanish study group achieved 

what they were hoping for: more accessibility and flexibility  for the 

students in their residence halls.  

Biology 151 

Dr. Campbell worked with the ALC this  

semester in organizing a BIO151 study group.  

During the study group, the students and tutors 

go through  practice questions and specific       

questions they have.  They have the   

opportunity to practice with each other and  

answer questions while the tutors watch over 

them to make sure they are correct. She       

believes it is a beneficial academic support for 

BIO151 students.  
 

The study group leader, Ludjelie, found that the 

BIO151 study group had the most attendance 

on exam weeks. Students typically had lecture  

specific questions, but there were also  

questions on labs, specifically the pig  

dissection! 
 

Techniques that a tutee, Erika, has learned from 

attending the BIO151 study group include 

keeping a separate journal for vocabulary, 

drawing diagrams, and working with other  

students in the class to clarify her                 

understanding and more easily remember the 

material. These techniques allowed her to be 

able to follow along more easily during lecture, 

and identify her strengths and weaknesses   

before taking a quiz or a test. These techniques 

were very helpful  and she is able to use them 

not only in  biology class, but in psychology 

and in humanities classes as well.  Erika said “I 

think all students should take advantage of our 

study groups”. 

Study Groups 
New Groups, New Locations, and New Feedback! 
 

As one of the many resources provided for students the ALC, another 

popular activity is the tutor led study groups! Study groups are ran for 

different classes as requested by professors or by the tutors          

themselves. Study groups provide another means for students to      

review already learned materials with tutors alongside other class  

mates, which is a great way for students to share ideas with each  

other . Below is some feedback from professors, tutors and students 

about their difference experiences with the study groups offered in  

various disciplines. 



Study Groups 

New Groups, New Locations, and New Feedback! 

Accounting 101 

Dr. Cunningham finds the ACC101 study group to be a good          

resource because it promotes success and helps students keep up on 

assignments and lessons. Students can ask questions without the 

pressure of the classroom and get information from their peers. He 

notices that those who attend the study group more often exhibit an 

increase in their engagement by asking more questions, volunteering 

answers more often, approaching him after class, and going to his 

office hours. He encourages students to go to the study group even 

when they are not having a problem. 

 

A tutee, Claire, attended ACC101 study groups and found they 

helped her   review previous tests, provided extra help and better utilization with the text book, taught her study tips, 

and showed her how to use excel and other computer programs.  She appreciates the comfortable atmosphere of the 

study group and that the tutor is friendly and patient. She really enjoys tutor-

ing offered by the ALC and thinks it is a very good resource. 

 

Dalton, the ACC101 leader, believes having a study group allows students to 

have flexibility for when they need help or want to ask a couple of questions 

without committing to weekly tutoring. Since accounting is a subject that 

continuously relies on the prior information, if a student falls behind in the 

beginning, they will have a harder time catching up. Dalton enjoys watching 

students evolve throughout the semester from the first couple of days up to 

the end of the semester.  

Psychology 100 & 205  

Dr. Feigenson found that one obstacle students had in succeeding in class was 

the amount of time they put into studying. Establishing a PSY100 and 205 study 

group was a way to offer assistance with studying and test preparation. He feels 

the study group is a safe, productive, and casual environment for students to  

receive structured review of the course material. The study groups allow students 

who may not like speaking in class the ability to ask questions in a smaller group 

setting. Dr. Feigenson then reviews the concepts in class that the tutors report are 

still unclear.  
 

Toe, the PSY205 leader, finds leading a study group requires a different style of 

tutoring to balance his attention between questions and group needs. He  

enjoys this group tutoring approach because students help one another with  

understanding an idea. As a frequent attendee, Shannon has learned to look at individual parts and how they connect to 

the overall understanding.  She has learned to break up her studying throughout the 

semester and to not cram before an exam. 
 

Jordan, the PSY100 leader, believes the study group gives students a chance to ask 

questions which allows for more discussion.  She likes that the study group allows  

everyone to bring something different to each session. Renee, an avid PSY100 study 

group attendee, has learned many valuable tips: “When studying from the book and 

notes, it is best to try to explain complex concepts in your own words.” Renee advises 

that even when a study group is not being offered, create your own group because it 

helps to vocalize what you are learning to solidify the material.  

https://www.google.co.in/imgres?imgurl=http://www.asu.edu.om/images/inside_pages/coba/accounting.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.asu.edu.om/deptaf.php&h=1067&w=1600&tbnid=nDC_5aki_mZ1kM:&docid=-QvyK2RShXjrCM&ei=h8fZVquHF8egjgTm0o7oAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjr5sXmy


Ashlyn Alessi, Social Sciences & Humanities  

Best Part of Being TM: Getting to work and grow with so many great people, learning          

valuable leadership skills, and helping people reach their fullest potential academically! 

What You’ll Miss Most at Albright: Seeing fr iendly, familiar  faces wherever  I go and knowing 

that all of my biggest support systems won't be within a mile radius of me anymore.  

Words of Wisdom: Never  give up, never  give in. All of the sleepless, stressful nights will pay off 

in the end!  

Claire Barnwell, Social Sciences & Humanities 

Best Part of Being TM: Getting to present at trainings as well as still tutor; not only do you help 

new tutors, but you continue to impact your peers. 

What You’ll Miss Most at Albright: Living so close to all my fr iends and a very short commute 

to work. 

Words of Wisdom: Be kind, Be patient and Be Adventurous! 

David McCarrick, Sciences 
 

Best Part of Being TM: Working with Rebecca and Becky because they create such a pleasant 

yet focused working environment. 

What You’ll Miss Most at Albright: I will probably miss the people and the professors the most 

after I leave Albright. 

Words of Wisdom: Utilize every resource needed for  you to succeed in all areas of life whether  

academically, emotionally or spiritually. 

Yvonne Okafor, Accounting & Economics  

Best Part of Being TM:  Being able to be involved with both new tutors and returning tutors, 

especially in trainings and working alongside other TM'S and the Rebeccas. 

What You’ll Miss Most at Albright: I' ll miss the community and family feeling I  always had 

here at Albright, and the library that was always a safe haven for me  

Words of Wisdom: Get involved! You'll never  get the best exper ience out of anything unless 

you get actively involved in it, as experience really is the best teacher. Also know to take care of 

yourself and don't take on more than you know you can handle! 

Graduating & New Tutors  
Farwell to our Tutor Managers and Grads and welcome to our New  

Tutor Managers and New Tutors! 

Khushabu Patel, Foreign Languages 
 

Best Part of Being TM: I enjoy working with fellow TMs, Rebecca, and Becky with training 

new tutors. I also enjoy being a role model as someone they can follow and come to with questions 

and concerns.  

What You’ll Miss Most at Albright: I' ll miss the professors and people I've had the  pleasure to 

meet at Albright.  

Words of Wisdom: Take advantage of every resource and any opportunity that is offered to 

you. Your time here is shorter than you think! 
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New Foreign Language  

Tutor Manager  

Emma Musto 
 

Goal as a TM:  

To create a close 

environment for 

the foreign      

language tutors 

and to have us 

working as a   

cohesive team. 

I would like to work on creating a 

very fun and exciting foreign        

language workshop as well. 
 

Interesting Fact: When I was a          

sophomore in High school I studied 

abroad in China as part of a mission 

project where I taught English to  

preschool age students.  

Graduating & New Tutors  

New Sciences  

Tutor Manager 

Niani Marz 
 

 

Goals as a TM: 

To unify the       

discipline with a 

team goal that     

everyone can 

contribute to, 

take part in and 

hopefully have a 

whole lot of fun doing. 
 

Interesting Fact: If I'm not in the 

tutor lab or science hall, I have    

probably found a hidey-hole to watch 

anime. You're going to have to     

consult the Magic Conch Shell to see 

if you are able to draw my attention 

away if that is the case. 

New Social Science &             

Humanities Tutor Manager 

Chris Dimitriou 
 

Goals as a TM:  

To have more of 

a voice, role, and 

impact within the 

ALC. Try to         

brainstorm some 

new and exciting 

team goals, such 

as painting a mural within the        

tutoring lab.  

Interesting Fact: I have a twin   

sister named Christina and we are the   

exact same age because my mom had 

a double c-section.  
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We Are Hiring! 
 

We are looking for enthusiastic and caring 

students for Fall 2016. 
 

Applying is simple: 

 Go to the Albright webpage and click 

on Academics 

 Under Academic Support, click on 

Academic Learning Center 

 Click on Peer Tutoring Program 

 Select  Apply to Become a Tutor 
 

Once you complete the application, follow 

up with your faculty about the              

recommendation forms for the courses 

you are interested in tutoring. We plan to 

complete our hiring process by the second 

week of the fall semester. 
 

Stop by our office with any questions —located 

in the basement of the Library/Admin building. 

The week of October 26-30th was the Academic      

Learning Center and Writing Center’s 6th annual     

Tutor Appreciation Week. The week was filled with 

fun, including a thank you card table set up outside of 

the café for students to fill out cards for their tutors, a 

Halloween themed social event with costumes, a    

movie, and a variety of sweet treats, and goodie bags 

were sent to all tutor mailboxes. Thank you tutors! 

6th Annual Tutor Appreciation Week 

students 
used  

tutoring 

Last year… 


